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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
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EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
George Bancroft, of Massachusetts, to be envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States for the United Kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland, vice Louis McLane, recalled at 
his own request. 
John Y. Mason, of Virginia, to be secretary of the 
navy of the United States, vice Hon. George Ban- 
croft, resigned. 





Tue Secretary or Strate, Mr. Buchanan, being 
absent from the seat of government, MW. P. Trist, 
Eeq., first clerk in the office, officiates in his absence. 

Tue susp TREASURY. At New York, considerable 
embarrassinent is occasioned, and the rigid provi- 
sions of the sub-treasury law had to be violated by 
the receivers of the public money, in consequence 
of there being no sub-treasurer at present at this prin- 
cipal source of the receipt of customs, Gov. Bouck, 
who is appointed to the station, has not yet given the 
security which is required, $400,000, and conse- 
quently cannot act. The receipts atthe custom 
house for the last week alone, are estimated at $480,- 
000. The sub-treasury law forbids public receiving 
officers to deposite in any bauk, any of the public 
money. How is it to be kept? Who is to keep it? 
The difficulty is so embarrassing that the officer it is 
believed, continues to deposite in bank as hereto- 
fore, notwithstanding the sub treasury law makes it 
a penal offence, “felony,” and ‘*embezzlement,” to 
do so. 

At Boston they are also without a sub-treasurer as 
yet; Mr. Hubbard, of New Hawpshire, who is ap- 
pointed, has not vet arrived, and the like difficulties 
are experienced by the receiving officers at that port. 

At Philadelphia, it is said, that embarrassment is 
also experienced, but as the manager of the mint is 
ex-officio sub-treasurer there, we should imagine 
that the same difficulty would not exist. 





GOVERNMENT DRAFTS. 
replying to some statements in the newspapers, re- 
specting treasury drafts says, not a draft has been is- 
syed by the United States treasury, under $100, and 
inexact conformity, in every respect, to the forms 
and uniform usages of the department. No treasury 
notes have been issued. No drafts of any kind have 
been issued under the constitutional treasury law as 
yet. When this is done, they will be in exact con- 
formity to the law. We understand that no circu- 
lating paper ever was contemplated by the secretary, 
as the reader will see by reference to his annual re- 
port as to the constitutional treasury. And further, 
that none such will be permitted,  [ Phila. Ledger. 

Will the Union dare deny, that Major Waker, 
paymaster of the U.S., and attached to the “Army 
of the West,” under Gen. Kearney, was furnished 
with between ONF-HALF and a MiLLION of dollars in 
treasury drafis, for the purpose of being disbursed in 
payments to that army 10 Santa Fe? Will it deny 
that they were printed of uniform denominations, 
and partook very strongly of the character of paper 
money? Wall it say that a free circulation, by dis- 
bursements in Santa Fe and California, 1s the short- 
est and speediest way of obtaining payment from the 
deposite banks upon which they may have been 
drawn? Was it not anticipated that these drafts 
would be disbursed to the army in Santa Fe, or seld 
possibly at a heavy discount, tothe American traders, 


; Who might have specie funds at command, which 


they might desire to place, without much risk, in the 
‘niled States? The sub-treasury law, passed subse- 
quent to the delivery to Major Walker, of the im- 
mense sum of treasury drafts to which we have al- 
luded, provides, that when means are furnished to a 
disbursing officer in drafts, he shal! cause these drafis 
fo be presented at their place of payment, and pro- 
Perly paid according to law.’? Wall the ‘head of 
the department” attempt to secure the honest execu- 
lion of this law, by providing funds, and recalling 
these drafts? or will he run the risk of their depre- 
Claton in New Mexico, as they must do, under ex- 


} 


posite banks upon which they might be drawn, to 
issue perhaps a million of dollars, (for Major Spau.p- 
InG is believed to have had the same description of 
funds,) in treasury drafts, to be circulated beyond the 
territory of the United States, where they could not 
be returned for several months for payment, and 
might be withheld for years, or so long as the army 
remained abroad. 

According to the speech of Mr. Benton on the sub- 
treasury bill, the issue of these treasury drafts, ‘‘con 
stituling a new species of paper currency,” is not 
confined to the ‘‘Army of the West.” The same 
thing has been done on the Rio Grande, and perhaps 
Gen Wool’s command was accommodated by pay- 
ments in the same species of currency. Senator 
Benton says: 

‘| have heard that, at this time, if money is want- 
ed, (at the Rio Grande, for example,) instead of giv- 
a paymaster a draft for fifty thousand dollars on a 
deposit bank in New Orleans, which he will collect 
from the bank in gold, carry with him to the army, 
and pay it out—instead of that old fashioned opera- 
tion, the report is, that the paymaster 1s furnished 
with five hundred little drafts or orders, made paya- 
ble to himself, on the deposit bank, which he car- 
ries, not to the bank for collection, but to the army 


them, with his blank endorsement on the back; after 
which they are transferable by delivery, like a com- 
mon bank note or banker’s check, and pass into 
circulation. If such is the case—and | am induced 
to believe it—lI have no hesitation in qualifying the 
practice as illegal and fraudulent, constituting a high 
misdemeanor in those who have done it; and besides 
making the federal treasury ao illegal issuer of paper 
currency, actually makes the federal treasury stand 
security for all the deposit banks—or, if the paper 
stays out till the deposit bank fails, the treasury will 
have to take up ils dishonored paper. This is said 
to be the practice now; and if it is, | pronounce it 
an illegal, fraudulent, and dangerous issue of paper 
money by the federal treasury.” 
[St. Louis (.Wo.) Republican. 


EXTENSIVE PAPER MONEY MANUFACTORY. The 


The Washington Union in | ‘official organ” announces that on Friday, Mr. Walk- 


er, the secretary of the treasury, issued treasury 
notes to the amount of $500,000 in $100 and in $50 
notes. Thus we already have a national government 
bank of issue to the amount of $10,000,000, which 
will answer the same purpose Mr. Biddle’s monster 
bank did, not only in giving us a general large money 
currency for exchange, but a small bill currency for 
trade, travel, farmers, and mechanics. We congra- 
tulate the administration upon this high practical 
compliment it pays to whig principles. All the dif 
ference is, that we prefer a bank in the hands of 
merchants, with a charter, to a bank in the hands 
of politicians, withouta charter. As this ten million 
treasury bank is not quite large enough, we shall have, 
next winter, a twenty or thirty millionmonster. 

In addition to this, the ‘official organ” adds that, 
besides the ‘‘war warrants” (the $190 notes we have 
already alluded to) issued in June last, on the Canal 
bank of New Orleans, more were issued in July, and 
more yetin August. ‘This is a species of currency 
very convenient, but of very danzerous and illimita- 
ble kind. There is no check upon the secretary in 
the size of the notes, or the amount he may issue,— 
and it is in his power to give us one dollar war war- 
runt “shinplasters,” if he pleases. We understand 
that he has notes engraved upon some of our banks 


believe. Now the exercise of such a power by such 
a schemer as the Mississippi financier is, we reiter- 
ate, without the authority of law and in defiance of 








all previous custom. The “Union” alleges that 
these notes have been engraved in the form of a bank 
note to save the payees from counterfeils. It isenough 
to reply that this is the first time such notes have 
been thus engraved. No other secretary but the pre- 
sent one, educated and trained in the paper money 
schemes of Mississippi, ever before thought of en- 
graving war warranis in the form of bank notes to 
give them a bank note circulation. Hitherto all such 
warrants have been drawn to just the amount of 
money to be paid out,—but here a specific sim of 





hung circumstances, if an atiempt is made to cash 


$100 is “xed upod, and if this is according to lew, a 


tem ‘uo Supply the wants of the army? ii wasa very | one dollar note may be fixed upon, and passed as cur- 
‘onvenient thing for a failing treasury, and the de- | rency. 


Vout. XXI. Sic. 2. 


for payment—pays them out to all who will take | 


here; the Bank of Commerce being one of them we) 


re 


These war warrant bank notes have, no doubt, 
been thus issued with a double object; first, because 
itis next to impossible, without a national bank, to 
pay our troops in remote parts of the country, and 
next, because the treasury, in its poverty, needs all 
the credit, and the inventions of paper money credit, 
it can contrive. The precedent of the treasury and 
the laws of the country have all been perverted to 
issue them; but what cares a secretary of the trea- 
sury from Mississippi, for all that?  [W. ¥. Exp. 








DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. 


The right hon. Mr. Paxennam has been making 
anexcursion as faras Canada. On his return he 
spent some days with Mr. Webster, at Marshfield. 


Desratcnes ro Mexico. The New Orleans Picay- 
une of the 29th ult. says: ‘As there were two or 
(three revenue cutters at Brazos Santiago, when the 
Alabama left there, we presume that Mr. Haber- 
sham had no difficulty in procuring an immediate 
conveyance to Vera Cruz. Mr. Habersham, it will be 
recollected, was the bearer of Mr. Buchanan’s let- 
ters to Commodore Conner and the Mexican secre- 
tary of war, but had been detained here for the want 
of a vesse] going to Vera Cruz.” 


The Chariesion Patriot ofthe 4th inst., has the fol- 
| lowing: “U. S. R. steamer Legare, off Rio Grande, 
lug. 22. I huve just received on board a bearer of 
despatches for Vera Cruz, and sail immediately:— 
You may expect to hear of my arrival at New Or- 
leans about the 10th or 12th of Sept. The steamer 
McLean arrived here vesterday, and will go back 
for coal.” 





Mr. McLane, has been received with as great cor- 
diatity on his return to his native country as he ap- 
pears to have been parted from with regret at the 
court to which he wasa representative. English 
journals and English statesmen, all speak of the 
American minister with respect, and testify to the 
services he has contributed towards a restoration of 
harmony and of comparative good feeling between 
that country and the United States, and also refer to 
the deep solicitude he has evinced no less than to 
the business-like capacity and statesman-like views 
which have distinguished his intercourse with their 
government. The New York chamber of com- 
merce and the common council of New York, on 
Mr. McLane’s arrival on the 5th at that city from 
Boston, by deputation, met him with congratulations 
on the happy snecess of his mission, and with ex- 
| pressions of good will and good wishes. 








| THE NOTICE FOR THE JOINT OccUPANCY or OrE- 
| GON TO TERMINATE. The precise instructions given 
| by President Polk to Mr. McLane in respect to the 
/manner and formalities with which the notice should 
be communicated, not to the British authorities, but 
to deliver it to “her Britannic Majesty in person, or 
| to her majesty’s principal secretary of state,” &e., 
| after he should “have ascertained which of these 
/modes of presenting it [was] most in accordance 
_with ber majesty’s wishes,” occasioned sundry no- 
| tices. 
The Londen Times remarks on it thus: “Atten- 
tive readers will not fail to remark what may be 
called the very unusual form, at least, in which 
| Mr. Polk desired to give the notice—an autograph 
from sovereign to sovereign! J. K. Polk, President 
of the Yankee Doodles, to Victoria, Queen of the 
| Bull family! Well might Mr. McLane express doubt 
whether such a form of communication would be 
‘deemed admissable;” and we are still left in doubt 
whether the autograph of President Polk was pre- 
| sented ‘to her majesty in person,’ instead of passing, 
| as all preceding matters connected with the negoti- 
ation have, through the state departments of the two 
| countries. : 
| ‘Phe invariable usage of our country has been, 
| we believe, to deal with foreign countries through 
| our secretary of state, and the corresponding officer 
| of such countries, and not, as is sometimes done in 
Europe, directly from monarch to monarch. But the 
severe democracy of Mr. Polk seems to have pleas- 
/ed itself with the notion of addressing himself di- 
'rectly to his well-beloved cousin, Queen Victoria; 
and, to obtain this gratification, to have snatched a 
grace besond the reach of our diplomatic prece- 
denis. ibis is no great matter, to be sure, but it 
| looks silly.” 
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STATES OF THE UNION. 





Vermont.—Gov. Slade, declined being considered a 
candidate for re-election. Having accepted the appoint 
ment to the office of Secretary and General Agent of the 
Central Committee for promoting National Education, 
(not the Presidency of the Oberlin Institute, as errone- 
ously announced by some of the public journals.) he re- 
moves to Cincinnati, Ohio, so soon as he is relieved 
from his present official duties as governor of the state 


of Vermont. 
COAL MINES. 


The Erie Extension canal, which was opened last 
year extending from the Ohio river about 20 miles 
above Pittsburg to Erie, on Lake Erie, length about 
130 miles, passes through a very extensive coal re- 
gion destined to supply a large territory and vast po- 

ulation with fuel, as from this district coal can be 

elivered at Lake Erie cheaper than from any other 
source,--cheap as wood row is and must be for 
many years on the borders of the Jake. The freight 
on this coal alone wiil, in my opinion, soon support 
the canal. .For smithing it is better than charcoal, 
and cheaper at $5. per ton than charcoal. For ma- 
ny uses it is superior to any other coal to be had.— 
It is delivered on board the canal boats at $1 25 to 
$1 50 per ton, and is selling at Rochester. N. Y., at 
about $5 00 per ton, et Erie at $2 25. There 
are three mines worked,—Greenville, Sharon, and 
~Clarksville, about 70 miles from Erie. The coal 
contains much less sulphur than other bituminous 
coal. 

At present the country is suffering, as supposed, 
from the pestilential effects of the reservoir at the 
summit of the canal. It is very sickly there, and on 
the borders of the canal toward Erie. 

To feed the canal it became necessary to rain 
some at the lake about 10 feet. The Jake was about 
three miles long with shallow banks. The state 
foreseeing the evils of shallow flowage contracted to 
clear and burn up all the wood on the borders to be 
flowed. But the want of means cut short the ap- 
propriations, and the work was but partially done. 
A large portion of the fish in the lake have died this 
summer. Much of the borders of the lake is cover. 
ed with scum and floodwood. 

A remedy must be provided, or these ills to the 
country for many miles round and for many years 
to come, will be greater than the benefits accruing 
from the canal. Crark Ricu, of 

Shoreham, Vt. 





Massacuusetts.—Political.—The state election takes 
place on the 9th of Nov.—and parties are now busily 
marshalling for the contest, which promises to be a warm 
one. ‘Three parties will be in the field,—whigs, locos, 
and abolitionists, besides which there is in Boston a) 
sprinkling of nativeism. Gov. Briggs will probably be | 
nominated by the whigs for re-election. 

Criminals.—The number of persons now in the house | 
of correction, at South Boston, is one hundred greater | 
than were there one year ago, and forty more then the | 
number of cells—something that has not occurred be- 
fore since that institution was erected. [Boston Mail. | 

A temperance movement.—A petition is geting up in 
Boston praying the common council noi to license any 





theatre without making it a condition on the part of the | 
lessee to prohibit the sale of any sort of drinks within the | 


walls, and to abolish the licentiousness of the “third 
tier”? ‘he petition says:—‘‘In permitting the sale of 


| 


any kind of liquids a way is opened for the introduction | 


: drinks,’ by which novices and those unac- 
of “fancy Sa fadaen to the body of the people assembled in mass 


meetings, it would highly conduce to the ends of justice | 


quainted with the varieties of fashionable and popular 
saloons are seduced to their destruction.” 

The Naumkeag Cotton Company have erected, at Sa- | 
lem, an edifice which contains twelve thousand panes | 
of glass, two millions two hundred thousand bricks, and 
has four halls capable of holding twelve thousand. per. | 


} 
} 





| property, bringing the amount of annual rents above 


discovery of gold ore in Massachusetts. Not so. Dr. 
Hitchcock, in his Geographical Report of the State of 
Massechusetts, gives minutely the result of washing a 
quantity of the sand, and expresses the opiniom that the 
mine might be worked with profit. The same facts 
will doubtless be again presented in the forthcoming re- 
port of Prof. Adams, Geologist of the state of Vermont, 
—There have been several valuable specimens found at 
different times in the southern part of Vermont, and in 
the western central portion of Massachusetts. A mass 
was found in the Deerfield river, a few years since, 
weighing about sixty dollars; and about the sources ol 
this and Green river the sands are to a considerable de- 
gree impregnated with the same metal. 

Boston city finances —Amount of receipts during the 


fiscal vear ending Ist May, 1846, $1,123,723 
Expenditures, 1,103,517 
Surplus of receipts, $20,206 
The principal receipts were from taxes, 765,825 
Proceeds of land sales, 192.138 
Rents of city property, 48.361 
School fund of the state, 3,055 
Fees and licences, 1,927 


The principal expenditures were the fullowing, viz:— 
Principal of city debt, above the amount of new 


loans, $114,400 
Interest on do., 43,241 
Schools and school houses, 226 019 
Fire department, including reservoirs, 74,277 
Widening streets, 112,505 
Paving and repairing do., 68,779 
Lighting do., 26,254 
Watch department, 53,474 
County expenses, 33,556 
State tax, 25.488 
Houses of industry, and reformation, and poor, 33 362 
Houses of correction, 13,969 
Health and quarantine, 29.719 | 
Salaries and clerk hire, 20,311 | 
Police and ward meetings, 14,460 


The present amount of the city debt is $1,048,866, 
of which $30,000 is at an annual interest of 4 per 
cent., $100,000 at 6 per cent., and the residue at 5. 
per cent. 

The city owns besides public squares, buildings 
used for public purposes, including 19 grammar and 
31 primary school houses, and buildings and other 


eee, 


The elective franchise—The committee on elective 
franchise of the state convention have reported in favor 
of every white and colored male citizen of the age of 2] 
having the right to vote, who shall have been a citizen 
Jor sixty days, and an inhabitant of this state one year 
next preceding any election, and for the Jast six months 
a resident of the county where he may offer his votc,— 
A minority of the commitiee reported an amendment 
that he must have paid a tax to the state or county as. 
sessed upon his estate, and be able to read the English 
language. 

The practice of law, by a decision of the convention, 
is to be free to any citizen of the state. | 

Banks of the state-—The quarter yearly report as of 
the Ist August, compared with that of the Ist May, ex. 
hibits a reduction in the amount of liabilities, of over 
four millions of dollars,—whilst the proportion of specie 
to balance of liabilities on the Ist of May was 1 to 63 
and on the Ist of August 1 to 54. 4 
Aggregate of investments Ist May $90,130.42) 
4“ 


on Ist August $5,502,235 
Being a reduction of $4,623, 186 
The surplus of immediate liabilities over 
immediate means, exclusive of specie, on 
the Ist of May, was $50.959,799 
On the Ist of August 47,456 623 


$3,503,176 
The specie on the Istof May $8,171,624 
ist of Aug. 8,673,309 —— 501.585 


Actual reduction of liabilities $4,004 861 
The amount of specie had increased 501,685 
Cash items had decreased 898,479 
Due from banks do 653,257 
Circulation do 2,931,006 
Individual deposites do = 2.758.824 
U. S. Government deposites do — 1,377,982 


Due to banks had increased 1,640,178 
“canal fund 9 79 387 
This exhibit shows that the banks have pursued a cau- 
tious ard safe course and that the general business js 
less active than it has been. 
The whig state convention, is to meet at Utica on the 
23d instant. 
Vireinia.—.9 right of way convention.—Western 
Virginia is all alive, and will make the assemblage 





stated, a large tract of saleable Jands and flats, from 
the sales of which a large income is derived. The 
cily holds bonds and mortgages, considered good, 
chiefly given for land sales, amounting to $455,914, 


‘besides a number of funds, the income of which is 


appropriated to public and charitable uses. 





New Yorx.—The state constitutional convention, con- 
tinues busily occupied with the important duties they 
have been charged with. Very material changes are 


likely to be adopted by them in the organic laws of the 


state. Among the propositions which have been par- 
tially adopted 1s that of— 

Electing judges of the courts by popular vote-—The 
Providence Journal, in reference to this project says: 


*We rather hope the experiment will be tried. Let 


|the judges be elected by the people, and for short terms 


of course, for the principle which refers their election 


|to the popular suffrage requires that they should be held | 
-| to a strict responsibility to the appointing power, and 


| that the people should have frequent opportunities of re- 
| viewing their decisions. Important cases generally re- 
'main before the courte for several years—in New York, 


we believe, a single generation is a short term for the 


duration of a chancery suit—and unless, indeed, there 
should be an appeal provided from the decisions of the 


 — ed 


that some great case pending in the courts should be | 


made an issue in the election, and that the choice of the 
judges should depend upon the manner in which they 
should pledge themselves to decide. 

In this way the collected wisdom of the people would 


sons each. | be brought in aid of the judiciary, and could not fail to 


Salem.—A correspondent of the New Haven Palladi. | 
um exclaims:—" W hat a magnificent town Salem is, full 
ot princely residences, and easy, comfortable-ivoking, | 
retired old sea captains and men of great fortunes, who 
supply Boston and New York with almost half the capi- 
tal they trade on. There, as in Newburybort, they are 
erecting vast steam cotton factories, one in Salem, tear 
ly ready for use, being four hundred feet long!” 

Lowell beauties. —The Yankees are a discerning peo- | 

le, and no mistake, as well as business people. No) 
ss than 221 female operatives have been married at, 
Lowell during the year past. , 

Lowell improvements.—A few years since Lowell was | 
hardly known. ‘The value of her factories are now es: | 
timated at $9,222,600, and they pay a tax of $64,558 20. 

Relief for Nantucket —The amount already subscrib- | 
ed in this city, for the relief of the Nantucket sufferers, | 
js $18,200. Fifteen thousand have been remitted, three 
more will.be sent in a few days. ‘The subscription is to} 
be kept open unti] $20,000 have been raised. 

{ Boston Atlas. 

Gold in Massachusetts.—Some very fine specimens of | 
gold have recently been discovered by John H. Plake, | 
esq-, of Boston, while examining a quartz vein which | 
was laid open in Dedham. by his directions, for the pur- | 
pose of ascertaining whether it was worth w orking for 
galena. Some of the journals announce this as the first | 


| purity, 


have a salutary effect upon the calmness and disinter- 
ested fairress of judicial decisions. ‘The ermine of jus- 


'uce might occasionally be sviled by being dragged 
‘through the gutters of partizan strife, but there are a do- 


zen preparations warranted to restore it to its original 


be adipinistered there, are refreshing to think of. 
should no longer have to weep over the cruel fate of 
Big Thunder, or to prove the innocence of the patriots 
who shot down a sheriff while serving a process. Big 


Thunder himself might be seated upon the bench, un- | 


less his talents, which are decidedly executive, might 
lead him to take the subordinate but more active duties 
of sheriff.” 
‘The convention on the 26th by a vote of 64 to 42, 
edopted the following as the 2d section on the judiciary: 
“2. There shall be a court of appeals, composed of 


‘eight judges, of whom four shall be elected by the elec 
‘tors of the state for eight years, and four selected from 


that class of justices cf the supreme court having the 
shortest time to serve. Provision shall be made by law 
for designating one of the number elected as chiet judge, 


and for selecting such justices of the supreme court from | 


time to time, and for em classifying those elected that one 
shall be elected every second year.” 


The kind of judges who would be elected in | 
the anti-rent districts, and the kind of justice that would | 
We } 


which is to take place at Weston, on the 25th inst., 
_one of the most imposing assemblages that has ever 
occurred in that commonwealth. The Weston Sen- 
_tinel says, ‘‘The whole earth will be literally alive 
| with an anxious and indignant people.” A number 
of the most distinguished men of the state are invited. 
The apprehension of losing the chance of connect: 
ing with the Maryland works, without a fair pros- 
| pect of securing a connection through the Virginia 
| projects, has aroused the western Virginians exceed- 
‘ingly. The Staunton Spectator says: 
There is no doubt that the apprehensions of our 
| northwestern brethren are well founded; but wheth- 
ler they will be able to avert the evil consequences 
of the contracted policy of our legislature by any ac- 
tion they can now take, seems (to us to be rather pro- 
_blematical. The Baltimore company has given its 
approval to the Connellsville project, and its engi- 
neer, Mr. Latrobe, is engaged in making the neces- 
sary surveys. It is also stated that the company has 
‘authorized its president to contract for a loan of 
'three millions cf dollars for the speedy prosecution 
and completion of the work. Under these circum- 
stances, it is hardly probable that the Baltimore 
company would find an adequate motive for forming 
another connection with the Ohio at its own ex- 
pense, especially so high up the river. We have 
always believed, however, that the route up this 


valley was the favorite one of the company; and it is 
the only one now, as we conceive, which offers ade- 
quate inducements to its enterprize. Of course, the 
|opposition to such a grant would be much stronger 
\than to the right of way asked for by the company 
through the northwestern counties. But, it seems 
to us, that those who have heretofore objected most 
strenuously to it, are placed by their action Jast win 
ter, in granting a charter to a company confessedly 
of foreign capitalists to make a railroad from Rich- 
mond to Ohio, in a position which will render it ex- 
ceedingly difficult for them to maintain their oppos! 
\tion longer, with any show of consistency. The 
|grealtest and most substantial reason—that of sul- 
/rendering privileges so important to a foreign col 
poration—they have virtually abandoned in the cas¢ 
of the charter granted at the instance of Peter Clarke 
& Co., of New York. Would it not be well, (het, 
for us of the valley, and all others interested in the 
completion of the great central communication 
which the James River company is found wholly 
inadequate to accomplish, to turn our attention to 
this subject? Our Richmond friends bave'set us the 
example, by throwing themselves, in their despall 
into the arms of New York capitalists; and surely 
they cannot complain of us, if we, in our extremily; 
‘should inveke similar aid of the Baltimore and Ohio 
| railroad company. 





— 
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Lovistana.—General Taylor has presented to the 
state of Louisiana, as a compliment to her gallant 
citizens, a Mexican standard—one of his trophies on 
the glorious 8th and 9th May. 





Kentucky.—Election. 

The Senate, consists of 38 members, elected to 
serve four years—one third elected every second 
year. Ten were elected accordingly at the recent 
election, besides one to fill a vacancy in the 3d dis- 
trict, occasioned by the resignation of N. E, Gray. 
The following is the result of the election: 








34 dist. F. M. Bristow, (W.) J. McLarning, (W.) 
Christian, 789 874 
Todd, 630 288 

1479 1162 
4th dist. J. V. Walker, (W.) No opposition. 
Logan, 908 
Simpson, 405 

1313 

13th dist. McNary, (W.) Robt. Moseby, (D.) 
Butler, 305 325 
Muhlenburg, 779 259 


Ohio, (heard from, but not officially.) 





VANDERVENTER, (whig,) 6,864; Wuson, (abol.) 395. 
6th district, Turner, (loco,) 8,843, elected; Knox, 
(whig,) 8,456; Taticorrt, (abol.) 947. 

7th district, Canrwricnt, (loco,) 4,829; LincoLn, 
(whig,) 6,340 [elected]; Watcort, (aboi.) 249. 

Result—Six locos and one whig—same as in the 
present congress. 

The legislature will have a large loco majority in 
each branch. 

Mornon troubles.—Apprehensions of more blood- 
shed are seriously entertained. It will be recollected 
that the governor of I}linois on being applied to a 
short time since on behalf of the people at and around 
Nauvoo, for aid of the civil authorities of the state, 
to protect them from threatened assaults by the anti- 
Mormons, replied, that according to stipulations the 
Mecrmons were all to have left the state by a given 
day,—that if they failed to comply, he would inter. 
pose no more—“they might now fight it out.” The 
new purchasers and the remaining Mormons there- 
upon armed for defence in a short time actually 
carried the war into “Carthage”—or at least into 
‘““Warsaw”—with a force which the anties were not 
prepared to contend with. Several acts of violence 
of each party continued to aggravate affairs—the 
anti-Mormons took time to organize and recruit for 
more formidable operations. About four hundred, 
well armed and equipped, having six pieces of artil- 
lery, are now under the command of Joun Carin, 
son of the former governor of the state, who assumes 
to be acting as sheriff or constable of the county and 
that the body of men under his command are the 
posse comitatus, and publicly avows the design to treat 
those at Nauvoo as a mob, and the temple as a nui- 
sance, which it is their right and duty to abate. 


nD 


returned and brought a letter from one Jobn Carlin, 
who claims to be an officer—but of what grade or 
standing, does not inform us—denying my right to 
act in this case, and also denying the right of the 
governor or aay one under his command, to interfere 
with his posse, as he calls it. I then addressed a 
private letter to said Carlin, informing him of my 
authority, and my determination to execute my du- 
ties, and to keep the peace of said county, and to re- 
gard any assemblage of armed men in this county, 
with hostile intentions towards this place, after re- 
ceiving the notice of my position in this county— 
and being ordered to disperse and go to their homes, 
A MoB; and that | should disperse them as such, and 
sent it to him by two of my men who returned yes- 
terday about noon, having been arrested and detained 
all night, by an armed mob at Carthage, and being 
otherwise menaced. They brought another letter 
from said Carlin, addressed to me, in which he de- 
nies my authority, and threatens, if he is resisted in 
attempting to enter Nauvoo with the said pretended 
posse, he should regard me, and the force under my 
command, as a mob, and disperse it as such. 

1, therefore, in the name of the people of the state 
of Illinois, and by virtue of the power in me vested, 
by the governor of said state, hereby call upon and 
order all good citizens who may be assembled at 
Carthage, or any other place in said county, whether 
from this or any other county or state, forthwith to 
return to their homes and keep the peace.» And 1 
hereby declare all persons who shall be assembled 
together at Carthage, or elsewhere in this county— 
with hostile intentions towards this town or its citi- 
zens, or any portion thereof, or for any other unlaw- 


'ful purpose, whether assembled under the pretence 


The governor seems to have reconsidered his de. | 0f Carlin’s posse, or otherwise—as a mos, assembled 


termination of letting the parties “fight it out,” and 
has issued the following orders: 

Executive department, Spring field, Jug. 21, 1836. 
To Major James R. Parker, 

Of the 32d regiment Ilinois militia:— 

Sir: [ have received information that another ef- 
fort is to be made on Monday next, to drive out the 
inhabitants of Nauvoo, new as well as old, and to 
destroy the city. 

} understand that it is believed in the surrounding 
country that the new cilizens in Nauvoo are all 











17th dist. Russell, (W.) Drake. (W.) 
Franklin, 851 213 
Shelby, 1134 833 
1985 1046 
Qist dist. Jas. Brien, (D.) Thos. M. Jones, (D.) 
Trigg, 505 313 
Calloway, 451 437 
Marshall, 373 196 
1329 946 
234 dist. J. Speed Smith, (W.) No opposition. | 
Madison, 815 
Garrard, 465 
1280 
25th dist. Hawkins, (W.) Brasher, (D.) | 
Carroll, 372 349 
Boone, 917 885 
Gallatin, 339 366 
1628 1600 
27th dist. Williams, w. Cunningham, w. Scroggins, d. | 
Bourbon, 867 455 90)3 
Scott, 5U8 141 528 
1375 596 721 | 
QVih dist. Innis, (W.) Newell, (D.) | 
Harrison, 82°) 963 | 
Bracken, 708 922 | 
1528 1485 | 
32d dist. Thornton, (W.) Christopher, (W.) | 
Jessamine, 403 714 
Woodford, 832 149 
1235 863 | 
34th district. Total official vote in Greenup, Carter, 
Lawrence, and Johnson: 





James M. Rice, democrat, 838 
Villian: G. Carter, whig, 763 
Wiiliam Conner, democrat, 758 
Jesse Corum, democrat, 331 
Kelsey N. Harris, whig, 136 


The Senate cousists of 26 whigs and 12 lecos. 

Representatives. —The popular branch, elected an- 
nuaily, consists of 100 members. 

The result of the election was— 
Whigs, 63 | 
Locos, 37—Whig majority 26. 

Average whig majority on joint ballot 40. Last) 
year the whig majority on joiut ballot was 32—viz: | 
10 in the senate and 22 in the house. 

Judicial. —The Hon. Henry Pirtle, of Louisville, 
has been appointed judge of the circuit court of 
Kentucky, in the place of the Hon. John Marshall, 
deceased. 








Intino1s.—Election returns. 

For governor.—Gov. Frencu, (loco re—elected,) 
58,576; Kitparrick, (whig,) 36,939; Ex.us, (aboli- 
tionist,) 5,147. 

For lieut. governor.— Wet, (loco,) 57,421; Wit- 
cox, (whig,) 36,274; Smirn, (abolitionist,) 5,133. | 

For congress.—Ist district, TrumBuLL, (loco,) 5,- | 
015; Smrru, (ind. loco,) 7,068 [elected]; Marsua.y, 
(abolitionist,) 62. 

2d district, M’CLeRNanp, (loco re-clected,) 7,151; | 
scattering 204. | 

3d district, Ficxiin, (loco re-elected,) 6.473; Mc- | 
Laveuuin, (ind. loco,) 4,730; scattering 35. 





4t0 district, Wenrworrn, (loco re-elected,) 12,-| and that they should cowe to this city and regulate | 


026; Kerr, (whig,) 6,864; Loveyoy, (abol.,) 3,531. | 


eth district, Doverass, (locu re~elected,) 9,628; | zens over the river, among other things. 


| 1 am assured that the contrary is the truth. 


_attempted or threatened, you are hereby authorized 


-erto pursue, and in aid of a peace officer with a 


sent them back with a letter from Carlin, threaten- 


Mormons, and that the remnant of the old Mormon 
population are determined to remain there, alihough 


and acting in opposition to the government of this 
state, and shell treat them as such. 

All citizens so assembled in this county, from oth- 
er counties are hereby commanded to return to their 
homes, and not disturb the peace of this county, un- 
der pain of being regarded as a mob, and suffering 
the pains and penalties of the state of Illinois,” 


Missovri. Election.—St, Louis city and county. 
The following is from the official: 





You are, therefore, hereby authorized and empow- | 


_ered to repair to Nauvoo, and there remain until you | 


are relieved, You will immediately inquire how ma- | 
ny of the inhabitants are new citizens, and how ma- 
ny of the old Mormon population remain, and what 
the prospect is of their removal within a reasonable 
time. And incase an attack on the city should be | 
to take the command of such volunteers as may offer 
their services, free of cost to the state, to repel it 
and todefend the city. You will also have full pow- 


proper warrant, arrest the rioters who may threaten 
to attempt such an attack, and bring them to trial. 
You willhave power with an armed posse to assist 





any peace officer in making arrests and with a like 
force will guard the prisoners to and during their | 
trial, and as long as you may believe thera to be in | 
danger of mob violence. | 

You will also, from time to time, publish in the 
Nauvoo and Quincy papers, the result of your inves- 
tigations and a brief history of your proceedings. 

You are also authorized to accept the services of 
men as volunteers from Fulton county, to serve un- 
der you in performing the above services, who will 
be paid for their services. fam, respectfully, your 
ob’t servant, Tomas Foun, 

Gov. and commander in chief, 


Major Parker repaired to Nauvoo accordingly, | 





placed himself at the head of about two hundred | 
men, well armed, and issued his PROCLAMATION, un- 
der the governor’s authority, despatched by two of 
the men under his command to Carthage. The anti- 
Mormons seized and mal—treated the bearers, and 


ing as above. Upon receiving this the major issued 
a seccnd PROCLAMATION, dated 
Headquarters, Nauvoo, Hancock co.,, Iil., 
August 28, 1846. 

To all good citizens of Hancock, and the surrounding 
counties, £il.—( which, after reciting the incident and 
stating the position of affairs—proceeds:) ‘*] sent the 
said proclamation to Carthage by two of the men 
under my command; and they were assaulted and 
most barbarously treated by a mob of men gathered 
together there, calling themselves a Constable’s pos- 





se—who said that they disregarded my authority, 


For congress. Uriel Wright, (native) 2,658* 
James B. Bowlin, (loco) 2,394 
William Milbourn, cloco) 1,048 

For senators. A. Long, (native) 2,539* 
W. M. Campbell, (native) 2,811* 
Bryon Mullenphy, (loco) 2,493 
Henry Tyler, (loco) 2,154 
W. C. Anderson, (ind.) 995 
Archibald Carr, (ind.) 746 


*Elected. 

For representatives. Mesers. J. M. Massey, G. Smy- 
zer,and J. W. ‘laylor, (natives,) and G. M. Moore, 
(anti-native,) are elected. 

The whigs had no ticket. 

For sheriff. Samuel Conway, (native,) is elected, re- 
ceiving 1,790.; H. B. Belt, (ind.) 1,596; S. M. Carre, 
(whig) 1,067. 





Trexas.—Political.—Another congressional elec- 
lion is approaching in Texas. Mr. Pillsbury, the 
present representative, is again opposed by Mr. Wil- 
liams, who was ‘ta good second” in the late contest, 
says Picayune. 

The cotton crop of Texas, has suffered severed se- 
verely by the caterpillar. 

District or CoLump1a.—Retrocession of Alexandria. 
According to the act of the last session of congress, 
the question of retrocession was submitted to the 
people of Alexandria city and county, on the 3lst 
ult. The following was the result: 

For retrocession, 763 
Against retrocession, 292 
—Those against retrocession were nearly all from 
the county. Their flag was **What Washington has 


_done, let no cne undo!”? There was some admirable 


speaking on the hustings. The retrocessionists had 
a grand procession in celebration of their triumph. 


| Virginia bas now to act on the subject, and resume 


her dominion to the Potomac. 


‘4 proclamation,” issued by President Pork, dated 
at Washington, 7th Sept., 1846, recites the provi- 
sions of the act of congress which authorizes retro- 
cession, in case of the approval thereof by a majority 
of votes, announces the fact that he had received the 
official returns in due form, and in virtue thereof, 
notifies all concerned “that the act aforesaid is in 
full force and effect. 

Wisconsin.—The population of Wisconsin, by a 
recent census, is about 160,000. 





Orecon.—Currency.—The provincial governor of 
Oregon recommends that a law be passed, making 


matters, and set the Mormons and certain new cili-| wheat a legal tender for debt, it is, he says, the sta- 


My men! ple preduct of the territory, and not perishable. 
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THE WAR WITH MEXICO. 








“The peace with Mexico,” from the measures which 
have been pro.oulged, and other measures supposed 
to be in process, our readers no doubt are by this 
time looking out for an announcement of, instead of 
a continuance of the caption, which} however, en- 
circled with laurels, has not yet became an agrea- 
ble one to the peace-loving citizens of our happy 
republic. As yet, however, we cannot cry “‘peace,” 
*‘peace,” for in truth “there is no peace.” True, 
we have on one hand, the assurance that every mem- 
ber of the new cabinet of the (late?) acting President 
of Mexico, Bravo, is in favor of a peace with the U. 
States, and the assurance on the other hand, that 
Santa Anna “prefers peace,” though, it is added, if 
the Mexicans insist on war, that he must needs obey 
their will,—puiting that and that together, and then 
adding a third assurance, which we also find on just 
about the same reliable authority, (the public jour- 
nals and their letter.writers,)—that the people of 
Mexico are exceedingly anxious for peace,—giv- 
ing credit to all these, and not doubting the offi- 
cial assurance which President Po_x took occasion 
in his late communication to the Mexican minister 
of foreign affairs, so emphatically to repeat, that he 
has all along been most solicitous to restore, as he 
was before hostilities, to preserve peace,—putting, 
we say, all these together, and adding the now ad- 
mitted anxiety of both France and Engtand for an 
amicable settlement of the difficulties between the 
United States and Mexico, such assurances as these, 
that all parties concerned, as well as of others not 
concerned, are anxious for a restoration of peace, 
and it would seem as if the deuce must be in it, if we 
can’t oblain a peace under such favoradie circum- 
s'ances, more especially, as it is not at ail concealed 
that our executive would be willing to stipulate to 
pay a few miilions to obtain the terms he designs to 
propose. 

Yet, with all these inducements, these apparent 
facilities towards a restoration of harmony, and not- 
withstanding the general impression that an under- 
standing exists between President Poik and Sania 
Anna, an impression which has been fortified almost 
into a certainty on many minds, by the fact of Com- 
modore Conner going on board the Princeton -him- 
self,” on discovering the British steamer Arab ap- 
proaching, on board of wi.ich Santa Anna was 
known to be, and his allowing the latter to slip into 
the port of Vera Cruz without boarding,—all these 
favorable appearances notwithstanding, there are 
those .hat still apprehend that war may be continued. 
Some, through want of faith in Santa Anna; sone 
from a certainty that Almonte, who accompanied 
Santa Anna, is an inveterate opponent of the dis- 
memberment of Mexico; others from the fact that 
Santa Anna was accompanied by several distinguish- 
ed military officers, one of them said to be ihe best 
cavalry officer in Mexico, (as though Santa Anna 
might not want his services against Bravo and Pa- 
redes); and others again who are not without suspi- 
cions that Paredes, Bravo, Santa Anna, and Almonte 
all understood each other, and are playing a Mexi- 
can game upon us; others doubt the disposition of 
the people of Mexico being friendly to a settlement 
on terms of dismemberment, and think that let Pa- 
redes, Bravo, Santa Anna, ur whoever may be dic- 
tator, he will be compelled to defend, or attempt to 
defend the integrity of the Mexican territory. 


“THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION.” 


General Taylor with, it is believed, the whole of 
the *tregulars” under his immediate command, were 
concentrated as high up the Rio Grande as Camargo, 


by the 10th of August, a few advance detachmenis | 


being pushed a little in advance of that post, in the 
direction of Monterey. It was expected, at the la- 
test dates from thence, that wagons, horses, and 
mules, as well as munitions and provisions, for which 
he had been impatiently waiting, might arrive there 
by the 20th or 30th of August, sufficient to authorise 
his quitting navigable water and commencing a 
march for the interior of Mexico. 

In the mean time, whilst Genera! Teylor was de- 
tained, after the victories of the 8th and 9th of May, 
for waut of these indispensable ‘‘materials” for an 
offensive campaign, from pursuing the enemy, the 
terms of the volunteers who had hurried to his relief 
on the first requisition, expired, and they have been 
discharged without a man of them having been af- 
forded achance to meeta Mexican in arms. No 
fault of theirs, or of the general in command. It 
may have been the fortune of war. 

“It is not in the power of mortals to command success. 
You have done more,” my countryinen, 
“You have deserved it.” 

Fresh volunteers, or twelve monih’s men, to the 
number of ten or twelve thousand, have just reach- 
ed the scene of action, and whilstthey garrison the 


or gradually march to sustain him, they are devoting 
most of their time, as they should do, to acquiring 
sufficient discipline to qualify them to meet a disci- 
plined enemy. A few companies only, and those 
composed cf troops from vicinities in which they 
have had opportunities to acquire considerable disci- 
pline, have as yet been associated with ‘‘the regu- 
lars.”” It must take some time to qualify troops 
gathered from the interior,and who have never seen 
service, to meet such troops as were met with on the 
8th and 9th of May, without imminent risk of a very 
different result. 

An abstract of the latest intelligenee from this 
division of the army wiil be found in this number. 


THE EXPEDITION AGAINST SANTA FE, 

Was progressing handsomely, and though the re- 
port which reaehes us by the way of Fort Osage, 
Mo., that an express had reached Fort Leavenworth 
from General Kearney, announcing that he had ta- 
ken Santa Fe without the firing of a gun, is no doubt 
premature, yet we have no doubt that such intelli 
gence will soon arrive. 

The latest authentic information we have from 
Fort Leavenworth is to the 23d August. Lieut. 
Col. Allen, of the U. S. army, died that morning of 
congeslive fever. He was in command of the 500 
Mormons, and had acted as the agent for enlisting 
those men as part of the volunteer infantry to be em- 
ployed in the expedition against Santa Fe. 

The last of Price’s regiment of Missouri mounted 
men, together with the colonel and staff, left Fort 
Leavenworth on the 23d. Great exertions were be- 
ing made to forward the infantry as well as the pro- 
visions and munitions. 

The St. Louis Republican of the 3d inst. has a 
letter from Fort Leavenworth, which says: ‘‘More 
than seventy wagons with army-stores and provisions 
have left here this week already. More than two 
hundred mules have arrived here this week, which 
have been purchased by the government, and more 
than one hundred teamsters reported themselves 
yesterday as ready togo. ‘The government will find 
no difficulty now in getting transportation for all she 
wants. If the infantry regiment were ready on the 
ground, they could leave in ten days.” 


THE EXPEDITIGN UNDER GENERAL WOOL. 

Without waiting for the arrival of the general and 
his volunteers and munitions, we perceive that a de- 
iachment has advanced from Antonio de Bexar to 
the Rio Grande in the direction which this division 
was to take, between Santa Fe and Camargo. We 
shall hear from them shortly. 


OPERATIONS UPON THE PACIFIC. 

We are yet wiihout authentic information from 
our squadron, other than was noticed in our last, re- 
ceived by the British brig of war Daring, at New 
O:leans. Government may possibly be in possession 
of intelligence not yet promulgated. Of the occu 
pation of at least two of the ports on the coast of 
California, by our squadron, there is no doubt. The 
British commandant on that station, it is said, was at 
a loss how to act in such a case, and despatched an 
officer for advice or instructions from the British 
minister at Washington or the governor general of 
Canada. 

As Commodore Stioar has had all the tedious, in- 
active service, and had, no doubt, made himself fa- 
miliar with the whole concern on that station, we 
sincerely rejoice that the little share of eclat which 
was to be obtained in that remote latitude, has fallen 
to his lot, before officers sent for the purpose of su- 


ee 


positions which General Taylor has left in his rear, |the “largest liberty” under the rule of such a colo- 


ne], and the most lawless license in the E] Dorado 
they seek, will find themselves under restraints 
which they neither anticipated nor desired ” 


The Albany Argus publishes the following letter, 
we presume, from one of the volunteers. 

“The California regiment is stil] stationary here in 
New York, though every effort is making to expedite 
its departure. ‘The government has engaged three 
noble ships, 700 to 800 tons, for transports, at a cost 
of $65,000. The preparations made for arming the 
regiments are very extensive. We are to be fur- 
nished with 800 pereussion-lock muskets, 800 do, 
with flint locks, and 80vU rifles. In addition to this 
there will be equipments and cannon sent out for one 
company of artillery, and all the appointments for 
the corps of dragoons. This is done to provide 
against any possible contingency, and to make suc- 
cess any thing but problematical. If, therefore, on 
our arrival, we should not be enabled to co-operate 
with Gen. Kearney, immediately, Col. Stevenon 
will probably at once organize the dragoon corps.— 
It is also expected that one company will be furnish- 
ed with rifles, so that we shall form a complete army 
in ourselves, having one company of artillery, one 
of dragoons, seven of infantry, and one of light in- 
fantry or riflemen. I have had the pleasure of ex- 
amining some of the muskets destined for our use, 
and I hesitate not to say that a more perfect article 
was never made. They are of the latest and best 
army pattern, perfect in their construction, and of 
most exquisite finish. The bayonet is secured from 
being wrenched off in action by a moveable ring, 
which renders it utterly impossible for the most ex- 
pert swordsman to change the position or unfix the 
bayonet.” 


The ™. Y. Herald has the following paragraph:— 

CauirorniA VoLunTEERS. Four companies of the 
new regiment of mounted men for Califoruia, were 
inspected by the proper officer, on Friday evening 
last, in their drill room, corner of Chrystie and De- 
lancy streets. They made a bright appearance, and 
appeared to be composed of the right kind of mate- 
rial. The remaining two companies are complete, 
and will be inspected to morrow evening at the sane 
place. Volunteers are pouring in so fast that seve- 
ral have been rejected, and none but men of respec- 
tability were taken. Application will be made to 
the governor next week for commissions. when they 
will be mustered into the service of the United 
States. 

The Sentinel and the Patrole. Every one has heard 
the old revolutionary joke of the Dutch recruit who 
was flogged three times in succession for allowing the 
patrole to pass him, when on duty, without making 
them first give the countersign, and as he could not 
get the hitch of the thing into his noddle, to save 
homself from a fourth flogging, when he hailed, 
‘‘Who comes there?”—and received the usual reply, 
“The patrole’—sung out to them, ‘*Well besh you 
pat back agin, for you shall no pat dis way any more.” 
it seems that a somewhat similar incident actually 
occurred on Saturday night, on Governor’s Island. 
One of that fine regiment, popularly spoken of as 
Col. Stevenson’s California boys, was put on guard 


'by way of initiating him into the mysteries of a sen- 
| tine!’s duties. 


With the pass word—-Newport”— 
were given to him strict injunctions to shoot the 
first man approaching or departing from the island 
who did not pronounce the shibboleth of the hour.— 
The raw youth shouldered his musket, and scon all 
sounds were hushed save the echo of his own soli- 
tary walk as monotonously he trod the beaten path. 





perceding him in the command arrived. 


THE EXPEDITION BY SEA TO CALIFORNIA. 


There appear to be some difficulties in getting | 
under way with this expedition, and no little disaf- | 
fectiun amongst the volunteers, many of whom scem | 
to have been overcome with a ‘sober second thought.’ | 
The New York Commercial Advocate, says: “The | 
Police Gazette, of this week, contains a list and de. | 
scription of fifty-five deserters from the U. S. army, | 
within a few days. Speaking of the army, we learn, 
that Colonel Stevenson’s California regiment is still | 
stationed at Governor’s Island, and that as yet no | 


steps have been taken for their transportation. Per- | 
haps there are good reasons for this delay on the | 
} 


part of the government, in the rumor of pending nego- | 
tiations respecting the Mexican war, and in the ne- | 
cessity of teaching the recruits habits of subordina- | 
tion and obedience, before they undertake so long a | 
voyage, in which insubordination would be disas- | 


trous. This reason is rendered more probable by | 


certain reports which prevailin the city, and are | 





partially confirmed by the morning papers. 


‘been called out to quell the disorders. It is likely 
| that some of the young men, who expected to enjoy 


it is| 
said that many serious disturbances have taken place | 
! among the recruits, and that the regular troops have | 


But anos the sound of footsteps and then a heavy 
plunge into the water caught his ear, and running to 
the spot he hailed in the direction of the sound, 
‘‘Hallo,—who goes there?” “A friend,” was the 
prompt reply. ‘Then if you be a friend say 
Newport or I'l! shoot.” Great was the laughter 
and not small the vexation of the sergeant of the 
guard, who was in a tent near the speaker. Of 
course he had to call in the whole of the guard and 
change the countersign. 


The New York Journal of Commerce says—*' From 
the great frequency with which the habeas corpus 
privilege is resorted to, to save the children who 
have engaged to go with Col. Slevenson to Califor- 
nia, from the pangs of a long separation from their 
agonized mammas, the writ has become known as & 
writ of non-Californium.”’ 





Gen. TAYLOR’s REPLY TO HIS PROPOSED NOMINA~ 
TION FOR PRESIDENT. 
Ilead-quarters, Army of Occupation, 0 
i t 
Camargo, Mexico, vlug. 14, 19846. 
| Hon. Geo. Forsom: Dear Sir,—The mail of yes- 
|terday conveyed to me your letter of the 16th of 


} 
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July, accompanying a copy of the resolutions re-| 
cently adopted in New York city, and expressive of 


the approbation of a large number of citizens, for 
the recent services of the Army of Occupation.— 
For these expressions our warmest gratitude is due, 
and they will be long remembered as renewed in- 
centives to exertion in the cause of the country. 

For your own very complimentary note, my per- 
sonal thanks are also due. Permit me to say itis a 
source of gratulation to me, that the meeting re- 
frained from the meditated nomination; for the high 
office in question I have no aspirations. The gov- 
ernment has assigned to me an arduous and responsi- 
ble duty, in the prosecution of the existing war; in 
conducting it with honor to the country, lie all my 
real aspirations. & 

It is with great pleasure, sir, that I thus acknow- 
ledge the gratitude of the Army for the good opi- 
nion and cheering approval of the citizens of New 
York city. With assurances of our warm apprecia- 
tion and my own personal wishes for your prosperity 
in life, | remain, Dear Sir, 

Most sincerely yours, 
Z. TAYLOR, Major Gen’l U. S. Army. 


Batries on tHe Rio GRanpe. 

The report by Lieut. Duncan, of the operations 
of the corps under his command in the battles of the 
8th and 9th of Moy, has but lately reached us through 
the columns of the New York Courier. 


LIEUTENANT DUNCAN’S REPORT. 
Camp opposite Matamoros, May 12th, 1846. 


Sir.—In obedience to your instructions, the follow- 
ing report is submitted, in reference to the opera- 
tions of the Battery of Field Artillery which I had 
the honor to command in the battles of ‘* Palo Alto,” 
and ‘“‘Résaca de la Palma,” fought on the 8th and 9th 
insts. 

After the fire from the enemy’s artillery had been 
drawn, by the advance of our line of battle, in obe- 
dience to the instructions of the general command- 
ing, the battery under my command was moved 200 
yards to the front of the line and its fire opened.— 
The battery being the most conspicuous and nearest 
point of our line, the principal part of the fire of the 
enemy’s batteries was at once concentrated upon it, 
and kept up briskly and incessantly for nearly two 
hours; during this time, the battery under my com- 
mand was not idle, but the gallant officers and brave 
men who worked it, returned the enemy, shot for 
shot, with interest. The fire of our battery was 
well directed, yet the enemy’s line, from right to 
left, was steady and unshaken. Jn the early part of 
the engagement, our guns set fire to the prairie grass 
in front of them; the flames spread rapidly, and the 
direction of the wind was such as completely to en- 
velope our own line in smoke, and entirely to con- 
ceal from us the operations of the enemy. 


About two hours after the enemy’s batteries open- 
ed, the fire slackened, and soon after ceased entire- 
ly. This cessation of fire was taken advantage of 
to replenish our ammunition chests, which were 
nearly exhausted, and repair such damage to the 
battery and horses as had been rendered necessary. 
We were actively engaged at this work, when the 
re-opening of the enemy’s batteries showed us that 
his artillery had changed its position, and all its fire 
Was concenirated upon our right, which your brigade 
Was ordered to reinforce. T'he infantry of your 
brigade moved off immediately, and instructions 
Were given by you to the field artillery to follow, as 
‘oon as the necessary repairs were made and the 
chests replenished with ammunition. Whilst these 
Preparations were being made, a lucky breeze rolled 
aside the smoke that had hitherto concealed from us 
the movements of the enemy, when it was discover- 
ed that he was rapidly moving the entire cavairy 


and infantry force of his right wing upon our train, | 





Now began the important operations of the day, so 
far as our little battery was concerned. 

A strong body of the enemy’s infantry, supported 
by two squadrons of cavalry, debouched from the 
extreme right point of the chapparal, and moved 
steadily forward to the attack; one section of the 
battery opened upon them with round shot, shells, 
and spherical case, so well directed, that the whole 
advance, horse and foot, fell back in disorder to the 
bushes; the other section played in the meantime 
upon the mises of cavalry that had halted at the 
sight of the guns, as before mentioned. 


Although these shots were well delivered, and 
each one made an opening through an entire squad- 
ron, this part of the enemy’s Jine stood unshaken. 


The columns of cavalry and infantry, driven back 
in the chapparal by the other section, reformed 
there, and moved forward a second time to the at- 
tack, with great regularity. After they advanced 
about one hundred yards from the chapparal, the 
section before ordered to drive them back, again 
opened on them, and drove them with even greater 
success than before. They fell back, ‘‘pell-meli,” 
to the bushes, and commenced the retreat; their sup- 
porting cavalry abandoned them, rushed back against 
the head of the columns that had hitherto withstood 
our shot, and a flight of the entire right wing com- 
menced—-squadron after squadron took it up, and, in 
less time than it takes to record the fact, the entire 
right wing of the enemy was in full retreat. Both 
sections were now brought to bear upon the enemy’s 
broken and flying column, and a brisk and destruc- 
live fire kept up till they disappeared in the chappar- 
al, and the darkness which by this time enveloped 
friend and foe, put an end to the battle of Palo ‘lio. 
The hearty cheers of the gallant 8th infantry, who 
promptly supported this movement, joined with 
those of Kerr’s intrepid dragoons, who had united 
their destinies with ours before the infantry came up, 
announced to our comrades on the right that on the 
left, too, the field was won. The battery now ea- 
camped with the rest of the army on the battle-field, 
and after slaking their thirst, both officers and men 
threw themselves under the guns that had been serv- 
ed so well, and slept soundly till morning. 

In the affair of the second day, the enemy’s strong 
position ceuld not be assailed with more than one 
battery of artillery at the same time; this honor did 
not fail to the battery under my command, which 
came up early in the action, but could not take part 
‘in it, as the only position from which the enemy 
|could be engaged without galling our own troops, 
| was in possession of Ringgold’s battery, under com 
| mand of Lieut. Ridgley. 


| Our own infantry had been pushed in the chap- 
| paral to the right and left of Ridgley’s battery, and 
| were already in advance so far that both batteries 
|were rendered unavailable; however, by this time 
|the enemy’s batteries had been carried, and his in- 
\fantry began to give ground. 

| At this stage of the action I received instructions 
| to cross the ravine,-and take up a new position.— 
After crossing the ravine, accompanied by Ridgley’s 
‘battery, it soon became apparent that the enemy 
| were in full retreat for the river. About this time, 
Capt. C. F. Smith’s light infantry and Kerr’s dra- 














goons were ordered across the ravine to support the 
‘artillery, and the pursuit at once commenced; a part | 
| of the 3d infantry followed immediately, and Col. 
| Child’s battalion soon after. 
lly be said to have made a stand after the flight com- 
'menced, for a few well directed shots from our bat- 
tezies, drove him from position to position, till he 
‘reached the river. Soon after reaching the river, it 
| was found that no regular crossing had been attempt- 
'ed by the enemy, neither had his retreat been regu- 
lar; they came rushing to the stream in two’s, three’s, 
and smal! bodies, into which they plunged, one par- 
ty after another, as they came up, numbers of whom 


_were drowned before reaching the opposite bank. 


Which was in rear of the left of our line of battle. —| As our pursuing columns debouched from the 
My battery at once followed your brigade to the |chapparral that surrounded our fort on the Rio 
light, where this important fact was communicated | Grande, and saw the “Star Spangled Banner” still 
lo you, when uispositions were promptly made to | waving from the ramparts—the cheers of congratu 
Check this daring movement of the enemy. The lation and delight, that went to and came back from 
allery under my command was ordered to proceed, | our comrades, who had so nobly defended their posi- 
With all possible despatch, to the threatened point, | tion, can never be forgotten. A part of our troops 
{nd hold the enemy in check till the wfantry could |having drunk from the waters of the Rio Grunde, 
come up to its support. Under cover of the smoke, | fell back to the battle ground, where they bivouack- 
Which now in turn favored our movement, the bat- |ed for the night. 


| Smith’s gallant command, who were the first in the 


Urolog prairie, in tull view of the enemy, and en- 
battle aud the last out of it, bivouacked upon the 


Baged him wathin point blank range of our little 





suas, So sudden and unexpected was this movement | banks of the Rio Bravo, many of them on the same 
the enemy, (who a moment before saw us disap- ground they had left nine days belore, and which 
Pear behind the smoke in the had during our absence, been occupied by the invest- 


) ’ ~— 4 . 
that his Opposite direction, ) 
1a] afore s 
; i before a shot tad been fired, or even the guns 
Uimbered. 


Whole coluan of cavairy pulled up to a | 


ing army of our gallant fort. 
Thus ended the battle of and pursuit from the 


The enemy can scarce- | 





The two batteries of artillery, | 
lery dashed back again to the left flank beyond the Kerr’s dragoons, Col. Child’s battalion, and Capt. | 





} 


will long be conspicuous in the annals of our coun- 
try. I parted with the gallant 8th at the ravine, and 
left them nobly engaged with the enemy, and was 
happy to come again under vour command the fol- 
ae day, on the same ground we left ten days be- 
ore 

Our loss was inconsiderable; only four men were 
wounded; one sergeant and one artificer badly, two 
privates slightly; four horses killed, one wounded 
and the carriages slightly battered. It affords me 
the liveliest gratification and pleasure to bear testi- 
mony to the coolness, gallantry and judgment with 
which the officers associated with me, Ist Lieut. J. 
F. Roland, 2nd Lieut. W. Hays, and J. J. Peck, dis- 
charged their respective duties on both of those glo- 
rious days, and the steadiness and bravery of my 
men, is beyond all praise—their work was done in 
the presence of the whole army, and they may with 
pride appeal to their comrades as to the manner in 
which it was performed. My thanks are due to Mr. 
John B. Cozzens, of New York city, who was with 
the battery during the whole of both engagements, 
and rendered important service, by transmitting, 
with coolness and intelligence, through the hottest 
fire, such orders and information as were necessary 
to be communicated from polnt to point during the 
progress of the battle. [I am, sir, very respectfully. 

JAMES DUNCAN, 
Lt. 2d Arv’y., comd’g H. Art’y. 
To Lieut. Col. W. G@. Bectenap, 
Comin’g Ist Brigade, Army of Occupation. 





VOLUNTEERS. 


THE BALTIMORE VOLUNTEERS AND THEIR OHIO COM- 
MANDER. 


Tne following letter is from the camp of the Balti- 
more volunteers on the Rio Grande: 

Camp Belknap, August 2, 1846. 

Our battalion is jomed to one from Ohio, which 
forms a regiment, and this in connection with two 
other regiments from Ohioh, comprises a brigade. 
There are also regiments from Alabama, Georgia, 
and Tennessee, quartered at this same camp, which 
is situated on a high bluff of land, from which we 
can see thousands of tents, and hear the drums beat- 
ing the reveille. 

Yesterday, Lafayette Hands, Andrew Metteer, and 
some of our boys went over to Sarita, and returned 
in rather high spirits. As they were returning home, 
some one gave Andrew Metteer a catfish, which Col. 
Mitchell, of Ohio, who 1s Colonel of the whole bri- 
gade, claimed as his own, and ordered three of his 
men to take it from him. On the men seizing him, 
in compliance with the orders of their commander, 
Metteer drew a dagger and stabbed two of them.— 
Colonel Mitchell then rushed on Metteer with a 
drawn sword and inflicted several severe gashes on 
his head, from the effects of which he fell as if dead. 
Lafayette Hands then seized the Colonel, wrested his 
sword from him, and chased him with it for some 
distance around the camp, until another sword was 
handed him, when they had a regular sword fight, 
lasting some minutes, until the Colonel’s sword broke, 
and he again ran, finally escaping to his own quarters. 
He then gave immediate orders for his men to tura 
out, armed with ball cartridge, when our Captain 
gave similar orders, and marched the Chesapeakes 
down to meet them. When we arrived, Captain 
Stuart, who in the absence of Colonel Watson, is 
commanding officer, ordered out the battalion, aad 
we were all full of fight, and I verily believe that 
our 600 Baltimoriaius could have whipped the whole 
2500 Ohioans. Dan Wells had taken dead aim at 
the Colonel, and would have blown him sky high, 
had it not been for Charles Ehrman, who struck his 
musket. The Colovel then claimed the command of 
the whole brigade, and ordered us to our cainp, 
which order we were compelled to obey. Colonel 
Watson was at Barita, where we immediately sent 


‘after tim, and on his arrival he started for the camp 


of Colonel Mitchell, to demand an explanation of 
his conduct. On his arrival there, however, he was 
told that the Colonel had started for Matamoros to 
report to Gen. Taylor, but Colonel Watson is now 
after him, and I do not know how the spree will 
end. {Baltimore Sun. 
The following is the Ohio side of the question, 
communicated in a Jetter to the Ohio State Journal. 
There is some inconsistency in a but the two 
ters certainly relate to the same affair: 
‘ 4 Camp Belknap, July 30, 1846. 
We had quite an affair some tinue since. Colonel 
Mitchell, as commandant of this post, ordered a vol- 
unteer from Baltimore to bring him something. The 
volunteer paid nv attention to hisorder. Our Colonel 
then commanded him a second time to perform the 
service. ‘The volunteer turned upon his heel and 
replied that “he would see him d—d first.” IL was 


field of Resuca de ta Palma, and closed the day that | close by duing duty, when Col. M. ordered me and 
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five other cadets to arrest the Baltimorean. He im- 
mediately placed himself in a defensive position, and 
drew a knife, swearing at the same time that he 
would cut the first man that dared tocome near him. 
Lieut. Colonel Weller approached and ordered us 
to ‘stand back,’? when al) parties got to fighting. So 
you see we had one fight, at last. 

Our whole regiment and the Baltimore regiment 
were then ordered out. But as we had but six men 
on the ground, and as the Colone]’s tent was avout 
two miles from our encampment, our Colonel was 
disarmed ond carried tothe ground by a superior 
number of stout fellcws, where they laid him down. 
Two of them were about to stab him, when ], back- 
ed by cur boys, jumped into the melee, an released 
our commander from the ruffians. By this time the 
fieid was full of soldiers, and the Baltimorians left. 
I presume the case will undergo an investigation. 

* * * ¥ * ” 


A. MOSES. 


DisBANDING THE SIX MONTHS VOLUNTEERS. Our 
information is, that the department ordered General 
Taylor, positively, to dismiss ‘all the six months 
volunteers, for whom he could not furnish immediate 
service.” From this order, he retained the Texas 
mounted men, for he could give them immediate 
service; but as he could not put all the six months 
volunteers from Louisiana, Alabama, and Missouri, 
into immediate service, and as he had more men 
than he needed, he did not choose to make selections, 
and therefore issued the orders for disbanding the 
whole. Previous to the receipt of this peremptory 
order from the department he had attached the St. 
Louis Legion to Col. Twigg’s command of regulars. 

But the great blunder, so far as the St. Louis Le- 
gion is concerned, is this: It seems that the depart. 
ment did not design to have them disbanded, but had 
assigned them to constitute a part of Brigadier Gen. 
Shields’ command. We understand that Gen Shields 


| Affectionately, 


arrived at Brazos with special instructions and autho- | 


rity from the depariment to retain the J.egion as a 
part of his brigade. He arrived at the Island just as 
the Legion was embarking for N. Orleans, and before 
the order for their return home could be counter- 
manded, ‘hey had sailed. In fact, his authorily was 
not communicated to the officers of the Legion, and 
they returned in total ignorance of it. It seems that 
three days alter the department issued the order to 
gen. Taylor to disband the six months men, they gave 
another order, which was sent to Gen. Shields, or 
Gen. Patterson, attaching the St. Louis Legion to 
Gen. Shields’ command. 

It is stated, that the St. Louis Legion was attach- 
ed by the department to General Shields’ command, 
because of the reputation they had obtained for drill 
and discipline; and, in doing so, it was believed to 
be equivalent lo giving the brigade a regiment of re- 


gulars. 


This is the substance of the information we have, 
and it coines to us in such a shape that we have no, 


reason to deubt. General Patterson, whilst in New 


Orleans, stated that he bad instructions from the de- 
artment to the eflect we have above stated, and that 
the disbanding and sending home the Legion was 


contrary to the intentions of the department. 
[St. Louis Republican. 


— 


Extract of a letter from young Stettinius, of the 
Baltimore volunteers to his parents, dated Camp 
Belknap, opposite Baritta, July 29, 1846: 

“My dear father and mother—It is with pleasure 
that 1 again write to inform you of the past, the pre- 
sent, and of the anticipations of the future. When 
I wrote my last letter, we were at the mouth of the 
Rio Grande. The ground wos very low and marshy, 
and when itrained we were completely deluged. It 
was, however, far preferable to the Brasos. ‘The 
water which we drink is from the Rio Grande. It is 
of a dark yellow color, caused by the mud with which 
it is mixed. After standing, however, for a few 
hours, it becomes pure and sweet. 

On the 25th, we left the mouth for this place, a 
distance of nine miles, but our guide, the avjulant, 
not knowing any precise road, led us out of the way 
about 25 miles. During the whole march we had 
not a dry place for the “sole of our foot.” We had 
to wade through tow canals, supposed to have been 
dug by the Mexicans during the texan war, It was 
quite amusing Lo see the men in the water, struggling 
to get to the opposite shore, jailing down, others 
falling over them. Many, one of whom was Lieut. 
Boyle, stuck fast in the mud, and were near being 
Jost.. We all, however, arrived sale at night, tired 
enough. We slept on the bank of the river, aud 
awoke next morning, covered with saud crabs. 

There are a great many birds of various kinds here 
which we hunt. Among them are the mocking bird 


ple and beara yellow flower, while others are flat 
like a cap, and bear red blossoms. Our Colonel! 
says we shall probably remain here until we start 
for home, as there appears to be no likelihood of our 
having a fight. There is a great sleal of wild cattle 
about us which we shoot. ‘I'hey afford us a good 
supply of fresh meat. We have been here three days, 
and have already killed three beeves. 

The place abounds in rattlesnakes, scorpions and 
lizards; alsoa reptile called Santa Fe, whose sting 
produces death in a short time; hkewise large red 
ants which bite terribly, poisonous spiders, and last, 
but not least, the musquitoe. 

One might be led to think that in this desolate and 
far distant country we were wholly destitute of mu- 
sic, but at night we have plenty of it. The concert 
is opened by the musquitoe, who is soon followed by 
the cricket. Then comes master wolf, with Sop- 
rano; the basso is admirably performed by Monsieur 
Jackass, whose tremendous voice nearly drowns the 
tenor of the frog. The concert ceases by a piece 
called the reveille, which is composed of the fife and 
dram, at 4 o’clock in the morning. Father, you should 
volunteer for Texas!” 


THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 
Matamoras, Mexico, ug. 18, 1846. 
Messrs. Editors—The army 1s fast concentrating 
upon Camargo, or at least that wing of it under the 
immediate direction of Gen. Taylor. This, you know, 
is preparatory to a movement upon Monterey. The 
Geueral expects to put his column in motion by the 


do not think he will be enabled, if even so soon.— 
Monterey is, by the shortest route from Camargo, a 


Ist of September, may be he will start earlier, but 1) 


fire the place and cross the river to Fort Browa— 
which is now, all but the parapets, under water.— 
The demonstration last night was a most darmg one. 
The first show of another will be followed by the 
forcible expulsion of every ‘‘ochre-colored face,” if 
not ef a warof extermination upon the deceitful 
thieving Rancheros. 

The Florida war is being acted over here again, 


both in relafion to the conduct of the war and the 


the creation of an enormous “sinking fund.” The 
“hawks of the chapparal” like the Seminoles of the 
hammock, now infest every road aud by path to cut 
off the unwary. Several have been thus killed by 
the volunteers who had left Matamoros for else- 
where and have never been heard of since—one a 
captain of the Kentucky Regiment. The ‘ Guerrilla” 
system of old Spain is commenced in the new world. 
The only consolation we have is that at this kind of 
warfare the Texans are equally good with the Ran- 
cheros, and that we can put Capt. Walker against 
Roman Falcon. 

The measles have got among the western volunteers 
and plague ,the boys mightily. Those from the 
eastern parts of the country have furtuiately passed 
through the disease whilst young and have no fears 
of it. Your Baltimore and District boys have gone 
up the river to Camargo—left hence two days ago. 
They are generally well, but a little too much dis- 
posed to fight ‘a ia rowdie” by way of getting their 
hands in against the time of meeting the Mexicans. 
Some few were in the guard house at Matamoros, 
but considering these were often in the watch house 
when at home, it was looked over lightly, and no 
general reflection passed upon the credit of the whole 
for the riotous conduct of the few. 1 have no doubt 





military march of twenty days, at least, provided 





the army be well supplied and no obstacles, olher 


than natural, be interposed. With the present means, | 


I do not think it can be accomplished, al this season, 
/much short of a month. 

1 conceive the advance upon Monterey, even if i 
| prove fully successful, to be a“‘feat of arms” varren 
of fruit; for what isto be gained by i? I have no 
| doubt the Mexicans wii] make a stand at Monterey or 
| this side of the city, and give our troops some hard 
| work to do; but that the place will fall into our hands 


I’ve no doubt, as _1 have none of the ultimate success 


of the American forces. 

| In relation to the amount of force the Mexicans 
/can bring into the field into the neighborhood of 
Monterey, there are varions estimates; but no ons 
knows—for whilst the enemy, by a well organized 
system of espionage, knows all about us, we about 
them know but very litthe—iudeed, our knowledge 
scarcely extends beyond the precincts of our camp. 





| . . 
|lion.” Heretofore there was excuse in the smali- 
ness of our numbers, which disabled us from sending 


and a want of knowledge of the enemy’s numbers 
and position is an unpardonable neglect, or argues a 
too great contempt of their valor—which was unez- 
| pectedly shown on the 8th and 9ih of May last. 

As i have said, | have no fear of the ultimate tri- 
)umph of ourarms. ‘The greatest fear | apprehend 
| 1s that whilst the main body of our army is marching 
| upon Monterey, the enemy will make a diversion iu 
| (his quarter, and attempt to regain Matamoros by a 
| ‘coup de main,” or get possession oi Point Isabel.— 
| Last night we had an alarm in town. Indeed, a body 

of some 400 Rancheros burst into the city, bent on 





/mischief. They merely made a show however, and | 


look themselves off; but it makes known to you how 
| poorly we were off here, that we could not pursue 
and punish them. iad they remained a little while 
| longer, an armed body of citizens, (American) would 
have been upon them, assenibied upon the spur of the 
} occasion. As it was, the wee regular force left here 
| had to keep guard over the Q U. commissary and pay 
departments, thus left heediessly exposed to pillage. 
| Tiis late affair may stir up to the realities of our 
| Stluation, the powers that be, and not leave us longer 
/to the sport of fortune fur safety. This morning 
| Colonel Clark has taken upon himself to enlarge the 
force here, and has called over from the other side 
j of the dtio0 Grande a battalion of Ohio volunteers, 
/and will organize the American citizens. Is it not 
| Strange that here is a captured city, with a depot for 
| the army, jeft exposed to pillage, without an ade 
| quate lurce to preveut it; and besides no means taken 
to kuow who has a right to be here? 1 myself have 
seen ‘‘iellows’” whom 1 am certain are emissaries 
| trom the Mexican army prowling about here; and it 
is a known lect that Mexican officers were killed and 
,laken prisoners at Palo Alto and Resaca, recogniz- 
}ed as the former “*miik and chicken merchants” of 
| Camp Taylor! lndee i, | consider our situation here 
a litile critical, as we bave not an adequate force to 


and the red bird. ‘There are also many rare plants, | defeod the city; and should it be seriously threaten- 


such as the wild cactus—some grow like a pine ap- (ed, by a large force of the enemy, we will have to | 


| Thus has it ever been with the “Army of Occupa- | 


out scouts; but no there is now excuse on that score, | 


in a fight with the cnemy they will show a 


| valiant a .d strong—bold and fearless. . 
[ Baltimore Sun. 


| Point Isabel, August 24th, 1846. 


Gentlemen—Since my last we have had a “tall” 
_ rise of the waters, the river having completely inun- 
| dated the banks on both sides of the Rio Grande.— 
|The oldest inhabitants say they never saw the river 
| so high before. 

The last case of murder I heard of was that of Col. 
Haynes. J saw him killed a few evenings before as 
Richard II, when he died as all monarchs do—very 
badly. Hus death was a loss to the theatre at Mata- 
moros, as they are left destitute of a tragic hero. He 
was not only celebrated as an actor, but was generally 
known by his having stopped the play, in tke theatre 
at Corpus Christi, while heand Anjutant Gen. Jolin- 
/ son went out to take a drink. 

Tne command at Matamoros is under Col. Clark, 
who has a portion of regulars and the 3d regiment 
| Ohio volunteers, under Colonel Curtis, who are sta- 
| tioned on the bank of the river, at Fort Paredes and 
Fort Brown. Since the movement of the army 
/above to Camargo, the place seems very dull, and 
| the judicious order of General ‘l'aylor, prohibiting 
the sale of spirituous liquors after the loth, has help- 
ed to make it so, and made the place somewhat de- 
cent. 

A friend of ours accompanied Gen. Smith to Ca- 
margo by land. He says they left Matamoros to join 
Coli. Wood’s command of mounted Texans, but Col. 
W. had gone another route. Gen. Smith nothing 
daunted, started off with only one friend as a volut- 
teer and two servants. Rather harsh, you will say, 
after having heard the day before that Canales was 
between them and Reynosa. They went the first 
afternoon to Guadalupe; the next day to La Mesa; 
and the next into the Laguna St. Anna, about twelve 
miles from Reynosa. Here the water rose over the 
wagon body in less than half an hour. They were 
obliged to unhitch their mules, and for three days 
they worked with seven Mexicans and six yoke of 
oxen, to get clear of the water occasioned by the 
overflow. At the expiration of the third day they 
got out and proceeded on their way. Fortune still 
pursued the Genera!, as a party of ‘l’oukewa [ndians, 
supposed to be the same wesaw at Matamoros came 
over to the Mexican side and took olf a family of 
eight persons from the very rancho at which our (riend 
was going to pileh his tent; so you will see there 1s 
luck for him yet. ‘hey got sale at Camargo, where 
Gen. Smith, (aow Colonel,) was ordered by General 
‘Taylor to take command of the Sth and 7th regimen § 
of regular infantry. Since then Cul. Smith has ree 
ceived under his command the coinpany of Louisiana 
volunteers comuauded by Captain Blanchard. ‘That 
company have wow got the regular uniform, aad (he 
officers say they cannot tell the difference betwee) 
them and the regular soldier. It is certanly an of 
nament to Louisiana, to think there are some mel 
that bad sou: suilicient to remain in defence of ier 
country. 

Gen. Worth moved forward towards Seralvo 08 
the 99th with the 8th infantry, uuder Captain K. B. 
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scriver, of your city, Capt. Duncan’s battery, and 
Bradford’s company; and two companies of Texan 
mounted men to convey back the mules, 700 in num- 
ber. They were packed with provisions; General T. 
throwing forward his supplies to Seralvo. Captain 
Duncan had previously been up there, and reported 
q beautiful wooded country—-the Mexicans were wil- 
jing to grant nim all the assistance in their power— 
that there was plenty of water and forage for horses 
—met with an agreeable reception. One Mexican, 
whom they metin the road in the night, would not 
stop for them, and they shot at him, when he threw 
his horse Over a precipice and took to the chapparal. 
On their return they found the horse, which had evi- 
dently belonged to an American, and no doubt had 
been stolen. 

Gen. Taylor is going to throw forward supplies 
toa place i think they call Ganaaette, on this side 
of the Sau Juan; also to China, Col. Smith is now 
in command of the camp at Camargo, which is one 
o: the most beautiful you can imagine. General 
Taylor had a review of all the regulars on the afier- 
noon of the 17th, which was the largest ever had by 
our army since 1815. They madea splendid appear- 
ance. 

The regulars are apportioned as follows: General 
Worth—Ist Division—8th Infantry, Capt. Dunean’s 
and Lieut. Bradford’s companies. Col. P. F. Smith 
—2d Division—Sth and 7th Infantry, Capt. Taylor’s 
battery, and Capt. Blanchard’ volunteers. Lieutenant 
Col. Garland—3d and 4th Infantry. Lieut. Colonel 
Riley—Ist and 2d Infantry. Gen. ‘I'wiggs has all 
the Dragoons and the balance of the artillery. Gen. 
Taylor will leave Camargo in about ten days. Col. 
Whiting and Major M’Rae have gone to Camargo. 

The steamer Panola collapsed her flues, and lies 
about ten miles up the river with a lot of volunteers 
on board. The Virginian has been ordered to re- 
lieve her of the troops and proceed to Camargo. 

Imade a short visit to Camargo recently, and on 
the road I saw about half an acre of corn, the short- 





est slalk of which, with corn upon it, was not less | 


than eighteen feet high! 


This is no fish story, how- 
ever dali it may appear. 


Yours, of 
. Camargo, Mexico, Aug. 14, 1846. 
To-day is the hottest day that has yet shone on us 


in this hottest of all hot places on this globe. The | 
ihinfantry is still encamped in the Plaza, and a| 


rigid police is kept up ia the town, which at this 
lime is perfectly free from liquor shops, the greatest 
annoyances and sources of all evil among our men. 
No American citizen has been allowed to establish 
himself in the town, on any pretence whatever, 
Which has created a great hubbub aiong those who) 
iollow the army to collect the scanty pittance of our | 
mercenary soldiery.’’ Steamboats are searched on 
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men in the hot sun, cutting chapparal, meets the 
disapprobation of every individual inthe army. |, 
for one, know the arduous duties thrown upon Col. 
Hunt, yet there could be found plenty of assistants, 
and those wagons must come over in double quick 
time, or we shall believe, on this side, the war is a 
most inglorious humbug. [ say, send the wagons, 
and give Gen. Taylor ‘‘a white man’s chance. The 
Rio Grande has taken a second and greater rise than 
the first—the whole of the low lands under water. 

Trade remarkably dull at Point Isabel and Mata- 
moros; and the trade at Camargo will be short lived, 
as the army will be en route; provided you have the 
wagons sent forward. 

A good deal of camp sickness—confined however, 
principally to the Illinois and Jndiana troops. The 
sickness yields to medicine, and there are few deaths. 

The Mexicans are very confident of giving us 4 
severe thrashing at a pass in the mountains. They 
are certainly in possession of information which em- 
boldens them, and the opimon gains ground here, 
that unless the administration backs out, that Pa- 
rades will be found at the head of 30,000 troops in 
and about Monterey. Rough and Ready doves not 
believe a word of it, and if you recollect, General 
Worth and most of the officers gave it as their de- 
cided opinion that Ar’ ‘a and Ampudia would not 
attack us. I say to you that we will have the hardest 
batile fought since the battle of Waterloo—unless, 
in the absence of Paredes, Santa Anna should attempt 
to get into power, and compel his countermarch to 
the capital. The administration should prosecute 
the war vigorously, and bring it lo a close. Any 
treaty made now would not last twelve months. The 
Mexicans are as treacherous as the Sioux. They do 
not consider themselves whipped. 

I must conclude by requesting you to send forward 
the wagons, and relieve us from our ‘masterly inac- 
tivity.’ You will receive the thanks of 15,000 dis- 
spirited soldiers; and it will be the means of saving 
thousands of dollars to the treasury. Excuse this 
hasty scrawl, as it is written in a hurry for the 


if not permitted to enter, he would take forcible pos- 
session and place him under arrest—on which the 
officer shut and secured the gates. Capt. D. having 
ordered his men to load and fix bayonets, drew his 
nen up in line of battle, on the road a few paces 
from the gate—giving the subaltern distinctly to un- 
derstand, that as he could not get im the garrison, 
they should not get out—he sholud in fact starve them 
to a surrender. The officer in the inside drew up 
his men in line of battle, and thus the contending 
hosts remained at bay, until a surgeon of the United 
States army, who was present, persuaded Capt. De- 
sha to retire, assuring him that the United States 
quarter master, Colonel Hunt, who had been in- 
formed of his position, would have the matter ar- 
ranged shortly to his satisfaction. That officer im- 
mediately sent'Capt. Berger, of the .quartermaster’s 
department, with a steamboat, and had Capt. Desha 
and his conmand removed to comfortable quarters.” 

FLARE-UP AMONG THE ILLINOIs VOLUNTEERS. We 
hear from New Orleans that it was exceedingly dif- 
ficult to keep down the spirit of insurbordination 
among the volunteers under Col. Hardin. This was 
manifested to some extent on board the Hannibal, 
but was still more apparent when they were about 
to be shipped to the point of destination. One steamer 
and three or four transport schooners had been ap- 
pointed to receive them. Lots were drawn, and it 
feli to the Caicago company, under the command of 
Captain Mower, to go on board a very small trans- 
port vessel. ‘T’o this the Captain and all his compa- 
ny demurred. ‘They were called out, paraded, and 
he made a speech tothem. They determined tien 
to march to town and thence to proceed home. At 
this juncture Colonel Hardin appeared with four 
companies of men. The mutineers were ordered on 
board, put there, and the Captain placed under ar- 
rest. This prompt movement put an end to any 
further attempt at insurbordinaiion. 

[ St. Louis Republican, Mug. 5. 


ae 





steamer Alabama. A VOLUNTEER. 

P. S. Say to adventurers, if they do not want to | 
getinto double trouble, they must not bring alcohol | 
or slopsto this market. The Generals swear by all) 
|that is holy, they will have each box, barrel and | 
package examined, and if they find any smuggling | 
they will inflict a punishment cruel to youths with | 
tender skins. They are in earnest, and [ think the. 
army will improve from this day forward. A.V. | 

The following is a list of the passengers who came | 
over on the Alabama: | 

Major Byrd. C. Catiaing, S. V. Barrett, Thomas | 
Kerven, M. Revasulla, John G. Wooden, L. J. | 
Lockett, M. Ford, John Holland; and 50 discharged | 
volunteers. 








their arrival, and all citizens found on them are, 
unless permitted to remain by the highest authority, | 
furnished the most Speedy transportation to the Bra- | 
t0s—all liquor found is confiscated, one half the pro- | 
ceeds to the informer, the other half to the hospitals. | 
You may readily imagine that this has caused a| 
great reformation among those who do not come | 
Under the appellation of “mercenary soldiers,” and. 
Weare here altogether free from those rowdy and 
disgusting scenes which so frequently occurred in | 
lhe streets of Matamoros. | 
The army is concentrating here rapidly, and we, 
ure very much in hopes of a speedy movement on | 
Monterey. There are many of us burning with ardor | 
lo meet the enemy, aud some five or six hundred | 
“aris would leap with joy to have a chance to throw | 
tags bomb shells into any place occupied by Mexi. | 
“1 soldiery. The gallant defence of Fort Brown 
¥ been almost entirely eclipsed by the brilliancy of | 
Victories of the 8th and 9th—so much so, that | 
o eersoll, in offering his resolutions to present a 
“dal, excluded the defenders of Fort Brown; but rest 
“sured, that however deeply we may feel this slight, | 
} “annot take from us the proud and honorable feel- | 
Aaagh we defended the American flag successfully, | 
“vd more disadvantageous circumstances than ever | 
€xperienced in our country. | 

‘ € remnant of the’ Louisiana volunteer division 
‘ere, under Capt. Blanchard. Some say that Gen. 
"ith will command the 2d brigade of regular infan- | 
}; but we would like to see ‘those things which are 
#sar’s given into Caesar.” 


| 
} 
} 





August 22,1846. | 
Gen, Taylor has started two regiments in the di- 
ae of Monterey, and several other regiments 
; © pushed forward in a few days. There 1s great 
“plaint for the want of wagons. For goodness 

© why are three or four hundred wagons permit- 
thee remain on your levee. If the administration 
, *erlous in the prosecution of the war, why such 
Padle neglect? The idea of keeping 12 or 15,000) 





_ are not troubled with musquitoes here except tn the Our food is abominable; when you break a biscuit, you 


can see it move, (if the critters are not dead from eating 
bad flour.) ‘The pork and bacon are of the same charac- 
| ter. 
only serve us out enough: we do not get half rations, 


| 
BaLttimore voLunreers. The Patriot of the 8th | 
states that some twenty or thirty of the Baltimore | 
volunteers have returned, having been discharged on 
account of sickness. | 
A lettter written on board the steamboat Browns- | 
ville, while on her way from Matamoros to Camargo, | 
says—I'wo companies of our battalion, (Baltimore), | 
are now on this boat, on their way to Camargu. The | 
resuaining four will follow immediately. The two 
which are now on board are under the command of | 
Captain James E. Stewart. I would here take the | 
opportunity‘of speaking a few words in reference to 
this officer. He is a gentleman as well as an officer, | 
kind and yet decisive towards the subordinates, re- 
specting and respected. He enjoys the greatest con-— 
fidence of his fellow officers in matters of considera- | 
lion, and it seems that his judgment is necessary be- 
fore a final consummation. He isa son of the gal- | 
lant Colonel Stewart, who so triumphantly defended 
Fort McHenry during the Jast war, and the bright 
laurels won by him will receive no tarnish in the 
hamds of his brave son. Give hive him an opportu. | 
nity, and if 1 am not greatly deceived, he will prove 
himself one of Maryland’s brightest stars. 


A letter dated Camargo, 14th August, says—‘*We 


houses, where they can remain cool through the day, 
But the ants seem to have possession of the town.— 
Last night they made a serious attempt to carry me 
off in my sleep, ‘Thousands of them attacked me. 


Cart. Desna AND tHe ALABAMA DISBANDED VOL- | 
uNTEERS AT Mopine. Various versions of an af- | 
fair having appeared, it is due to those concerned to | 
have the truth known. The N. Orleans Delta says— | 
“The facts of the case are these, as represented to | 
us by Capt. Desha himself. Captain Desha, on his | 
arrival at the barracks, demanded quarters for his | 
company, which were refused by the officers in com- | 
mand in no yery courteous terms. Capt. D. told the | 
savaltern that he was his superior in command, and | 


of sickness. 


' what todo with. 


tlne 
muecs 


Mitirary prompritupe. About four weeks ago 
we had an account, through the New Orleans pa- 
pers, of an unfortunate affair at Vicksburg, in a de- 
tachment of volunteers, on their way to the Rio 
Grande, in which a sergeant, named Sneed, was 
killed by R. C. Miller. We now learn from the 
Tennessee Democrat, Miller had been tried by a 
Court Martial and shot. Under the management of 
the civil tribunals conviction and execution withina 
year would have been quite as much celerity as 
could have been expected. [MV. ¥. Com. Adv. 
%Oun10 voLuntTeers. About sixty of the Ohio volunteers 
have returned from the Rio Grande. They gave sad 
accounts of the condition of things there. Fare intole- 
rable; sickness extensive; work hard; climate bad.— 
Gen. Taylor gave them permission to return on account 
{{e is willing to part with more. Govern- 
inent has poured in upon him more troops than he knows 
The following is an extract of a letter 
from one of the Third Regiment of Ohio Volunteers, 
dated Camp Belknap, opposite Burita, July 29h, 1846, 
tu his friend in Cincinnati: 

“* We leit the mouth of the Rio Grande the next morn- 
ing after [ sent you my last pencil scrawl. We did not 


| start till the sun was five hours high, and were compelled 


to march thirteea miies in the hottest part of a very hot 
day, through swamps and chapparal; sometimes wading 
in two feet water and three of mud, and a pretty looking 
set we were. A steamboat took the heavy baggage; we 
beat her by two hours; we then had to carry all our bag- 
vage upon a bluff, abuut a mile and a half back of the 


river, and there pitch our tents. The nextday we push- 


ed half a mile further up the river, and with axes and 


spades, commenced clearing a camping ground for the 


whole regiment. We had a tall time in clearing out 
ihe chapparal, full of snakes, frogs, lizards and turtles, 
(or gophers, as they call them here.) We had one good 
mess of soup, however. 

«We are now encamped two miles from the river, 
from which we have to carry all our water in camp ket- 
ties. We are literally hewers of wood and carriers of 
water, ‘‘and nothing else.” ‘The water’is very muddy, 


'and much worse than the Missouri; bat we are glad to 


drink it, mud and all, considering the distance we have 
to carry it, the scorching weather, and the salt provisions. 


We would not mind this so much, if they would 


and were it not for the wild beef we shoot, we should 
Starve. 

‘We expect to remain here for twomonths. Musqui- 
toes abound; the ‘‘boys” are getting home sick, and 
trying every way to get discharged, We have a great 
many sick; out of nine in our mess, five are sick, one 


‘of whom we thiak cannot recover; a case’of yellow 


fever is reported in Barita. Some of the “boys” who 


| used to sing, 


‘Rio Grande! I would | were upon your banks,” 


now reverse the case, and wish they were three thousand 
away from it.” [ Cincinnati Gaz. 
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PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS. The beauties of campaign 
inp. Extract of a letter from a Pennsylvania voluniee: 
to the Pittsburg Journal. dated 

Camp Taylor, Mexico, Aug. 

Doubtless the executive have taken good care to ar- 





Firta Reetment or Inranrry. 
Captain Martin Scott, to be Major, June 29, 184¢ 
vice Staniford, promoted to the Eighth Infantry. 
Szconp Reciment oF ARTILLERY. First Lieut. Daniel Ruggles, to be Captain, June 
range all matters with the poneras of division, so as to First Lieut. ihomas P. Ridgeiy, to be Captain, June 18, 1846, vice Clary, Assistant Quartermaster who 
leave 8 hile Biscretion of actual commend yi the 18, 1846, vice Grayson, Commissary of Subsistence, | yacates his regimental commission ‘ 
citizen Generals as possible, for were it otherwise I would | who vacates his regimental commission. : . = aa2 os 
be afraid that sad confusion would be the consequence,| First Lieut. Horace Brooks. to be Captain. June 18 bigs weary Vaitiam 3. D. McKissack, to be Cap. 
since the troops under their command must naturally 1846. vi Sch eile ? eptain, , tain, June 29, 1846, vice Scott, promoted. 
Jack confidence in men who have never had the direc » vice Schriver, Assistant Adjutant General,! First Lieut. Joseph H. Whipple, to be Captain 
tion of troops in actual service. who vacates his regimenta! commission. July 10, 1846, vice Drane, cashiered. ; 
The late appoiniments for volunteer general officers Second Lieut. Henry J. Hunt, to be First Lieuten- Second Lieut. John C. Robinson, to be First Lieu- 
may — oe good _— and a atop erence ant, June 18, 1846, vice Ridgely, promoted. tenant, June 18, 1846, vice Ruggles, promoted 
some, if not all, may become able generals, but a dis- Second Lieut. Augustas A. Gibson, to be First! Seeond Lieut. Pinkne Snot T 
ay reste tae map : y Lugenbeel, to be First Liey. 
aster would now involve our country in a protracted Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, vice Brooks, promoted. tenant, June 29, 1846, vice McKissack, promoted. 
Second Lieut. Joseph L. Folsom, to be First Liev. 


contest. ~ 
This is my experience in campaigning, and ] may be ba Andie eg cop var ATi ice Shes re : 
deceived in supposing that many things might be done Jeutenant, June 16, 1546, vice Hunt, pro moted. | tenant, July 10, 1846, vice Whipple, promoted. 
better than they are. For instance, I thiuk it a great). Brevet Second Lieut. F rancies J. Thomas: of the} Brevet Second Lieut. Joseph P. Smith, to be 
outrage thatthe quarter master department and com- | Third Artillery » to be Second Lieutenant, June 18,| Second Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, vice Robinson 
mepeery Repertmment, oe. Bo, $0 manngey As tp ape 1846, vice A. A. Gibson, promoted. promoted. 
pach as asta hry ellen: the. Neg a thay since rae have Tarep Rzoment or ARTILLERY. Brevet, Second Lieut. John A. Richey, of the 
been encamped here, our men have been three times | Second Lieut. John I - Reynolds, to be First Lieu- | Fourth Infantry, to be Second Lieutenant, June 29, 
without a supply of provisions for days together, and for | tenant, June 18, 1846, vice Tompkins, promoted. 1&46, vice Lugenbeel, promoted. 
Brevet Second Lieut. Samuel G. French, to be}  Brevet Second Lieut. Patrick A. Farrelly, of the 


Brevet Second Lieut. Asher R. Eddy, to be Sec- 
ond Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, vice Smith pro- 


l rye 
4ih, 1846, _ | Maoted. 











a week past our horses have had no forage furnished, | 


and we compelled to turn them out at risk of losing | Second Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, vice Reynolds ' ‘ 3 ; 
them to pick up a living in the swamps. : ’ : ‘ Seana Gaia: badass Lieutenant, July 10), 
O46, Vic : : : 


| 
: rromoted. 
And this has been the ease with every one of the five  P Wiki ae i Be a a: A ' ~ 
OURTH [tEGIMENT OF RTILLERY. SIxTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Lieut. Colonel Newman S. Clarke, of the Eighth 


regiments speamped with uson the Burre del Loma,;  _.. ; i... ¥ 
and that t00, when provisions were abundant within; First ae Charles O. Collins, to be Captain, 
twenty miles of us, and steamboats passing daily, laden | June 18, 1846, vice Dusenbery, Assistant Quarter- ome 
2 x e et o.« oe } : : os . 5 nf: \ , C " r ¥ 
with them for posts above. Another imposition practis- | master, who vacates his regimental commission. : — a eigen June 29, 1696, “view Taylor, 
. appointed Major Geueral. 
First Lieut. Charles 8. Lovell, to be Captain, June 
18, 1846, vice Crosman, Assistant Quartermaster, 


ed upon the volunteers the qua st s,t¢| of 47: ; 4 
pon the volunteers by the quarter masters, is, t°| — Second Lieut. Albion P. Howe, to be First Lieu- 
who vacates his regi:mentei commission. 


land their provisions, miles in some instances. from their . os 
camps, and make them send men to carry then: up by | tenant, June 18, 1846, vice Searle, Captain and As- 

Second Lieut. John D. Bacon, to be First Lieuten- 
ant, June 18, 1846, vice Lovell, promoted. 


hand. sistant Quartermaster, who vacates his regimental 

Here we have no supply of wood within three miles: | commission. 

even yet our men have to go out in the chapparal and | Second Lieut. Julius P. Garesche, to be First Lieu- 

cut and carry on their own backs the wood with which | tenant, June 18, 1846, vice Collins, promoted. Brevet Second Lieut. Winfield S. Hancock, tobe 
Second Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, vice Bacon pro- 

moted. 


to cook their own victuals. 43 . @, 1a; 
These tbings are to be complained of, because they Me yaa si Tine chee hee to be cea 
could be readily and should be promptly remedied. The | #¢"tenant, June 16, 1540, vice Howe, promoted. 


overnment should not expect voluntecrs who are paid Brevet Second Lieut. Thomas J. Curd, of the First 
the poor pittance of $8 per month to work as weil as! Artillery, to be Second Lieutenant, vice Garesche, | 
fight for a living. ‘ | promoted. 
My next will be dated somewhere in Mexico; out of | 
M4 } . — ‘ae - > > 3% mye . 
pe Se enegn ne MAY communicate some in-) st Lieut. John M. Scott, to be Captain, June | Promoted to the Sixth Infantry. 
os RP is ; tmp eh etre, thre enpner eg | First Lieut. Isaac V. D. Reeve, to be Captain, June 


} 

| on - . e 

| 18, 1846, vice Cross, Assistant Quartermaster, who | ee : : 
NN ae ai hairs. d 2 ; 18, 1846, vice Ogden, Assistant Quartermaster, who 

| 

i 





Ercutn Reament or INranTry. 


Major Thomas Staniford, of the Fifth Infantry, to 
ibe Lieutenant Colonel, June 29, 1846, vice Clarke, 





First Reeimentr or INFanrry. 





vacates his regimental commission. 

First Lieut. Collison R. Gates, to be Captain, 
June 18, 1846, vice Hill, Assistant Quartermaster, 
who vacates his regimenta/ commission. 

First Lieut. Larkin Smith, to be Captain, July 21, 
1846, vice Worth, deceased. 


“ TMENTS Go. | Vacates his regimental commission. 
ARMY PROMOTIONS, APPOINTMENTS, &e. Second Lieut. John C. Terrett, to be First Lieu- 


,tenant, June 18, 1846, vice Scott, promoted, 
War Department, | BrevetSecond Lieut. Rankin Dilworth, to be Sec- 
GENERAL ORDERS, Avs. Generau’s Orrick, | ond Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, vice Terrett, pro- 
No. 36. Washington, Aug. 12, 1846. ! moted. 
Promotions and appointments in the Army of the 


: rent , e Sec uieut. John Beardsley, to be First Lieuten- 
United States, made by the President, by and with) er I. ici ae Second Lieut. John | y; 
the advice and consent of the Senate, since the publi- | i Lieut. James W. Penrose, to be Captain, June ant, June 18, 1846, vice Reeve, promoted. 
c 


cation of “General Orders,” No. 35U, of July A bes, 1846, vice Eaton, Commissary of Subsistence,| geeond Lieut. Charles F. Morris, to be First Liev- 
? ‘i ’ J 
| 








Seconp Reciment or INFANTRY. 


1846 'who vacates his regimental commission tenant, June 18, 1846, vice Gates, promoted. 
; | First Lieut. George W. Patten, to be Captain,!* Second Lieut. John D. Clarke, to be First Lieuten- 
First ReGiment or Dracoons. June 15, 1546, vice Hetzel, Assistant Quartermaster, | ant, July 21, 1846, vice Smith, promoted. 
Lieut, Colonel Richard B. Mason, to be Colonel ha vacates his regimental commission. Brevet Second Lient. Alexander Hays, of the Fourth 
. « ; vay - ea hele ase 49 ‘ : P 7) Ge 
lob 20 1846, vice Kearney, appointed Brigadier | Second Lieut. Julius Hayden, to be First Lieuten- Infantry, to be Second Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, 
rane rn : , ‘ant, June 18, 1846, vice Penrose, promoted. vice Beardsley, promoted. 
eneral. | ae ~~ 3 ina At to ,F gm. he : : ee 
Jajor Clifton Wharton, to be Lieut. Colonel June | Second Lieut. Edward R. 8. Canby, to be First; Brevet Second Lieut. George Wainwright, to be 
Major Chitton Wharton, oe oat Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, vice Patten, promoted. |¢ i: 8, 1846, vi is pr 
$0, 1546, vice Mason, promoted. ye pe dis i 5 Vee Se » pt ed. | Second Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, vice Morris pro- 
o C * Nabe ot to be Major, June 30, 1846 | Brevet Second Lieut. James S. Woods, of the Fourth | moted. 
P “Wh as rn a ; , ’| Infantry, to be Second Lieutenant, June 18, 1846, | 
= rere peewee. | vice Hayden, promoted. 


1.—PROMOTIONS. 





Brevet Second Lieut. James G. SS. Snelling, to be 


First Lieut. Abraham R. Johnston, to be Captain, | Second Lieutenant, July 21,1846, vice Clarke, pro- 


Brevet Second Lieut. James M. Henry, of the Sey- | 
y ice § er, promoted to Second! 5 ease san aa tae ae 1 ee 
June 30, 1846, vice Sumner, pro viele -enth Infantry, to be Second Lieutenant, June 18, 1846 
Dragoons. ’ , ) , 


- . . | viee Canby, promoted. 
i ieut. . Thompson, to be Captain, | J? 
First Lieut. Philip R. TI t P I A Tarp ReGiment or ARTILLERY. 


June 30, 1846, vice Trenor, promoted. Bee” ‘ i tles of ‘Palo Alto’? and ‘Resaca de la Palma,’ in ‘Texas, 
Second Lieut. Leonidas Jenkins, to be First Lieut. | _ irst Lieut. Joseph i. Eaton, to be Captain, June! on the 8th and 9th of May, 1846, and in the defence 
June 30, 1846, vice Johnston, promoted. | 18, 1846, vice Babbitt, Assistant Quartermaster, | of Fort Brown, Texas, during its bombardment from 
Second Lieut. John Love, to be First Lieut. June | who vacates his regimental See ‘the 3d to the Oth of May, 1846.” 
30, 1846, vice Thompson, promoted. | # irst Lieut. Lewis 8. Craig, to be Captain, June 18, 
Brevet Second Lieut. Delos B. Sacket, of the Sec- 1846, vee ( oer Commissary of Subsistence, who Regiment of Infantry, to be Colonel by Brevet, 10 
ond Dragoons, to be Second Lieut., June 30. 1846, | vacates his regimental COmmMISSION,. is date from May 9, 1846. | 
vice Jenkins, promoted. | Second Licut. Phowas Jordan, to be First Lieuten-| Lieut. Colonel Mathew M. Payne, of the 4th Regi: 
Brevet Second Lieut. Joseph McElvain, to be See- | ant, wee “~ 1&6, en Eaton, promoted. % _ | ment of artillery, to be colonel by brevet, to date frou 
ond Lieut., June 30, 1846, vice Love, promoted. | Second Lieut. Don ¢ ~ Buell, to be First Licu-| May 9, 1846. 
Seconp Recment or Dragoons. | tenant, June 1d, 1346, vice Craig, promoted. | Brevet Lieut. Colonel William G. Belknap, Maj 
Lieut. Colonel William 8S. Harney, to be Colonel, | Brevet | Second Lieut. Henry B. Schroeder, to be | of the 8th Regiment of Infantry, to be colonel by bre 
June 30, 1846, vice Twiggs, appointed Brigadier | Second Lieutenant, June 18, 1346, vice Jordan, pro- | vet, to date trom May Q. 1846. 
General. me ; gdh | Captain Edgar S. Hawkins, of the 7th regiment“ 
Major Thomas T. Fauntleroy, to be Lieut. Colonel, Brevet Second Lieut, John J. ( bibb, to be Sec- | infantry, to be major by brevet, to date from the Gih 
June 30, 1846, vice Harney, promoted. ond Lie utenant, June L&, 1846, vice Buell, prono- | of May 1846. : 
Captain Edwin V. Sumner, of the First Dragoons, ted. , | Capt. George A. McCall, of the 4th regiment 
to be Major, June 30, 1546, vice Fauntleroy, pro- Fourtn Reciment or Inrantry. ‘infantry, tobe major by brevet, to date from the Jul 
moted. First Lieut. William W. S. Bliss, to be Captain, | of May, 1846. ne, 
First Recent or ARTILLERY. | July 12, 1846, vice Page, deceased. | Capt. Joseph B. F. Mansfield, of the corps of eng 
First Lieut. James H. Prentiss, to be Captain, Second Lieut. Granville O. Haller, to be First | neers, to be major by brevet, to date from the 9th ol 
June 18, 1846, vice Sibley, Assistant Quartermaster, | Lieutenant, July 12, 1846, vice Bliss, promoted. | May, 1846. ' 
who vacates his regimental commission. | Brevet Second Lieut. Abram B. Lincoln, of the} Capt. Alexander 8. Hooe, of the 5th regimen’ 
Second Lieut. William 8. Smith, to be First Lieut, First Infantry, to be Second Lieutenant, July 12, | infantry, to be major by brevet, to date from the 7 
June 18, 1846, vice Prentiss, promoted. | 1846, vice Haller, promoted. ‘of May, 1846 


BREVETS. 


“For gallant and distinguished services in the bat- 











Lieutenant Colonel James 8. McIntosh, of the 5th J 
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Capt. Robert C. Buchanan. of the 4th reviment of} tected on the left bank of the Rio Grande. The im 


infantry, to be major by brevet, to date from the Oth 


of May, 1846. 

Capt. Charles A. May, of the 2d regiment of dra- 
goons, to be major by brevet, todaie from the 8th of 
May, 1840. 

Capt. P. N. Barbour, of the 3d regiment of infan- 
try, to be major by brevet, to date from the 9th of 


May, 1846. 


Capt. James Duncan, of the 2d regiment of artille- | 
ry, to be major by brevet, to date from the Sth of, 


May, 1846. 

First Lieutenant Randolph Ridgely, of the 3d_regi- 
ment of artillery, to be captain by brevet, to date from 
the 9th of May, 1846. 

First Lieutenant William H. Churchill, of the 3d 
regiment of artillery, to be captain by brevet, to date 
from the 9th of May, 1846. 

Second Lieut. JamesS. Woods, of the 4th regi- 
ment of infantry, to be first lieutenant by brevet, to 
date from the 9th of May, 1846. 

Second Lieut. Alexander Hays, of the 4th regi- 
ment of infantry, to be first lieutenant by brevet, to 
date from the 9th of May, 1846. 

Captain James Duncan, of the 2d Regiment of 
artillery, Major by Brevet, to be Lieutenant Colonel 
by Brevet, for “gallant and highly distinguished con- 
duct in the battle of ‘Resaca de la Palma,” to date 
from May 9, 1846. 

Captain Charles A. May, of the 2d Regiment of 
Dragoons, Major by Brevet,to be Lieutenant Colonel 
by Brevet, for “gallant and highly distnguished con- 
duct in the battle of ‘Resaca de la Palma,” to date 
from the 9th of May, 1846. 








THE BOMBARDMENT OF FORT BROWN. 


-_—-- = 





From the National Intelligencer. 


We have been favored by an officer of the army 
with the subjoined communication, narrating parti- 
cular acts of gallantry and other interesting inci- 
dents which occurred during the bombardment of 
Fort Brown, on the Rio Grande ‘The brilliant bra- 
very and gallant achievements which distinguished 
the battles of the 8th and 9th of May command the 
warmest admiration; but, assailed on all sides by a 
vigorous, incessant, and Jong-continued attack, as 
Fort Brown was, there is no event in our military 
annals in which, it appears to us, a higher degree of 
military skill and resource, courage and endurance, 
under the most trying circumstances, were displayed, 
than in the brave and successful defence of that post. 


In all of these conflicts—those in the field, under | 


Gen. TayLor, as well as that of the fort—the high 
spirit and training of West Point, it should be re- 
wembered, were every where conspicuous; and, if 
any thing were needed to sustain the friends of that 
noble institution against the demagogue-clamors 
which have assailed it, they might point with pride 
to these actions on the Rio Grande which have shed 
so much luster on our arms. 

The various letters which have been written on the 
subject of the bombardment of Fort Brown seem to 
have been gotten up on the spur of the moment— 
written during the high excitement which prevatied 
amoungst us, without regard to justice to officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, ard to the 
importance of such an event in our military his- 
lory. 

Having occupied a position to judge of the combin- 


in furnishing a correct account of it, as {am not only 


ious that events which must bear an important place 
ii Our military history should be fully and correctly 
detailed to the public. And if I succeed in reseu | 
ing from oblivion any of those events which redound | 
60 much to the credit and honor of our regular army, | 
I shall feel that 1 have at least contributed my mite | 
lowards re establishing its worth in the estimation of 
those of our people who, from long-continued peace, | 
had almost forgotten it. 

On the 26th of April, the day after the attack and | 
Capture of ‘Thornton’s squadron of 2d dragoons, we 
Were first possessed of certain information that the | 
enemy had crossed the Rio Grande in considerable | 
loree, and it was evident that he had in view one of | 
wo objects, either to advance on Point Isabel to cut 
off our supplies, or to attack Gen. Taylor in posi- 
tion; either of which rendered the completion of | 
ort Rrown of immediate necessity, in order that it! 
Might be held by a small foree, whilist the remain- | 
er of the army was free to move against the enemy, 
leaving the United States flag still planted and pro- | 


| tention was attracted to the first shot fired by the 


anxious to do justice to all concerned, but am anx- | 
J ithe fag had been overlooked and not yet raised, 


iportance of this was neeived by the com- 
mandmng genera ind its ewecution was buat 
tion of a pian perat edly 


: 


'than successfully accomplished, and to which history | 
{shows no parallel. From this time to the Ist of| 
May the forces were kept more constantly engaged 
(on the work, laboring hard by day, whilst at night 
they were kept constantly on the alert in expecta- 
tion of an attack. 

On the Ist of May the commanding general or- 
dered the movement of his army, designating as the 
garrison of Fort Brown the seventh regiment of in- 
fantry, Captain Lowd’s company of the second ar- 
tillery, and Lieut. Bragyz’s battery of light artillery, 
composed of two s:x pounders and two twelv2-poun- 
der howitzers. The army moved at 3 o’clock PM. 
on the Ist, and the garrison of Fort Brown marched 
| in«-two companies of the seventh infantry being as 
| signed to every bastion except the one occupied by 
Capt. Lowd’s company, « hich manned the erghteen 
| pounder battery of four guns, bearing on the town 
of Matamoros and the Mexican batteries. When 
the army marched it was confidently expected that) 
ithe fort would not be attacked, but that General | 
| Taylor would certainly have a fight, either in going | 
or returning from Point Isabel. ‘The fort was now 
| far from being finished, or in a proper state of de- 
| fence—one curtain entireiy unfinished, the draw- | 
| bridge and interior defences not yet commenced.— | 
| Our commander saw before him an immense deal of | 

labor to be expended on the work before it could be | 
| regarded in a proper state of defence, and that not | 
| a moment ought to be lost in its completion. | 
| Immediately after reveilie on the 2d of May, the | 
seventh infantry was turned out to work, and conti 
| 

} 

| 


| 





nued to Jabor hard during the whole day, and until | 
long after dark, on the unfinished curtain and gate- 

way, whilst the artillery companies were not Jess 

usefully employed in placing their batteries ina | 
condition for offensive and defensive operations. At 
tattoo at night our gallant commander was on the 
alert, and, fully impressed with the importance of 
his trust, ordered his command under arms, and saw 
/every man at the post he was to occupy in case of an 
attack, directing that every man should be instruc! 


} 
| 
} 





| ed to be ready to repair to his place at the parapet | 
vat @ moment’s warning. During the day muskets} 
| were placed in the hands of every man capable of | 

bearing arms, and our force numbered five hundred 
| and sixty men and forty officers: thirty-two officers 

and three hundred and forty-one rank and file se- | 
| venth infantry; three officers and forty-two rank and | 
| file of Capt. Lowd’s company; four officers and fifty- | 
one rank and file of Lieut. Bragg’s company, six | 
| dragoons, and one officer and ninety-two rank and 





file of a detachment of inefficient men left from other | 
|regiments. Of this number, ninety-five were on the | 
sick report, seventy-seven being of the number of 
| inefficient men leit from other regiments, and the 
/remainder of the five hundred and sixty were citi- 
| zens and sutlers, twenty-five in number. This was 
| the strength of our force during the whole of the | 
bombardment, and it has been truly saki that ‘we |} 
| were surrounded by as many thousands as we had | 
| hundreds.” 
| Reveille on the memorable morning of the 3d 
| found the gallant Brown at his post, and, whilst giv- 


—E 


_ing an order to his staff officer to have the seventh | 
| infantry turned out to work on the defences, his at- | 


enemy. With a smile of joy he turned to bis staff | 


| officer and said: ‘Sir, we have other work to do to-| 

| day; order the batleries manned; go to the right and | 

| see that every man is at his post, | will go the left.” 
> £ 2 > ~! ar. } pe - |} ‘ 

ed action of the garrison, and of observing all the va- | Lowd’s battery needed no order; it was already man- | 


tious incidents of the bombardment, | take pleasure | ned, and each piece directed by an officer, Captain 
| Mansfield, our engineer, having volunteered to aim | 


the fourth piece. At this time it was observed that 
when Lieut. Van Dorn volunteered to raise it; which 
was dove under the fire of the enemy, which was 
drawn upon him. The work commenced, and, not- 
withstanding the fear entertained that the axles of | 
the old 18-pounder would not stand it, it was done, 
and well doue. 


The enemy’s fire was opened on us from the near- 
est fort, called by us the *Sand-bag Battery,” by the 
Mexicans “La Fortine Redonda.” This was com- 
posed of one eight-pounder and two mortars, under 
the command of Capt. Passamente, a Frenchman, | 
who, as he asserts, took up arms for his adopted 
country and for the protection of his family, but | 
who bravely declined to foilow the fortunes of Gen. | 
Arista when he ingloriously fled from Matamoros. | 
‘jo the skill of Capt. Passamente as an artillerist we | 


can all bear wilness, as a constant and well-directed | 
fire was kept up from his battery until his eight- 
pounder was dismounted by us. The enemy’s fire | 
was commenced and continued with nine pieces of | 


| the fire continued at intervals during the day 


pes 


“ORT BROWN. 25 
artilleryv-—four mortars. thé rest by : 
rg ! - 
hirty 
douda”’ as aDainiouned, the eiziit po nde: 


Oe GIS- 
mounted, and the shells from Bragg’s vattery oiten 
made it rattier warm work for them at the mortars. 
Atthis time Sergeant Weigart, of B company 7th 
infantry, was killed by a round shot. The enemy's 
fire was now continued from the batteries between 


La Fortine Redonda and the lower fort, (ealled hy 


the Mexicans La Fortine de ‘a Flecha,) from La 
Fortine de !a Mecha, and the mov-tar battery in its 
vicinity. After silencing La Fortine Redonda our 
batteries continued a deliberate fire on the other 
batteries and the town until ten o’clock, when the 
enemy ceased firing to repair their batteries, the em- 
brasures of which were well torn to pieces. We 
were compellad to cease our fire, in consequence of 
the necessity of using our ammunition as sparingly 
as possible, the fort having been left with onls one 
hundred and fifty rounds of ammunition (canister, 


grape, and round shot) for each eighteen pounder 
. ’ 
|and the six pounder just as badly provided 


~ - Lieut. 
Bragg was now ordered to place his guns in barbette 


in the several bastions for defence; one, under his 
own cirection, placed in the bastion commanded by 
Capt. Hawkins; one, under Lieut. Thomas, in the 
bastion commanded by Major Seawell; one, under 
the direction of Lieut. Reynolds, 1m the bastion of 
Capt. Miles; and the other, under the direction of 
Lieut. Johnson, in the bastion commanded by Cupt. 
Lee. In this concition we were surrounded. and 
without the means of preventing our enemy from 
placing his batteries almost wherever he pleased 
and using against us his inimense supply of ammu- 
nition to every advantage. The conduct of the offi- 
cers and men of Capt. Lowd’s and Lieut. Brage’s 
companies during the cannonade with their batteries 


| deserves high commendation, as they attacted the 


admiration of the whole command by the skilful 
management of their guns. From seven o’clock on 
the Ist the seventh infantry was kept constantly at 
work on the defences, though the enemy’s sells fell 
and exploded in all directions around them, every 


|} man lying down whena shell fell near, and imme- 


diately resuming the spade and pick after it had ex- 
ploded. Officers were seen showing an example to 
their men, even in throwing dirt on the parapet.— 
Phe enemy’s fire recommenced ina very short time, 


} « ‘ae ke } « > re ~ ; 
_and was kept up at intervals until twelve o’clock at 


bight; and when the men of the 7th infantry could vio 
longer work from fatigue, they were ordered to stand 
to their arms at the purapettand kept on the alert all 
night. Notwithstanding the excessive fatigue of our 


/men, from constant labor under the fire of the ene- 


my (not being able even to hear the then delightful 


_sound of our own guns) and from constant watching 


they were in the high-st spirits, only regreting our 
inability to return the enemy’s fire. Capt. Walker 
sent from Capt. May’s command, came into the fort 
at 3 o’clock a. Mm. to bear intelligence from us to the 
commanding general. Left us at 4 o’clock. but re- 
turned at daybreak, having found that he was disco. 
vered by the enemy and his return before daylight 
impracticable. we 


On the morning of the 4th, at five o'clock, we 


| were again saluted from the enemy’s batteries, and 
ries, ¢ 


| To- 
day our Jabor was continued under the fire of the 
evemy’s mortars, and at night the ung nm 
5 i in sic "Le 
and gateway were near! e [ wy rey ge 
and gateway nearly completed, but nightfall 


could afford no rest to our men: there were barriers 


ito be removed on the outside which might afford pro- 
tection to an approaching party of the enemy, and it 


was necessary lo move them at night; for, if attempt- 
ed during the day, our men would have been eX pos- 
ed toa galling fire of cannister, grape, and round 
shot. As much of this work was done ‘lo-night as 


' possible, but comparatively little, owing to the fa- 
| tigue of the men, when they were permitted to get 


what rest they could, with arms in hand, at the para- 


|pet. This evening Capt. Walker left us to return, 


much fear being entertained four bis Safety, although 
te) 


be was not only confident himself of his safety, but 
| , . 5 1° iu rite , 

| expressed his determination to kill or capture one of 
| the enemy’s pickets on his return. 


At nine o’clock 
to-night, when we were all seeking a Jiltle repose 


irom our Jabors, a random fire of musketry was heard 


about three cr four hundred yards off in our rear, 


and extending some distance up the river, the object 
veing either to-annoy us, or, by imitation of a fight 
to draw outa small party. This fire was extremely 
annoying to us, as ihe bails, although spent, tell all 
around us, being thrown froma gun called by the 


| Mexicans *tescopettes,” (a short gun, carrying a ball 


neatly as large as a grape shot,) and which, being 
elevated, throw the balls a considerable distance: this 


| fire continued about an hour, but served to keep us 


ub the alert all night, 
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Ou the morning of the 5th the enemy commenced 
the fire from his batteries at the usual hour, which 
we now expected a great deal more regularly than 
our breakfast. Our labor commenced again; and to- 
day the 7th infantry was employed in constructing 


bomb-proof shelters, which had become of the most) 


urgent necessity from the great precision with which 
the enemy threw shells. This morning our com 


mander determined to try some shells from one of 


the twelve-pounder howitzers on the mortar battery; 
but, being beyond the effective range, nothing was 
done to prevent the enemy’s fire from being continu- 
ed; however, we were even glad to hear the sound 
of our own guns, and the exhilarating effects of it 
on our men were very preceptible. Immediately af- 
ter our fire ceased the enemy became quit’: slId in 
our rear, presuming. from the precision of iue.> mor- 
tar firing and the perfect silence in the fort, that 
great execution had been done. Reconnoitering par- 
ties of infantry and cavalry were seen all around us, 
some small parties approaching within two or three 
hundred yards of the fort. Lieut. Hanson, 7th in- 
fantry, with six dragoons, was sent out to look at 
them, who found the enemy in force and construet- 
ing a mortar battery on this side of the river, about 
six hundred yards distant, and a little west of north 
of us; to this work the reconnoitering parties retreat- 
ed very precipitately; and Lieut. Hanson, having ac- 
complished very gallantly the object for which he 
was sent out, returned, bringing us important infor- 
mation. To-day every man was kept hard at work 
—the artillery in erecting traverses to protect them- 
selves and their guns, and the Tih infantry in con- 
structing bomb-proof shelters, filling and making 
sand-bags; no man was idle, and at this time, when 
al] the virtues of the American soldier were called 
into action, every man was weighed in the balance, 
and results have proved that none were found want- 
ing. Night brought us no respite but from the fire 
of the enemy’s cannon, and of this even we were by 
no means certain. were found necessary to 
be placed on the counterscarp at the salients. Bar- 
riers had to be removed, and this must be done at 
night as quietly'as possible. Captains Hawkins and 


a party of skirmishers, commanded by Lieut. Hum. 


work continued until one a. m., when rest was found 


necessary for the men, and they returned to get what | 


little they could, with arms in hand, at the parapet. 

May 6th.—At the usual hour this morning the ene- 
my’s fire opened on us from La Fortine de la Flecha, 
the mortar batteries in its vicinity, and the one yes- 
terday established on this side of the river. The 
enemy had now a cross fire on us, and it was warm- 
ly kept up. No exertion had been spared to lessen 


of our men well attested. We well knew at this 
time that the enemy hada masked battery in the 
chaparral north of east from the fort and across the 


river, from which much was to be dreaded; and, not | 


knowing how soon it would open on us, preparation 
had to be made for its reception. ‘This moroing our 
eighteen-pounder threw some shot so directly into 
their embrasures, so as to let them know we had a 


little ammunition left; the compliment was directly | 
returned by them; one of the s:x’s striking the trun- | 
nion cap of our eighteen-pounder, but did no harm; 
and, being already loaded, it returned a shot direct- | 


ly into the embrasure from which it liad just receiv 
ed one. At 10 o’clock to-day we were deprived o/ 
the services of our gallant commander His leg was 
shattered above the knee by a fallen shell. 1 was 
near him when he fell, and never shall | forget his 
brave and manly bearing under the circumstances, 
when, being borne to the hospital, he turned to some 


He lived until the 9th, when he died of his wound, 
deeply lamented by his regiment. 
and gallant officer, and will long be remembered by 
his regiment as one of its brightest ornaments. 
Captain Hawkins was now in command, and, fully 
impressed with the importance of his position, he 
was active and energetic in the exercise of his com- 


mand, and was ably sustained by all his officers.— | 
The cannonade and bombardment was now kept up | 
irregularly, and during the intervals of cessation | 
small parties advanced, under cover of the ravine | 


and vid houses and bushes in our rear, firing escopet- 
tes, which annoyed us so much that it was found ne 
cessary to order Johnson and Bragg to 


pounders, 
the sentinels and gunners on the look-out. Obdserv- 
ing the force of the enemy now increasing around us, 
occupying the temporary entrenchmeuts left by the 
army, it was thought that an assault might shortly 
be expected, a 


der the direction of Lieut. Lansing, was transferred 








He was a brave | sand-bags, and the relieving parties for labor. Again, 


we were annoyed by the fire of | 
'and the chaparral ridge west of us, which fired ac- 


id one of the eighteen poum ers, un-| 
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from the southwest bastion (Capt. Lowd’s) to the 
northeastern bastion, (Major Seawell’s,) which here 
protected the most probable points of attack. This 
gun was hardiy in position before it was found ne- 
eessary to fire one or two rounds of canister at the 
sharp-shooters of the enemy, who endeavored to con- 
cea! themselves in the chaparral bushes, near the 
old dragoon encampment; this firing of the eighteen 
and six-pounders drove the sharp-shooters off. Large 
parties of mounted men and infantry were now seen 
ata distance all around us. The cannonade and 
bombardment was continued, allowing us now and 
then a respite of some fifteen or twenty minutes.— 
Bragg, Thomas, Johnson, and Lansing were ordered 
to fire a charge of canister or grape at the enemy, 
whenever an opportunity offered to do execution. 
At 43 o’clock a white flag «as shown at the old 
buildings in rear, and, well knowing its purport,every 
man took advantage of this opportunity to put hign- 
self and his arms in order for warmer work; the 
charges were drawn, fresh ones put in, and ali were 
delighted at the approaching crisis, which was then 
supposed to be near at hand. Two Mexican officers 
advanced, and by direction of Capt. Hawkins were 
met by Major Seawell and Lieut. Britton, who 
brought him a communication signed by Gen. Arista, 
demanding a surrender of the forces under his coin- 
mand, giving him one hour to reply. A council of 
war was held and a very appropriate reply unani- 
mously agreed upon, and sent off in the allotted time. 
It was now understood by all of our men that the 
crisis was rapidly approaching, and every man took 
the favorable opportunity of the cessation of firing 
to put his arms in first-rate order; at this all went to 
work cheertully, and seemed glad that they were at 
leugth to have an opportunity of meeting the enemy 
hand to hand. The day had been excessively hot, 


and, laboring continually, the men were almost con- | 


stantly exposed in the burning sun. The night came 
and found us prepared for any emergency; prepara- 
tions had been made to hold one part of the fort if 
driven to the other, and even to barricade a bastion 
if so tightly pressed; all the means of barricading 





imei nee 


remove the traverse throwa up by Gen. Worth’s 
command before the fort was commenced, and about 
9 o’clock Capt. Miles, in command, with Lieuts. Van 
Dorn and Clitz, with eighty men, were sent out to 
level it, with orders to use the utmost precaution, 
and to work as silently as possible, in order not to 
draw the enemy’s fire. This dangerous operation 
was accomplished with astonishing rapidity, and it 
must have astonished the enemy the next morning to 
find that it nad been done without their notice. This 
party was covered by a detachment of hght infan- 
try, commanded by Lieut. Potter, who performed his 
duty with great credit to himself, throwing his party 
up and down the river. T'he guard was regularly 
detailed from the 7th infantry, and on the non-com. 
missioned officers and men of the 7th infantry de- 
volved the picket-guard duty, at this time the most 
dangerous and arduous duty to be performed. On 
this duty Sergeant Wragg, Corporal Manson, pri- 
vates Ballard and Melton were always volunteers 
when there was dangerous service for a picket, and 
invariably performed the duty most gallantly. About 
114 to-night Sergeant Wragg, by the fire of one of 
the enemy’s pickets, received a bali in bis cap with- 
out injury to himself, and retreated with his picket, 
having returned the fire. A short time afterwards 
a body of the enemy advanced to within about three 
hundred yards of the fort, and commenced firing 
their escopettes at random, sometimes in volleys, 
each volley preceded by several blasts on bugles.— 
The exact purport of this we could not understand, 
though it kept us on the alert all night, with little 
or no rest to officers and men. This firing was con- 
tinued until near daylight, the time when we expect- 
ed the enemy’s columns _to advance to attack us. 


On the Sth instant, at daylignt.—This morning there 
was no evidence of the advance of the enemy, and 
at 55 a. M. the batteries opened on us again from La 
Fortine de la Flecha, La Fortine Redonda, and the 
battery in our rear with shells, and the bombard- 
ment was continued without cessation during the 
morning. During the heavy bombardment, at the 


suggestion of Capt. Mansfield, a picket was sent out 
: . (wazon bodies, axles, and wheels) were collected at | to burn the old house near the traverse thrown down 
Lee were sent out with their companies, covered by 


those points where it was thought necessary, and | the night before. This was done by Corporal Man- 


(every preparation was made to hold out to the last 
ber, to clear away brushes and other obstacles. ‘This | 


extremily. The night passed off very quietly, but 
we were constantly on the alert, almost certain of 
an atlack the next morning. 


On the 7th instant, at 54 o’clock a. m., the enemy’s 
batteries opened on us, and their shells were thrown 
with great accuracy for about one hour, when there 
was a cessation; we were now much disappointed, 
as we had hoped that, having demanded a surrender, 


‘the enemy was at least prepared to assail us, as we 


: “"' had become exceedingly tired of remaining passive 
our danger from it, as the almost exhausted energies | 


under so heavy a bombardment. At 7} o’clock small 
parties of the enemy were seen in our rear, occu- 
pying the old houses on the road and the old guard- 
house of the 21 brigade. Bragg, Johnson, and Lan- 
sing each gave them around of canister and grape, 
which caused them to disperse. We were now com- 
pelled to be very particular in the use of our am- 
munition for cannon, as the supply was becoming 


very limited, whilst the supplies of the enemy seem- | 


ed inexhaustible, as they now commenced throwing 
iron shells for the first time. Jt was supposed, from 


the firing, that one of the mortars had been removed | 


from our rear, and we had every reason to expect it 


‘in avery short time from another direction, as the 


enemy commanded far more preferable positions for 
batteries than they had yet selected. ‘he bombard- 
ment was continued at intervals at the pleasure of 
the enemy, taking time to procure the ammunition 
from town and to cool their guns. We lost several 


F ne horses to-day, and one of the wheels of a caisson of | 
of his men who had collected around him and said, | | 


‘“‘Go to your work, men; I ain but one among you.” 


Bragg’s battery was disabled. Our bomb-proofs 
were now pretty far advanced, and served to protect 
our men from the sun whilst engaged in making 


at 2 o’clock Pp. M., 
escopettes, from the bank of the river and ravine, 
so distant, however, as to be harmless. Tlhis cow 
ardly action on the part of the enemy served but to 
incense our men, and many of them applied to be 
permitted to pick them off with rifles in case they 
showed themselves. It was about this time a Mex- 
ican officer was observed frequently (o take a position 
in a tall tree, on the other side of the river, to ex- 


/amine into the effect and range of our shells; from 
his position he could observe the manceuvres of the | 
give them a/| 
few rounds of grape and canister shot from the six- | 
The escopettes were generally aimed at | 


piece directed by Bragg in person, and was once or 
twice driven very precipitately from his position by 
pointing his rifle at him. 








|son and private Ballard, who volunteered to perform 
'the service; and, as soor.as they were observed, 


drew the fire of the enemy with round shot and 
shells. ‘The firing was continued during the day at 
intervals. The flag-staff, being some distance out- 
side of the fort, and exposed to the fire of the enemy, 
the commanding officer caused a staff to be erected 
inside the fort, and the national flag of the 7th in- 
fantry was raised. ‘This was done by a party under 
Lieut. Hanson; and, in erecting the staff, Quarter- 
master Sergeant Henry, necessarily exposed, per- 
formed his duty very gallantly. A new mortar bat- 
tery now opened on us from the chaparral! ridge im- 
mediately west of Fort Brown, from which shells 
were thrown with astonishing accuracy—five out of 
seven successive shells bursting in the bastion com- 


| manded by Capt. Lee, and in which Johnson had his 
| six-pounder. 
-nonading coming to us in sounds that could not be 


At 25 we heard tie Palo Alito can- 


mistaken, and Jasted until 7 o’clock. During this 
time the bombardmeit and cannonading was kept up 


/on us continually, and the excitement in our com- 


mand cannot be described. A short time before 
sunset a column of infantry was seen advancing on 
the road to the Palo Alto, having crossed the upper 
ferry, and a Jarge body of cavalry, which had cross- 
ed below, advanced in the same direction. These 
columns reinforced General Arista. We now well 
knew that the attention of the main body of the 
army was diverted from us; and several officers ex- 
pressed to me a desire to volunteer to storm the bat- 


‘teries, had it been expedient by the captain com- 


manding. The night was passed quietly. 

9th instant.—This morning the batteries opened on 
us again—the mortar on this side of the river having 
been removed to a position between Fort Paredes 


curately though much further off. This morning the 
capiain commanding determined to have the flag 
raised on the statf on the ouside of the fort, and, 
the halliards being unrigged, the topmast had to be 
lowered to replace them. Lieut. Hanson, with 
Quartermaster Sergeant Henry, and privates Collins 


'aund Howard, were sent out to perform this duty.— 
| It could not be done without great labor and expo- 


Sure to the fire from the enemy’s batteries, which was 
immediately directed upon them—notwithstanaing, 


Quartermaster Sergeant Henry and privates Collins 
The bombardment was | and Howard stood on the cross-trees at Jeast twenly 
‘continued without intermission until sunset, and | minutes, during the time exposed to a constant fire 
more than two-thirds of the shells took effeet in the | 


of canister, grape, and round shot. ‘They found it 


fort. Ajl the instruments of the 7th infantry band | impossible to raise the topmast, but fastened it in 
were lost to-day by the explosion of a bombshell; | position, and raised the national flag to the admirae 


and private Moody, of H company, 7th infantry, | tion of the whole command. 
jlostiusarm. Lt was pow considered necessary to | Capt. Mansfield the commanding officer ordered 4 
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arty detailed to burn thepouses and fences in rear, | 
pich had been occupied by the enemy. Sergeani | 
we, cf © company, 7th infantry, was sent out with | 
nmen to perform this service—private Ballard | 
a19 a volunteer to burn the houses. Capt. Mans- 
id accompanied this party, and each house was) 
jrot successively under the fire of the enemy’s bat- | 
pple’. 











Lieut. Gantt, with a party of twenty men> 
red, and with axes, was sent out to cut away | 
yshes and obstacles on the ground between the dra- | 
oon encampment and the fort. ‘This party drew 
jd stood the fire of the enemy until recalled by the 
ommanding officer, bringing with them old barrels | 
pr use in the fort. Shortly after 2 o’clock pr. m. we 
ard the re-engagement of the armies, which caus- 
j the most pleasant excitement in our co »mand, as 
e could distinctly perceive the advance of our ar- 
iliery and musketry. Our operations, however, | 
(ijl wenton. This afternoon Lieut. McLaw was | 
pt out with a party to cut away the chaparral 

shes, drawing the fire of the enemy, but working | 
ithout any regard whatever to their imminent dan- | 
er. The efforts of the enemy at their batteries | 
semed now to be redoubled, and the bombardment | 
god cannonading were at this time heavier than we | 
pad yet sustained, and was kept up constantly until 

ome time after we had heard of the total rout of | 
eenemy at Resaca de Ja Palma. At 5} o’clock | 
esaw the Mexican cavalry and infantry in preci- | 
itate retreat to the river, but entirely out of the) 
ange Of the six-pound guns, notwithstanding some | 
ew shots were fired froin a six and eighteen-poun- 

fer. The latter had scarcely fired once before we | 
erceived the danger of killing our own men, when | 
the firing ceased on both sides of the river. Our) 
elight on hearing the result of the battle of the 9th | 
indescribable. Having been harrassed for seven | 
wuccessive days without rest, and performing con- | 
tant labor during the time, without the excitement | 
of meeting the enemy hand to hand, our energies | 
were nearly exhausted, and we needed only rest and 
an opportunity to avenge ourselves. ‘The conduct 


























exposed to constant cannonading from the enemy, 
deserves the highest commendation for their gallaa- 
iry;and the cool and deliberate manner in which 


not be too highly praised. 
oes of Quartermaster Sergeant Henry, Corporal 
Manson, and private Ballard deserve the highest 
praise. 
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DEBATE ON THE TARIFF BILL. 





IN THE U. 8S. SENATE, THURSDAY, JULY 28, 1846. 

We published a brief abstract at the time, with 
lhe intention of inserting before this time, a full ac- 
count of the very interesting discussion on that day. 
Mr. Lewis, from the committee on finance, to 
whom was committed the bill to modily the tariff, 
with instructions ‘‘to remove the new duties imposed 
by said bill in all cases where any foreign raw ma- 
lerial is taxed to the prejudice of any mechanic or 
Manufacturer, so that no other or higher duty s:ali 
















vided by the act of August 30, 1842; and furtaer, so 
regulate all the duties imposed by this vill as to 
mise a revenue Sufficient fur the exigencies of the 
country,” reported back the bill, and asked to be 
discharged from the further censideration of the 
ilove instructions. 


Man of the committee on fivuance, tie as a member 


aiother member besides himseif who did not concur 
li itany more thanhe. Heshould now like to know 
ule of the reasons for making such a report, as he 
had not heard of any in ihe committee. He shouid 
like to hear why, after the senate of the United 
lates had, by a majority of the body, ordered one 
of iis Committees to do a certain act, why it was 
lial that committee had neither done the act di- 
rectly, nor made any effurt to doi? He did not think 
he chairman of the committee had even unfold 


™ senate. He was opposed to discharging the com- 

iillee, 
‘lr. Lewis, the chairman of the committee on fi- 
Dance » $aid that the resolution was oue of such an 
Bcelnite character that, even had there been time 
Pees ™ compliance with il, the commitiee couid 
Nol lave told to what articles it was tnt~.uded to ap- 
‘i, he Was difficult to teil what articles were de- 
Sayan by the term of raw material. He supposed 
vas a raw material, aud so was wool, and so 


Was he ’ 

te hemp. df the resolution was intended to apply 

‘ . arti 

’ Nese articies, a compliance wiil: it must have set 

Sit | 


‘6 the whole frame-work of the bill. He thought, 


of oflicers and men, sent out on detached parties, | 


hey labored without the excitement of a battle can- | 
The distinguished servi-| 


| 1842, and to bring down the tax upon them to that | 


— 


under the circumstances, that the committee was{meet the exigencies of the country. Would the 
fully justified in asking to be discharged from a fur- | honorable senator from Maryland be good enough to 
ther consideration of the resolution, inasmuch as the | tell the senate what the instructions meant by tha 
honorable senator from Delaware, (Mr. Clayton,)| phrase, the exigencies of the country? Did it in- 
had openly avowed, when he moved it, that it was | clude only the ordinary expenses of the government 
intended for the destruction of the bill. If the bill| in atime of peace, or was it intended to cover the 
was to be destroyed, he thought that the committee | whole amount of the annual war expenses? In either 
might at least ask not to be made the executioners “a event, great adepts as the members of the finance 
their own bill. committee might be at figures, and however learned 
Mr. R. Johnson said that he understood the chair- | in the matters of the revenue, they could not make 
man of the committee to say virtually that the reason | the requisile calculations in one week. They could 
why the committee did not act in obedience to the | not within that time find out what revenue would be 
instructions of the senate was, that those instructions | needed, and so digest the bill as to distribute that 
were calculated to defeat the bill— sum in due proportion on each article taxed. Yet 
Mr. Lewis. Were intended to defeat it. the committee were required by the resolution to zo 
Mr. Johnson. The chairman said they were in- to work and to prepare and report a new tariff bill, to 
tended to defeat the bill, because such an intention ‘be discussed by both houses——when? Both houses 
had been avowed by the senator from Delaware; and | had by resolution fixed upon the tenth of August as 
the committee were free from any obligation to obey | the day for theiradjournment. The senate had done 
the instructions, because, if those instructions should | this, indeed, contrary to Mr. S.’s vote; and the very 
be carried out, the whole frame of the bill must be | state of things which he had predicted in conse- 
changed. Now, Mr. J. desired to know what right | quence of fixing it had now come. By the very 
a committee of the senate had to refuse to obey im-!| men who fixed upon that day the finance committee 
structions impused on them by the senate, because, | were urged to set themselves to work and now pre- 
in their own opinion, those instructions went to) pare a new bill Did any man in his senses believe 
change the whole character of a bill they had re- | that in the short time which yet remained such an 
ported. Suppose they did, what then? ‘That was | instruction as this could be complied with? The 
the very question which had been decided. The | committee certainly did not, and they had accord- 
senate, after due deliberation and a full discussion of | ingly reported back the same bill which they aad 
the whole matter, had determined so to instruct the | before brought into the senate, and had instructed 
committee, and if the instructions required a change | Weir chairman to ask that they might be discharged 
in the bill, then the senate had determined that such | from the resolution of instructions. If, however, ihe 
change should be made. ‘The duty of the committee | senate should refuse to discharge them, they would 
was ministerial. ‘They were not to Judge of the in-/ 0 on and exhaust the residue of this session in en- 
structions, but to carry them out. |deavoring to comply with it; but, when they had 
Another reason given by the chairman was, that | done so, Mr. 8. predicted that the day of adjourn- 
these instructions were indefinite in their nature, and , ment would come and find them about as near the 
the committee refused to carry them out, because it | completion of their task as they were now. 
was impossible for them to determine what articles} Mr. Benton asked that the resolution of instruction 
were designated 23 raw materials. This was cer-| under which the bill had been sent out ea 
tainly a most extraordinary deciaration to come | read; and it wes reed accordingly. Mr ‘3. aid th “ 
from the chairman of a committee on finance. ‘The “4 “ar RS 


‘he declared to the s. wate thati ; ee 

instructions directed them to take up the bill of | spirit the committee asked > be Wie ee 
1842 and find out what articles enumerated in that) these instructions. So “sras he oui boned Pr gto 
bill consisting of raw materials employed by manu-! was his judgment thal srt-would be ithe i = tah 'g 
factures in the United States were then left free of ; ht aba sab reids 


ble for the committee to execut , 

‘ ’ e the task here im- 
duty, and to insert the same in the new bill a8 | posed upon them, either with the approbation-of 
free articles, and then to examine what raw mate-| (jeir own judgment or with the chance of doing any 


rials were taxed higher by this billthan by the actof| good. It was an uller impossibility that they should 
and therefore they had brought back the bidl Ww ith a 

report declaring their utter inability to do wha: they 
were ordered, and asking to be discharged from the 
task. And this request, made under these cireum- 


standard. 

Mr. J. would venture to say that a process like 
this might-as well be accomplished in two days as in | 
two years. Why had not the committee made the | 


attempt? He asked his friend (Mr. Evans) to say whe- 
ther any effort had been made in the committee to 
comply with the instructions? ‘The instructions were 


stances, made the question on discharging the com- 
niittee In reality a lest question upon the bill. The 
motion was, that the committee be discharged: on 
that motion the yeas and nays would be demanded 

’ 


Boecollected on any such raw material than is pro- | 


Mr, Evans said that, in the report made by the chair- | 


i that committee, had not concurred; and ihere was, 


fi the papers delivered to him by the secretary of | amount of duties as to provide that sum. 


| ordered by the senate at five o’clock last evening, | So that the bill was in fact now upon its final vote. — 
and the commiitee did not meet till nine this morn-| There was uo doubt of that, and every gentleman 
ing, and here the chairman came into the senate and | here who meant to vote either in the aflirmative or 
asked to be discharged from these instructions, be- negative would now vote understandingly. If the 
cause he would not undertake to comply with that | bill was recommitted, and the order of the senate 
portion of them which had relation to the raw ma- | should be reiterated, Mr. B. submitted that the com- 
‘terial. The committee forsooth could not tell what | mittee could not perform the duty required of them. 
was intended by raw material. Why, was thereany | He should nevertheless go on, and endeavor to obey 
difficulty in any wan of common sense understanding | It He confessed, however, he should be unwilling 
| what was meant by raw material employed in man- | to bring into the senate what workmen would call 
ufactures in the United States? But, if the chair-| a botch. lic was wholly unwilling to go to work 
man was so wholly uninformed as not to know thus like an ignorant anatomist, and cut and slash among 
much, let him go to the department and there exaim- | bones and muscles and nerves and tendons without 
ine what articles now come in tree of duly as raw | knowing what he was about. If he was lo prepare 
| material. Surely, when he had found out what these | a bill, he must have the necessary aids and means to 
articles were, there could be no further difficulty in| help him in bringing in such a bill as he should be 
complying with the directions given. | prepared lo stand by. 
| But the instrucitons required ihe committee todo} Now, at the very threshold ihe inquiry came u 
mere than this. They directed them to find oul what! whatis raw material? 
| amount of duty would be sufficient tu produce such 'facturer of 
(an amount of revenue as was required by the cxi- | 
gencies of the country. Did it require any great | 
effort to do this? The country wanted a certain 
amount of money to be raised by duties. The chair 
/man could find out how much this was by applying 
| to the secretary of the treasury, who had himself 
made an estimate of that amount. When he gol | 
ihe sum, then all the committee had to do was to set | 
| themselves to work in earnest and so arrange the | 
He hoped | 
| the instructions would be continued, and that the re- | 
| 
| 


Why, in the view ofa m: . 
j natiue- 
loth, he supposed raw material would 
mean wool, bul in the view of a tailor raw material 
would mean manulactured cloth. Ifa tanner should 
be called on to say what he considered raw materia} 
i his answer would probably be raw hides; but if a 
swaker were asked what is raw material his 
reply would Se tanned leather. And so on in an 
iuterminable succession, through all the various 
branches and processes of labor. How could the 
committee undertake to fulfil these instructions with- 
Out the requisite information, and without the ne- 
cessary time and opportunity to procure it? Still he 
| would go on, aod endeavor to do it, if the senate 
would not be complied with. after due deliberation, and after hearing what the 
Mr. Speight said it was suflicient for his purpose |committee had to say, should still determine so to 
that a majority of the commitice had ordered such | order it. He could, however, do but one of two 
a request to be made. fle would give his own rea- | things: either to take such an amount of time as the 
sons why he thought it ought to be complied with: | proper performance of the task would require, or 
other gentlemen wight give theirs. We had now | make a botch of the work. He brought this alter- 
but eight legislative days uf the present session after | native to obtain the sense of the senate, They had 
this day. ‘The latier clause of these instructions | now at length come up to the point. They were now 
struck at the whole bill, aud required the committee | cailed to vote finally en this bill, and every 
to report au entirely new tarill. They were so to | man must give such | 
arrange the duties as to raise sufficient revenue to | to stand by. 


x 


| 


quest of the committee to be discharged from them 


ventlo- 
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id that the vequest of the chair- |Had they not time for this? Had not the treasury {ing there should be such a change, when: 
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17 r 2 " 
wal, ij wilting i) Sa 
man of the finance committee pad placed that body | department stated what was the amount which the | 


. s ot # ‘ curt . Ly } te > ' 
in ati attilude whicu he Belteved 4: iau Hev 


H: doudted if a Sitbtic ijstance ecou'd 
be found in ail the recorded legisiation of the country 
where a committee had been ordered to do a specific 
act, and had refused, without even making an at- 
tempt to do it. 

Mr. Lewis said the committee did not refuse; they 
only asked to be discharged. 


Mr. Huntington, resuming, said that the comnit- 
tee had veen directed to make a certain alteration 
in this bill, and they had reported the bill back to 
the senate without even attempting to make such 
alteration. As to the reasons which they had stated. 
he should consider them afterwards. What was it 
the senate had done yesterday? The senate had de- 
cided that the bill should be amended, and amended 
in a particular way. Did they not? And they had 
wrilien down on paper the particulars in which the 
committee should amend the bill, ani they had sent 
that paper to the committee. It was no direction to 
them to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the bill; it was not left with the committee to judge 
whether tney should or should not. It was a direc- 
tion, an order, as peremptory in its nature as any 
order directed to the secretary of the senate. Yet 
the commitiee, instead of making the amendments 
they had been directed to make, reported back 
the bil without any amendment at all. They de- 
clined t. do the duty assigued, and Mr. H. insisted 
that this was unusual, unprecedented, and extra- 
ordinary. [Mr Benton was here understood to say 
that he could produce precedents of a similar pro 
ceeding. | 


nied hotnara 
pred petors 


What had been the reasons assigned by the chair 
man of the committee fur not doing his duty? The 
first, and indeed the only reason given by him, ex- 
cept a suggestion at the close of his remarks, was 
that the committee had not had time. Not time—todo 
what? In the first place, the senate had decided that 


roceu- | government ws 





the cominittee had time, for they had directed them | 
to do it, and they were as good judges of the time | 
required as the committee were. ‘The senate had | 
not directed the committee to report this morning. | 
The senate knew just as well as that committee | 
what day they had fixed for adjournment, and how | 
many legislative days and other days intervened, and | 
with a full knowledge of these facts it had directed | 
the committee on finance to do a certain thing; and | 
now the chairman of that committee came there | 
and very modestly told the senate that they ought not 
to have required the committee to perform that task, 
because the committee were of opinion that there | 
was no time to de It. | 

| 


The senate had decided that the bill should not 
pass without amendment, but should be amended.— | 
‘The committee had brought it back into the senate | 
without any amendment and now asked, on the au- | 
thority of their opinion, that the bill should become | 
a law just as it stood, without any amendment at all. | 
Now, with all personal respect, Mr. H. insisted that | 
if this report of the committee should be accepted, | 
the senate would sanction any one of its committees | 
in disregarding and refusing to comply with any | 
order the senate might give. The comuuttee had | 
not time, and so they did not make any effort to} 
comply with either branch of the instructions. No| 
time! Why, what was the first instructions given?— | 
To amend the bill in regard to those articles of raw | 
material which were employed in the manulactures | 
of the United States. Now, whodid not practical | 
Jy know what was the meaning of such a direction? 
‘The question was too plain to admit of dispute, but 
the committee had not gune into any inquiry as to) 
what such raw materials were. Had they asked the 
senators from Maiwe, or Maryland, whether hemp 
was ai article of raw material, and whether wool 
was anvtier? No,netaword. But they came back 
here and plead ignorance. They did votknow what 
araw material meant. What a pity! But how 
Jong would it bave taken them to compiy wilh this | 


| 


first branch of the mstructions? All they would | 
have to do would be to teke up the act of °42 and 
examine it, to flud what articles of raw material 
were there free of duty, aod uf such articles there | 
free were taxed in the new bill, to take thein out of | 
the class of taxed articles and put them into the | 
class oi free; and soil any such article was taxed 
in the pew bill higher than in the act of 742, to re- 
duce ihe new tax to the level of the vold one.— 
Would such an operation take over an half an hour? 
‘There was not a man in that chamber who could not 
make the whole alteration required in less than an 
hour’s tine. 


But what was the second branch of instructio, ?— 
It was that the commitice should lay such duties on 
articles nol raw inaterial as should produce revenue 
Gullicient lou mect We exigencies ol the country.— | 


| structions of the bouy. 


| Saw Lue secretary of the treasury asking for loans and 


amendment in the bill, yet here was an application 
‘to keep tt in committee, when gentiemen on booth 
sides of the chamber washed the bill, if it passed at 


for amendments, but the majority told him that none 


tions of his jegisiature? 
|} to discharge his duty, and with the advice of his own | 


wid need? And had not the chairman | 
told the se ate what he expected this bill to raise?— | 
Now, if the alleration on the raw material would | 
produce a reduction of revenue, all the committee | 
had to do was to impose that amount in addition to | 
the duties on the other articles. And were not the 
committee as competent to do this as they were to 
report upon the bill in the first instance? Was not 
his friend from Mississippi (Mr. Speight) as compe- 
tent to make these alterations in the bill as to judge 
that the bill was fit and proper to be passed in its 
present state? 

Mr. Speight said that he would frankly answer 
the genUeman from Connecticut, and say that he 
could not do any such thing in the space of eleven 
days, nor could any other member of the commit- 
lee. 

Mr. Hontington resumed, and said if the gentle- 
man could not do it, il must be owing to the infirm 
state of his health, (and no man regretted more than 
he did that the health of the honorable senator was 
vo better;) but if the gentleman thought that he was 
himself quite incompetent to such a task, here wasa 
gentleman from Maine near him (Mr. Evans) who 
had been long enough familiar with questions of re- 
venue to Know something about them. He thought 
that if he had asked him he could have presented 
linn with such views as would enlighten him in the 
task. But the committee took goud care not to give 
him achance. Neither his friend from Maine, (Mr. 
Evans,) nor his friend from Maryland, (Mr. John- 
svu,) both of whom were members of the commit- 
tee, had nad an opportunity of making even an effort 
to perform the duty assigned them by the senate.— 
A majority of the committee had decided that they 
were not competent to do it, and therefore, in their 
opinion, no body could do it. Mr. H. would submit 
it to the senate whether they would sanction a 
course like this in one of their committees? He 
thought it was due to the dignity of the body that, 
having instructed a committee, it should insist that 
at least an effort be made to obey such instructions. 
The senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton,) had in- 
deed said that if he was again instructed he would set 
to work. Instructed again! Was it necessary, then, 
that the senate should reiterate its instructions?— 
That it should require, and insist, and compel, before 
one of its committees would even attempt to do what 
it was directed to do? He repeated it, this was an un- 
usual state of things, and he hoped that the commit- 
tee would be sent back, and charged to obey the in- 


Mr. Jarnagin here rose, and said that he thought it 
was his duty to himself and to his country that he should 
put an end to this affair. Ile was now fully satisfied 
that no amendment cuuld or would be made in this 
bill, and it was therefore useless to insist on keeping 
it before the committee. ‘The only effect of such a 
course must be to smother the bill, When he had 
voted yesterday for the instructions he had had no 
such purpose in contemplation. Had he resorted to 
such a mode of destroying the bill he should not 
have considered himself as discharging his duty ac- 
cording to bis instructions. He had at one time 
thought it his duty, under the instructions, to vote 
for ihe bill Just as itcame from the house, not be- 
cause he thought ita guod bill, but because, contrary 
to his judgment, it was determined by a majority to 
put the country ona great experiment, and he was 
willing that they should take the responsibility and 
abide the consequences. But when he witnessed the 
eXigency into which the country was brought, and 


treasury notes, and knew that this bill would reduce 
the revenue he came to the conclusion that if amend- 
ments should be offered it weuld be his duty to vote 
for them. 

But what was the state of things now? The de- 
mocratic majority ip the senute deciined making any 


all, lo pass in its preseutform. Mr. J. had asked 





| him was, whethea this bill should pass or whether | 


it suould be deicated by his vote? And if it should | 
be, Would that vole be i conformity to the instruc- | 
With ihe most anxious wish | 


political iriends—advice not intruded upon him, but | 


given to him in ali kindness—he had been brought | 
. | 
‘tor a time to the conclusion tiat it would be best to | 


postpone any turiher action on the bill to the next 
session ol congress; Dul, on saalure deliberation, he | 
had come lo a different conclusion. Why should | 


‘they posipone the vuil, if they thuught there would 


be a clase 10 ue Opinion ol the people? Suppus- 





| that the committee thought thal they were not bound 
‘should be made. Now, theu, the question put to | 
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Was 


bill to go into operation? On the Ist day sie 





ber next, and congress would meet on the fifth id 
mediately after it had gone into effect. Nothip 
therefore, would be gained by postponing the yj 
on the contrary, it would only lead the people t, 
deceptive security, to a delusive hope. Was ity, 
better that the fact should at once be put plainly ) 
fore them. Let them see and know that the purng 
to pass such a bill was serious, and had beep 
sued to action, let them examine the bill in its prag 
tical operation; let them get up their meetings, 
express their sentiments, and then at the next ey 
gress their representatives, coming fresh from \ 
people, wonld be prepared to speak the will of , 
people. Would not this be better than a state, 
uncertainty? Mr. J. said he could vet get any og 
cial expression of the opinion of his state legislay, 
till October next Possibly the will of that bog 
might change, but still he could not vote to pog 
pone with that view, because he believed that in \) 
mean while a postponement would be aganast 4} 
interests of the country. 

But this was not all. He was bound, in this my 
ter, to ve frank and speak all his mind. The que 
tion on this bill had assumed a party character, | 
was a democratic measure, aud events had occuprre 
which threw on him a responsibility which did y 
properly belong to him. On his hands lay now thg 
responsibility of passing or rejecting this bill, 
did not occupy the position of forcing this measur 
on the country by a whig vote. He represente 
vut one state: the presiding officer of the senate re 
presented the whole American people. You, sir 
(said Mr. J., addressing Mr. Dallas,) have bee 
elected to the post you occupy by the democratig 
party. If the democratic party are united in desip 
ing to carry out this measure, | here transfer it intg iit | 
the care and keeping of the representative of the pe per of 18 
whole people. We shall then see whether it isa de tg + ered re 
mocratic measure or not. Mr. J. would not occup a : 7 # ahs 
a position which did not rightfully belong to him. ‘fall saute bel 
He desired to stand rectus in curia; he would no r iy 4 én 
take the responsibility of a party measure when the “ff be" . jae 
party bad a majority here. it was well known tha ‘ +h hhh ip 
he did not approve of this bill; yet he would no pad 2 ey 
vole against it, because he was instructed to vote i ' o. “ ht. oN. 
its favor. He was fully aware that his course did D tent Foye 
not meet ine approbation of his political associates a a 
and it was very painful to him to be compelled ing ag i mid ~ 
this instance to separate himself froin them. He P i pe ’ 
had most earnestly desired that this cup might pass c.; as — 
from him; but this could not be. Come life, come ye a ey 
death, he must take it; and be should proceed to dom. ’ nes 
his duty, though none could regret more than he they, alles Rig 
pain he must thereby inflict on his political friends a me og 
He had no doubt that the consequences of this act bad sa f 
would be visited on his head, and, if so, he should gam... ay eee 
contentedly into the walks of private life and then do ‘Saadtttianidal 
battle against this bill. He believed that those whogmm’ senator said 
opposed it were right, and he believed fully thaqgptea bill in c 
their course would meet a hearty cesponse from the and this bee 
American people; and he hoped in God that the day ifadjournmen 
would come when that response would be heard inggmpUilted that he 
these halls. Meanwhile he should now vote forums always avo 
discharging the finance committee according tom on the othe 
their request, and would look to God and to the He had open 
country for the result. He must do his duty, even itthat he was 
tnough his political friends should desert him on ac ley themsely: 
count of it, Mr. C. had 


Mr. J. M. Clayton said that it was very true (38 “pve, be 
the senator from Mussour, Mr. Benton, had observ i ore, 
ed) that the present vote was decisive of the fate 0 > an com 
the bill. If the committee should not be discharged * committer 
from the instructions the senate had given, the bill the task, 
would fall; if they were discharged, no doubt itg@™ng the tim 
would become a law. As to the announcement made phame a more 
by the honorable gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr wine thera 
Jarnagin,) that it was his purpose to obey the I “ this bec 
structions received by him, he had heard it wih lem a suflic 
heartfelt sorrow. And now he had a word to say ph he we 
gentiemen on the other side of the chamber, Wed asked. 

The chairman of the finance comurttee had said pi) had not: 
that Mr. C. when moving the instructions, had a0 " then say 
nounced that it was his object to defeat the bill, and _e not 
lave ho suc 
to be the executioners of their own biil. It was rae had | 
very true that Mr. C. had frankly acknowledged N that sut 
that he sought to defeat the bill, because he consid t € had o 
ered it as the source of unmixed and incalculable i th whole 
mischief. Not that he was opposed to any modi: ti lose had 
cation of the tariff. He was by no means so attach on 
ed to the present law that he would wot vole for any 
other. On the contrary, he was ready at all wget we 
to lend his aid in a proper amendment ol it. It ut it ap. It 
true that he did seek, vy the instructions he oe * (he Cons 
moved, to protect the interests of the mechanic wer 
the manulacturer, and aisu to secure such an amour” 
of revenue as should be equal to the exigencie -" 
the COUNTY. 
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~~ senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Speight,) bad | feel that he had wasted the time of the sénate.— | 


ding bill should be amended in a particular man- pect altogether. We are here, (said Mr. W.) call- 


‘or them to comply. Here, then, was a measure | are purporting to be about to pass a great democra- | 
remature and crude that the committee could | tic measure. if there is any meaning in that term, | 
make it perfect, though pressed by all the weight | it is that this 4s a measure which will favor the culty at all. Where is it? There is not a gentleman 
he authority of the senate. In this declaration | masses, which will favor the people, that it prefers 
had an admission that a bill was destined to pass the interests of the masses to the interests of a few 
ich the senate, after full consideration, had de- | Who are thought to be possessors of a high measure 


ator wished to know what Mr. C. meant by the ( 
mctions he had moved, he would say to that| sure to be? It purports to be ‘‘an act reducing du- 
leman that he meant the committee should re-| ties on imports and for other purposes,” and the title | 
a bill taking off the odious discrimination which | Would not discredit the bill at all af it had not added | 
pill made in favor of European labor, and which | those words, ‘tand for other purposes.”? And one of | 
if at the same time raise a sufficient amount | those other purposes is to enhance duties. The true | 
revenue to provide for the civil list and for the | interpretation of the bill and its proper title would | 
rst on the rational debt; and, lastly, which | be, ‘a bill to reduce certain duties and augment 
d also provide a sinking fund to pay off the debt others.” To see whether this is such a billas it is pre- 








ir. Speight here interposed to ask what amount, 


at to meet these objects? 
measur@mir, Clayton said he had not made an exact calcu- 


should not at present attempt to pronounce a classes, bul the great amount of reduction is on such 
ite opinion, yet he thought gentlemen would | afticles a2 we:e contained in the list ] read yester- 
by no means so difficult a matter as they sup. day. ‘The bill rcauces duties on spirits, on spices, | good natured sort of way. [A laugh. ] 









hese objects; and it was still more flagrantly evi 
ithat under the new bill the revenue collected | 
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ed of him what he meant by the exigences of| He had rarely addressed the body, and never but | They cannot do ‘t?) Sir, was the like ever heard?— 
po ntry, and how much revenue he thought | on a great subject. But he haddone. He did not; Could not the committee have at least said, we are 
mo cufficient to meet them, and had dwelt on| mean to harrass gentlemen He had faithfully warn- ready to do what the senate requires, but it will take 
Ur mpossibility of arranging a bill to accomplish ed them; and now let the consequences fall where , a long time to do if? 
¢ object within the time that now remained of they might. | | | 
resent session. After what thatsenator and Mr. Webster admitted that the question now before; Mr. Webster. No such thing. The committee 
rs had said, Mr.C. would not insist that the the senate was in one respect what the senator from) made no report. They have not presented any re- 
»mittee could obey the instructions, but it was Missouri, (Mr. Benton,) had declared it to be—a!| port to this body which would submit their views to 
opinion that on that point they were mistaken. | test question, but not exactly in the light in which) the senate, and let the senate decide upon them. I 
re apposing them not mistaken, what was the re-| that gentleman so considered it. It was a test ques-| do not believe that that committee have conferred 


Mr. Speight. ‘That is the very report we made. 


The senate had deliberately decided that the tion in a general and different sense—in another a3- | half an hour. I do not think they have considered 
| the thing for ten minutes; indeed, | doubt if they 

‘he committee declared that it was impossi- | ing ourselves a democratic congress. ‘The majority | nave met at all. Yet they tell us they cannot do 
| what we have instructed them todo. Why, sir, on 

| the first branch of the instructions there is no diffi- 


here who could not doitin one hour. No; the com- 
mittee declined doing it, not from want of time, but 
from want of purpose. 


Mr. Sevier called Mr. Webster to order. 

Mr. Webster. ‘To order? How am I out of order? 

Mr. Sevier. The senator 13 out of order in reflect- 
ing on the purposes of the committee. 

Mr. Webster. I said it was from the purposes of 
the committee; and it is not? Is it not the purpose of 
ihe committee that this bill shall pass as it is? Ils not 
that your purpose? 

Mr. Sevier insisting on his point of order— 
oe Chair decided that there was nothing in the re- 
tended to be, whether it is in favor of the masses,| marks of the senator from Massachusetts in the least 
look at the question now before us—a question which | out of order. 


‘ | is likely to terminate as is asked by the gentleman | \j, Webster. Now, then, I think that for such an 
nd numbers, the senator thought would be suf. from Alabama, (Mr. Lewis,) the chairman of the) interruption the senator from Arkansas owes me and 
committee on finance. the senate a handsome apology. 
but 1t would be no very difficult matler to do This bill does reduce duties; but on what? There| Mr. Sevier, (laughing.) Well, 1 make you as hand- 
He had made some examination, and, though | ™@y be some articles for the benefit of the middling | some a one as I know how, 

Mr. Webster. It somehow always happens that my 
differences with the senator from Arkansas end in a 


ought not to passin tts present form. If the of wealth. Now, I ask what sort of a bill does the 
question before us show this great democratic mea- 


nae 











7 


. inz, on rich and costly carpets silks ich cut! the committee on finance had thought it incumbent 

was certain, however, that the revenue, even | ,)2° stly carpets, on silks, on rich cut) | 5a 15 
the act of 1842. would be insufficient t ‘glass. The reduction was on this class of articles. | on them to obey the instructions of the senate, they 
ty : 0 cover | It keeps out of the treasury more revenue than the | would have found time to do it. Before meridian 
| whole amount of duties on the other articles. Here | this day they might readily have accomplished the 














on tropical and all other fruits,on ready made cloth: | To resume what I was saying. I say still, that, if 


. . . . ° P | . . . 

; ; ; ; ~~ | is your main reduction, and it is all on articles of | object contained tn the first part of the imstructions. 
fall vastly below the mark. This no gentleman | extreme luxury. The whole reduction in the bill is| But I rather think they did not greatly fatigue them- 
mpted to deny. It was. in fact, openly admitted, | on such articles as none of the middle classes use or | selves, but concluded that the best way would be to 
iallly admitted, for congress had passed a bill | : 


. pe ; have any direct interest in. is osed to} take a short cut, and ask to be discharged, in t 
prising the issue of ten millions in treasury notes, | : rest in. It is now proposed to| : , 6 n the 


: : see whether you will or will not continue this pro- | hope that something might occur which would enable 
hnotes might be reissued. | J not continue this p P oe Fe, 


ge | cess; whether you wil! : sin; ies ‘ them to pass this bill. I do not believe they 
r Speight. Not with my vote. | cess; wi y 1 » while reducing duties on ar | th | 8 they so much 
(ee tay orgs geen Fe pane 0 ticles of the highest luxury used by the rich alone, | as opened a book. 
t, WECGEON BS ; : ' OT | increase duties on art cles which consti ie raw! And now I say that when this bill shall be passed 
mioled. He had himself objected to such a mea- | > peer Cronies Int 28 y Mpg 
} 


; : material of our own home manufactured articles,}there will be no need of writing on the body of it 
pee weet “_+ > : When the govern’ | out of which ail the laboring men of the country "whether it is a democratic or an aristocratic bill — 
Sa the we Ao oc aueaniedasiier aidan jearn their daily living—articles which furnish occu | When the laboring man sees that the duty on raw 
tthat debt and discharge it. This was with him | pation to handicraft labor. On these articles you! material which forms the staple of his work is rais- 
ial dhinginle. of ingisletbuls < 1t-hed teen | have increased your duties. You diminish the duty! ed, while that on silks, on spices, on preserved 
Ee recommended by Mr. Sellicoets tet ti par to be paid by the rich and raise the duty to be paid | fruits, on rich carpets, and on rich cut glass is 
win power, which boasted of being his follow- by Parmer Sou apgment the Sybiee uneer s | teehee ead ining: ae ly Aagig ghey tae bnew 
bad departed from and deliberately abandoved tariff which you declared to be an obnoxious whig | name—its name is on its face. It 1s an aristocratic 
San policy | measure, and which duties you demanded to have | bill, and every item in it corresponds to that general 

a ha jreduced. Youare asked now to send the bill to a| character. 
senator said that there was not now time to | commuttee, that they may take off the additional) Mr. .WeDuffiesaid that the senator from Massa- 
tea bill in conformity with the instructions | amount where your duties now proposed exceed | chusetts, in characterizing this as an aristocratic 
hand this because the senate had fixed upon a | those laid by the tariff of 1842—and you will not do| bill, imposed on him the duty of saying a few words 
fadjournment. To do the senator justice, Mr. | it. You are determined to indulge those who con-| before the question should be taken, that he might 
initted that he did not believe there was time. | sume the richest juxuries and to raise your taxes on | disabuse the public mind of any such impression.— 
Msalways avowed his willingness to give gen- ,the poor laborer. The whole character of this bill; The senator had asked with great confidence, and 
Non the other side all the time they should ask | is that. It seems to revel in the delight of taking | surely with the expectation of not being replied to, 
He had openly announced on the floor of the | away men’s employment. ‘his characteristic runs) where was the democratic feature in this bill?— 
itthat he was ready to sustain their day, and it | through the whole of it. J had hoped that the gen-| Where was the provision for the laboring classes?— 
ley themselves who had named the 10th of Au- | tlemun (Mr. Jarnagin) who declared himself yes-, He would selecta few articles of luxury on which 
Mr. C. had joined in the vote for that day, be- | terday with so much emphasis against the policy of | the duties were reduced leaving it to be inferred 
sand only because, they had fixed upon it. The | (axing the raw material, would have held to this| that these were the principal reductions in the bill. 
lor, therefore, bad no right to taunt him with purpose. [shall hold to mine. While this bill re-| 4 will tell the senator what are the democratic 
tiling the session. 'duces the duties on the highest luxuries of life, oc- | features of the bill, In the first place it has redue- 
lhe committee thought there was not time to | casioning thereby a vast joss to the revenue, and|ed the duty on salt from eight cents to two cents a 
ete the task, let them introduce a resolution | while you refuse to lower the duties here imposed | bushel. It has reduced the duty on sugar from two 
long the time. If the 10th was too soon, let /on raw material down to the level of the biil of) and a half cents to one cent per Ib. On all con- 
lame a more distantday. Mr. C. was not for | 1842, 1 say that your bill holds a language which | sumers of calicoes, plain or printed, a species of 
Miging thera from the performance of a great| cannot and which will not be misur derstood. ‘The| goods used by all the farmers, and mechanics, and 
like this because the 10th of August did not | people of the United States will see that this is not) laborers, and their families, God knows how much. 
Nihem a sufficient time. Let them say the 20th, | a bill for the masses; that it is nota bill for the poor; f believe thaton all the articles consumed by the 
t0th; he was willing they should have all the | that itis nota bill for employment, but that it isa, poor and by the middle classes the reduction is great- 
hey asked. They could not escape by saying | bill for the rehef of the highest and most Juxurious, er than all other articles in the bill. ‘Phe simple re- 
ley had not time. They should not inflict mis- | classes of the community. They will perceive and, peal of the minimums on coarse cottons (a sort of 
‘and then say it was because the opponents of | understand that it is a bill which goes to take his; tox never known till the tariff of 1816 either io this 
ll would not allow them time to avoid it; they | living from the poor and Jaborious maw, while it} or im any other country) will alone enable the peo- 
have no such excuse. | lessens the taxes of his rich neighbor. None are! ple of the United States to consume an increased 
Nething had been said about amendments to the | so blind that they will not see this; nor are the peo- | Importation to the value of ten millions of dollars, 
N that subject Mr. C. had done his whole, ple so callous that they will not feel it. In this view) at prices not more than two-thirds of what they 
€ had offered amendments which would | 1 admit that this is a test question. It is atest which wow pay. 
4 ® whole ground. He regretted to say that setties who are in favor of raising taxes on the raw What is the great reduction in this bill which it is 
nose had failed, and he did not feel under ,; material, to the ruin cf the American laborer, and | thought is to prove so injurious to the country? = Itis 
_ todo any more. If his amendments had | Who are in favor of reducing duties on the highest! the protecting duties on manufsctures made in large 
a et they would have fully protected the | luxuries of human life. ‘That is the test, and none) establishments by the power of machinery, owned 
p) of the country. if the senate did not chose | can escape from it. ' ! ; DY heavy Capitalists, who are reaiizing from thirty 
. them, it was not his fault. On their heads! 1 am in favor of keeping this bill in the committee. | lo forty per cent. profit. The repeal ol tuese du- 
‘St the consequences, not on his. He did not| 1 shall vote for that. ‘Yhe committee come here and ties will operate to reduce the profits of these men 
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that the money price of labor will be reduced one-- 
half as much as the price of the commodities used 
by the laborers; and, therefore, that the practical 
eflect of this bill will be most favorable to the great 
muss of our laborers and to nineteen-twentieths of 
all the people of the United States. The laborers in 
their factories will get, on the whole, more for their 
labor than they get now. 

But I will take leave to refer the honorable sena- 
tor from Massachusetts to certain resolutions passed 
in Boston in 1820), which are said to have been drawn 
up and supported in a powerful speech by that hon- 
orable senator himself, soon after the commence- 
ment of the system of protecting American manu- 
factures by high duties. The duties at that time 
were about 20 or 25 per cent. on cottons, woollens, 
and iron. <A proposition had been made to enhance 
these duties, as they were afterwards fixed by the 
tariff of 1824. And it was in opposition to this pro- 











population, who could not meet and act in concert, 
the right of which they had been deprived by the 
manufacturers, they were to be charged with pass- 
ing an aristocratic bill. He repelled the charge, 
and insisted it was an insult to the agricultural ja- 
borers of this country to say that there were no la- 
borers deserving of protection but those who were io 
the factories. 

Mr. McD. said that he had recently seen a gen- 
tleman from Boston, who had Jately returned from 
Illinois, and who told him that he there saw the 
daughters of a wealthy farmer dressed in frocks made 
of unbleached cotton, such as we got from Liverpool 
for four cents a yard; and this in a country where a 
farmer on twenty or thirty acres would raise an an- 
nual surplus of five or six hundred bushels of grain. 
Under that great measure accomplished in England 
by Sir R. Peel—a measure which marked an era in 
the history not only of that great man’s life, but in 
the history of the civilized world, and which Mr. 








posal that, at a meeting of the merchants of Boston, 


McD. looked upon as the greatest of all the mea- 


where these resolutions were passed, the senator) sures of modern times—he would venture to say 


took a very distinguished partin getting them adupt- 
ed. One of those resolutions, as [ remember, af- 
firmed that the effect of protecting laws was to be- 
nefit the great capitalists and not the labor of the 
country. 

Mr. Webster bere inquired whether Mr. McD, had 
the resolutions before him? 

Mr. McDuffie said he had not; but they could be got. 
He quoted them from memory. 

Another resolution was in answer to the general 


allegation that the establishmedt of manufactures | 


gave a market to the farmer. 
words: 

“Resolved, thi t we cannot perceive how that sy3- 
tem can be a benefit to the farmer which increases 
the price of all he bas to buy, while it dimiishes the 


tt was nearly in these 


price of all he sells.”’ | but had hitherto forborne to express them. 


Mr. McD. said that he had referred to these reso- 
Jutions as the best answer to the pregnant inquiry of 


the senator, when he asked where was the democra-! 1842. 


that in ten years from this time exports to the value 
of fifteen millions would go from the valley of the 
Mississippi to England, and would return in the shape 
of manufactured goods at half the price we were 
now paying. 

Mr. MeD. said that, as a copy of the resolutions 
adopted tn Boston, and to which he had before re- 
ferred, had now been handed to him, he would ask 
that they should be read. They contained such an 
admirable and such a philosophic exposition of the 
doctrines of free trade, that Mr. McD. was willing 
this bill should go to the country with these resolu- 
tions appended to it. 

Before they were read, however, he wished to add 
one word more on the subject of revenue. He en- 
_tertained strong and decided views on that subject, 
He be- 
lieved that this bill would produce quite as much 
revenue aS was now oDtained under the act of 
Although some articles the duties were re- 





tic feature in this bill? | duced in amount, the greater sum received on the 


The senator had said that a tax imposed upon the 
raw material struck a blow at the labor of the coun- 
try. Now Mr. McD. considered this as but a very 
small matter, it had bcen magnified by circum- 
stances into an importance which did not belong to 
it. Why, what was the tax laid on all these articles? 
jt was only five per cent. He did not know that 
iiere was any duty laid on dye stuffs, but where 
these articles had formerly been free, they were 
generally raised by this bill to five percent, A duty 
of five per cent. on one small element in the cost of 
manufactured articles, was that going to break down 
the manufacturer? It appeared to him but a very 
small matter, and had he been charged with the 
framing of this bill, he should have been as walling 
that this was out of the billas in it. He met and 
repelled the idea that the bill made any unjust dis- 
crimination against American isanufactures. It 


| 


gave them a protecting duty of from twenty-five to | 


thirty percent. The duty on wooillens was thirty 
per cent., that on cottons twenty-five per cent. while 
it required them to pay a duty of only five per cent. 
on their raw wu.aterial. Was that a discrimination 
against them? it gave them twenty-five per cent. in 
their favor. 

Mr McD. said it appeared to him unjust to allow 
the idea to go to the country that a law of this kind, 
which secured tothe great body of the industrious 
people of this country the privilege of exchangiug the 
products of their labor in markets where they could 
get the best price, was a jaw directed against Ame- 
rican industry. On the contrary it was a law in 
favor of nineteen-twentieths of the people of the 
United Ststes. It was a bill to benefit the people 
who resided in the valley of the Mississippi, all who 
lived south of the Potomac, the great body of peo- 


|importations of woollens and cottons would more 


than make up for all. 

Take the articles of woollens: they now paid a‘ 
duty <f 40 per cent. We imported six millions, and | 
we manufactured in the United States twenty-four 
millions, making in all thirty millions. The senator | 
from Massachusetts would not deny that the reduc- 


| advocates this country contained for internal im 





tion of the duty from 40 to 30 per cent. on the im- 
| ported goods would reduce the price in the Ameri- 
can market. The reduction of 10 per cent. on the 
six millions imported would occasion a loss to the 
treasury of six hundred thousand dollars, provided 
the amount of imports remained the same. 


Now look at another view. Here were six millions 
of imported woollens and twenty-four millions of do- 
mestic, Which were to be affected by this tariff. The 
recuction on the six millions from abroad was 10 per 
cent.; the reduction on similar goods made in the Unit- 
ed States would be the saine. ‘I'he total loss, then, to 
| the treasury, On the thirty millions would be three mil- 

lions of dollars But allowisg our imports to increase 
from six to nine millions, the result would be nearly the 
same; for nine millions at 30 per cent., would give 








two millions seven hundred thousand dollars, while six 
milions at 40 per cent. would give two millions four | 
hundred thousand dollars. flere, then, would bea gain | 
of three millions importation on the woollens. 'T'o those | 
goods to which the minimums applied, the increased | 
importation would be so great thai it was impossible to | 
calculate it, Mr, McD. said he had a piece ef cotton | 
sheeting which was fit for the wear of any gentleman, | 
which cost in Manehester but seven cents, while goods | 
vt the same fineness at Lowell cost fourteen cents. [. 
voice: “Ah? [ should like to see it.””] What would be | 
ihe increase froin the abolition of these minimunas no | 
one could tell; but it would be more than. sufficient to | 
compensate tor any falling off in the revenue trum other 
paris of the bill. 

Mr. Davis here inquired whether the specimen of cot- 





ple in the middle states, and, m fuct, the people of 
all the states of the Union except Massachusetts and | 
Rhode Island. Mr. McD. believed that in New| 
York and in Pennsylvania there were ten honest far- 
mers who suffered by the existing tax upon tron | 
where there was one laborer benefitted by it; and 
yet they were told that this was a bill against the} 
labor ol the country. Were the friends of this bill 
to grant, what seemed tl. be assumed on the other 
side, that there were no laborers in the United States 
but those in the tactories, what became of all the 
farmers of the country, and all their sons and daugh- 
ters? What were the interests of all these in com- 
parison with the interests of the three hundred 
thousand laborers in our fact Yet all must be 
to taxation for the benefit of this small 
They formed au aristocracy of laborers, | 
: belong to | 
that privileged class tributary to theirsupport. And | 
How, Vecause the tries ds of this biil were in favor] 
of our agricultural | 


! 
ries. 


subjec Led 
number. 
sud congress was to make all who did no 


} . vy)" 
of resterimg to the great masses 





| ches wide 


ton to Which the gentleman liad alluded was of the kind 
called plain white cottun? 
Mr. Me Duffie replied, it was plain white coiton, 36 in- 


Mr. Davis said he understoood the gentleman to say 
that tauis species of goods could be got in Mancheste: 
for seven cents, While at Lowell they would cost four- 
een. Now, it happened that the British manutacturers 
of these goods two years ago had gone before tke Bri- 
tish parliament wih petitions that the duty on raw cot 
ton might be taken off, and in support of that prayer 
they had stated that all that species of cotton goods was 
made in the United States as cheap and cheaper than 
it was or could be made in Great Britain, and after a| 
full bearing and an investigation into the facts of the 
case, the duly on raw cotton was thereupon repealed.— 
Now, Mr. D. presumed these men understood their own 
business, and knew at what rate they could make plain 


white cotton. 





Mr. McDuffie said he did not care what they said, 
the fact was as he had stated it; and, moreover, he 
knew that on some descriplious of coarse cotton: | 


'down upon us to eat us all up. 


ies sa tarill 
| the South Carvlina tariff and the Pennsylvania tar! 


they were able now in South Carolina to beat Bost 
and Lowell and England to boot, and make a thy 
of 40 percent. [A lJaugh.1 Prof 

Mr. McD. here called for the reading of the p 
ton resolutions, and they were read accordingly : 

Mr. Webster said,that he did not doubt that wy; 
had been read by the clerk might be a correct 5 
count, as far as it went, of what was done at t 
meeting in question; but, if it were, it could no) 
the whole account, because he knew there Was A 
other resolution adopted at the same time and whi 
had not been read, and to which Mr. W.’s attenti, 
had been frequently called in that chamber. Wheth 
er he had drawn these resolutions or made a 
speech on that occasion, be could not now te|!. by 
he yielded it all, and the gentleman might consid, 
him as having drawn every one of these resolytio, 
and argued in their favor before the people of p, 
ton. 

But now, (said Mr. W.) the first thing J have, 
say in reply is, that the honorable senator from Soyy 
Carolina will readily admut that such is the infirmi, 
of our nature that even an honest man may some 
limes change his opinion; nay more, that he ma 
change his opinion in three years as well as in thir, 
years. Now, I think that the greatest and the ablog 
speech | ever heard against the annexation of Tex, 
was from the governor of the state of South Carg 
lina, while a still greater speech in favor of annex, 
tion was delivered by the senalor from South Caro 
lina. [Much laughter.] Ladduce this merely as 
proof that an honest man may change his opinion, 
Moreover, if lL rightly remember, the senator frog 
Souih Carolina was once one of the most powerfy 































































































































































provements. 

Mr. McDuffie. Yes, and I have never changed m 
opinion since on the question of power. 

Mr. Webster. ‘Ou the question of power?” Ani 
why then was the senator so zealous in favor of 
barren power, which, according to him, ought neve 
to be exercised? [A laugh.] 

Mr. McDuffie was understood to say that he ha 
only argued in favor of appropriations for survey. 

Mr. Webster. Again the same gentleman was, 
believe, once very favorable to a bank of the Unite 
States. 

Mr. WeDuffie’s reply was not audible in the ga 
lery. 

Mr. F¥ebster. Then I stand before the senate a 
but affording the same proof with the gentiemal 
himself that an honest man may change his opinio: 

| remember very well that at the time that meci 
ing was held, the commercial people of Boston wer 
in a state of great alarm. They had then a com 
merce which was spread all over the world, and the 
apprehended that the policy about to prevail a 
Washington was such as would interfere with tha 
commerce. And now, sir, what was it in especia 
that they so much feared? It was this very princip! 
of minimum duties, which was put upon the peop! 
of New England by the policy of South Carolina. 
The senator said that such a policy had never beet 
heard of in the legislation of this or any other coun 
try on the globe before the tariff of 1816. Well 
sir; and by whom was that minimum policy first de 
vised and introduced? It was moved by a gentlema 
from South Carolina, and carried in congress by (0 
votes of South Carolina against every vote of Ma 
sachusetts. The people of Boston dreaded thes 
minimum duties, because they apprehended that (hei 
practical operation would be to cut off their lodi 
trade. They did not oppose the principle because 5 
was bad in itself, but only because it would work ia 
juriously to them. To hear the manner in whic 
minimums have been spoken of in this chaimbel 
throughout this debate, one would think, who nevel 
had heard of them before, that they were some bal! 
of Camanche or Pawnee Indians that were Comi'g 


Mr. McDuffie here said that the senator was" 
correct in saying that minimums had been introduce! 
against every Massachusetts vote. i 

Mr. Webster. Well, be itso. The minimum Pp? 
liey was introduced by South Carolina. The senaloy 
will not deny that the invention was of South ue 
lina origin. This was in 1816. In 1820 an ay 
gentleman from Pennsyivama (Me. Baldwin) ha - 
troduced a high protective duty on iron, and - . 
cated a policy which went to protect every thing ~ 
of New England. New England thus found gory 
between the upper and the nether millstones. Betwee 


And, by “ 


a 
{atti 


she was like to be ground to pieces. . 
way, if the honorable senator had looked ae 
more to the chair about the effect of this os 
Pennsylvania iron, it might bave been as well as 
confine himself to woollens and cottons. hich 
1 agree that, whether from the changes i 
have taken place in the business of the cou® Ys 
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a. t. ever since the tariff of 1824 there had been noJrican tour to any sensible degree I do not believe -— | ton, and Colquitt took part, and on which, there 

beat Bost, - thing as going back. That tariff was passed| The very repeal of those laws will stimulate im- | being a tie vote, the vice president voted in the nega- 
Ake a prog woul asking or obtaining the consent of Massachu- | provement in the agrieulture of England, and they tive. 

cetts. She gave but one vote in its favor. Her pec- | are now rapidly improving in all the modes of tillage.| The question being on concurring in the report of 

of the Bo nie had, up to that time, addicted themselves mainly | It is obvious that, if the price of his product con- | the committee on the bill as amended, it was agreed 


dingly, to commerce, but they then saw that the time was|tinues to be lower and importation to go on, it be- | to. 










that whie ome when they must conform themselves to the |hoves him to cast about for means to improve his | The question then recurring on the engrossment of 
COFTECL ag “ill of the country in regard to domestic manufac- | landed property. ‘the bill, and ordering it to be read a third time— | 
lone at til tyres, and they accordingly were induced, I may| Be it remembered that the English capitalist is Mv. Crittenden made some general remarks on the | 
Ould not (MM gimost say compelled, to vest a large amount of their | often himself a landholder, with means at his dispo- | Passage of the bill. 

mae at eg capital and labor in that pursuit. If there be ay |.) to an amount that might seem to us incredible.— Mr. Cameron offered the two following amend- 

and whig inconsistency in having opposed the protection of || know myseif an English landed gentleman who ex- | ™&"'s, both of which were rejected without a count: 


3 altentig 
oT. Wheth 
made ay 
V tell; by 


manufactures at a previous period, and advocating it | pended one hundred thousand dollars simply in drain- | _, “Po strike out the first five sections and to insert: 
at a time when circumstances had entirely changed, | ing his lands, in order thereby to increase his crops; | Phat from and after the Ist day of December next 
j am ready to admit the change. I admit in the | and a similar process is going on all over England. | there shall be a reduction of 25 per cent. of the du- 


5 IE Re 


At conside 









proadest sense that | agreed with every word in those | But now, if, turning away our eyes from this foreign 


_tics, whether specific or ad valorem, now imposed by 


resolutions, but now there is such a thing as a moral | market, we look at the actual state of our farmers | law on articles of imported merchandize wherever 
resolutiongi necessity of maintaining the habits and pursuils | atthe North and in the East, we shall find that his | duties exceeding 30 per cent. ad valorem are now bi 
ple of Bo of business men, which they entered into twenty-two greatest expectation of a remuneration for his lator Charged: Provided, nevertheless, T'hat duties on arti- f 

years ago solely in consequence of laws passed by | js in that market which is especially created and kept C/€s now charged with more than 30 per cent. shall i 
a T have congress. ; a-ak up by the factories and villages in his neighborhood. | °° be reduced below 30 per cent., and by striking Pa | 
rom Sout And now as ‘o the increase ot duties in this bill, 1| | might put aquestion on this subject to either of the | out the 7th and 8th section.” if 
de infirmit confined my observations to those imposed upon raw | cenators from Pennsylvania, and get a prompt answer |, ‘To amend the bill by inserting in the first section, H 
may some@il material. In answer to this, the senator says that . lines 8, after the word ‘duty;’ Provided, That this 


at he ma 
as in thirt 
1 the ablog 










in the affirmative. And any man who would look to | 
the statistics annually published may see in how) 
large a degree the products of agriculture enter into | 


the duty is only five per cent. Well, what of that? 
A difference of five per cent. is quite enough to put 


act shall only be so construed in regard to the duties 
on coal, and iron, and all the kinds and manufac- 


nofT anend to many establishments now in this country. | the yalue and constitute an element in the price of | res of isd ya reduce the duties thereon toa 

; eXa If there were no competition from abroad it would be | our manufactured commodities. England herself | SU™ not exceeding 25 per cent. below the duties im- 

are Carol 4 different thing; but when there is competition, and | furnishes us with abuudant examples of this; and a | Posed thereon by the act of 30th of August, 1842.” 

aco the British manufacturer is pressing on his American | ember in the other house has gone into a very ac- | The vote beirg taken by yeas and nays on order- 
ter a rival, and when much capital 1s of necessity vested | curate and exact calculation, showing how much of | (Ng the bill to a third reading, it was as follows: 

oles? Mang in raw materia}, a loss of five per cent. may be quite English agricultural products enter into the value) NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashlev, Atchison, Atherton, 

sae ti enough to decide the competition between us and | of every yard of English broadcloth which we im- | Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, 

ron 


t powerfy 
ternal im 


shanged m 
ver?” An 
favor of 
Jught neve 
that he ha 
yr survey. 


man was, 


f the Unite 


in the ga 


le senate a 


England. Does England pursue a policy like this?— 
Tine ‘ 2 t 
a peters ye ~~ ype geniacieny dey La But | will not extend these remarks. I recur to 
chinery, and of labor at half the price we pay, and pe first che seein ea! the pate px joo by 
against all these, this bill either expects that the Ame | 2¢0Pting this bill, to submit to a great toss of revenue: 
rican artisan can live here, or, if he cannot, it means to | 0 at ticles used exclusively by the rich, while at the | 
destroy him, and to say that we shall import all that | S@° time they increase the taxes on raw material, | 
henow makes. T’o add to all his other disadvantages | 2%4 refuse to bring them down to the rate of those 
in competing with greater capital and cheaper labor, |'? the Dill of 1842. Let the people look on this 
you here add a loss on his raw material. picture and on that, and then decide which of the 
The senator says that the poor people inthis coun- | ™easures it is that justly deserves to be called demo 
try are to be greatly benefited by the importation of |°T@UC: 
cheap cottons; and he thinks we should import such | At this point, we must suspend our report, intend- 
goods to the amount of $10,000,000. Well, if we| ing to present the residue in our next paper. rhe 
do, alll can say is, that there will be presented a debate was further continued by Messrs. Simmons, 
a very singular spectacle upon the ocean, for it is | McDuffie, and Archer, when the question being taken 
certain that last year we exported of such goods to|on discharging the committee, it was decided by 
the amount of $4,500,000. Here, then, are our ships | yeas and nays, as follows: 


port. | 





Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, 
Lewis. McDuffie; Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, 


Speight. ‘Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—27. 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, 
Cilley, John M. Clayton, ‘Thomas Claytor, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntingdon, 
Johnson, of Louisiana, Johnson, of Maryland, Mangum, 
Miller. Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, 
Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge—27. 

The senate being equally divided— 

Tie Vice President rose and delivered a full expo- 
sition of the reasons for the course he was about to 
pursue. After which he gave his casting vote in the 
affirmative. So the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
fur its third reading. 

The debate was then further continued by Messrs. 


Niles, Cameron, and J. M. Clayton. The remarks 


of Mr. Cameron were very brief. He said he rose 


coulaypet l f only to repeat his opposition to this bill, to enter his 
 Benticma carrying cottons out of the country, while other! YijAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, \therton, solemn pretest against its passage, and to give notice 
his opinion ships are bringing cottons in. | Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, 
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Mr. McDuffie said the exports had been of coarse | Colyuitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houstwn, 
cottons. Jarnagin, Lewis, McDuffie, Pennybacker, Rusk, Sein- 
ple, Sevier, Speight, Turney, Westcot!, and Yulec—28 
; ‘ NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, 
not exclusively of coarse cottons; they were of such | Gj}; y, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwia, 
as bring seven cents in Boston. Nor was there any | Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, 
reason in the world to think that while we sent out! Johnson, of Louisiana, Johnson, of Maryland, Mangum, 
of the country four or five millions of these goods,| Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Sunmons, 
we should at the same time bring ten millions in? J | Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge—27. 
donot mean to treat the senator’s opinion with dis-| yr, Webster now renewed his motion to amend 


respect, but it does appear plain to me that, with | the bill by striking out the following clause of the 9th 
such a capacity to supply our own demand agaiust | section: 


( : , , e 
a pro a i of oa age and all the world, Wwe | “And such collector shall cause such goods [that 
ot Jikely to import the same sort of goods to tie | is, such as are undervalued with intent to defraud 


=. ten flat , ve | the revenue] to be sold at public auction, within 
inated oF ede m4 oe See OA ett that the | twenty days from the time of taking the same, in 
ers of this country (by which I take it he means | the manner prescribed by law for the sale of un- 


os Middle sentes) foi an aacaare bee om pal ped | claimed goods; and the proceeas of such sale shall 
bilk because. under the dec tetia lew the = A bg be placed forthwith into the treasury of the United 
ly texed for the benefit of ones. Foy hb KA te hen "clk. States; and such collector is hereby authorized to 
lanes end fantiiies. Now. on wal eakibet. t ey | pay out of the accruing revenue, to the owner, im- 
put one or two alt tad: Nn tie bash Ae ; i © porter, consignee, or agent of the goods so taken, 
I ask him waeeeie ripen Parton 0: depts Pie oa |the value thereof as declared in the entry, and five 
were lower to the teéaine na if this ene as eee |per centum upon such amount in addition thereto; 
whether it ig a well-founded opinion teat’ a “Ty '| and the said collector shali render to the secretary of 
goods can be broucht here from Prdland ae cant 7 ‘the treasury, with his accounts of the customs, a_ 
a lower price The seis hidiidinth dhetas a pried : tha | Statement showing the amount of money so paid, the 
in which the ‘daughters of én ‘Tilinoin eo were | amount of duties chargeable on the goods so taken, 


: | ¢ sam ‘oceeds paid into the treasury; 

cloth wh “9 diese “, | and the amount of proceeds p y3 

‘ea: ed in unbleached cottons at four cents a yard. | ang this section shall be in force until the Ist of July, | 
8; and why? and why? The immediate auswer is 


>| 1848, unless oinerwise directed by congress.” 
borat the farmer had no market for the consump-| ‘This was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 
' iis produce. Flour is now bringing twodol | vo .g ; 7 i 
its barrel in Missouri. A correspondent writes | (YAS Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Benion, Berrien, 
feed Aer as the corn laws of England re | Corwin, Crittende n, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, 
bet tes : half simeeak be got at St. Louis for a dol- | Huntingdon, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson, of Mary- 
iow, it comes to this aria nhineae | nt j -| land, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, 
supposin pica Is. ; he senator is right in | Pheips, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and 
er in ts agricultural products of a farm- | Wvodbridge—28. f 
repeal of os B te tad will bea Fick ceag from the | NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
sistent Ris: abt’: corn laws, then he may con | Bagby, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Col- 
0 the fs one hold the other opinion he avowed as quit, a te Dix, pesTpeld, Ne nnene Ds, Houston, 
that it cate uction of British goods. But | believe Lewis, McDut st aehe. ba ker, : 3 Semple, Sevier, 
the effect ; aren to be a very great error. ‘That Speight, | urney, estcott, and uliee—a2yv, ; 
uce inte ch oir Robert Peel’s bill may be to intro- | Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, totroduced a resolu- 
& councils of Great Britatn a more liber: | tion to refer the bill to a special committee, on 


al spirj F : 
doubt: than has heretofore prevailed, | have Jittle | which a discussion on order arose, in which \'cssrs. 
) 


| 
Mr. Webster. The senator is mistaken; they were | 


ut that it will improve the market for Ame- | McDuffie, Johuson, of Maryland, Lewis, Hunting- | 


‘that the word ‘repeal!’ will this day go forth, and 


continue until the loud voice of the laborers of the 
Norih shall compel their oppressors to respect them. 
This, he said, was no bank question, in which the 
rich capitalists were only concerned. Here will be 
found the laborers and the mechanics, roused to in- 
dignation against those who care not how much they 
rob them of their comforts in the pursuit of a wild 
abstraction. If the bill had been made by a British 
statesman it could not have discriminated more in 
favor of the English workman, or have done more 
wrong to our mechanics and manufacturers. He 


‘repeated that from henceforth repeal would be the 


word among the democracy of the North, and that 
it would not cease until it triumphed. 

Mr. Niles having moved that the further considera- 
tion of tie bill be posponed to the first Monday of 
December next, the question was taken by yeas and 


pays, and decided in the negative. Yeas 27, nays 23. 





_ YRAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, 
Cilley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, 


| Crittenden, Davis, Davton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, 


Johnson, of Louisiana, Tohnson, of Maryland, Mangum, 

Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, 

Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge—27. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 


| Bagby, Beuton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, 
Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, FPairfeld, Nannegan, Houston, 


Jarnagan, Lewis, McDuffie, Pennybacker, Rusk, Sem. 
ple, Sevier, Speight, ‘'urney, Westcott, and Yulee—28, 

The question at length recurring on the passage of 
the bill, Mr. Webster, Mr. Davis, Mr. Huntington, 


and Mr. Simmons successively delivered their opi- 


nions in opposition to its general principles and 
scope; after which the question was taken by yeas 
and nays, and the bill was passed by the following 


vole: 


’EAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
Jagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, 
Colguitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfieid, Hannegan, Houston, 
Jarnagin, Lewis, McDuffie, Pennybacker, Rusk, Sem- 
ple, Sevier, Speight, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—23. 

NA YS—Mes-rs Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, 
Cilley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, 
Crinenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, 
Johnso:, of Louisiana, Johnson, of Maryland, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead; Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Simmens, 
Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge —27. 

‘The senate then adjourned, 
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE. 











i 





at this gait not only our A B C books—our political 
and commercial ethies—our catechisms and prayer 
books will all be imported—aye. the paper on which we 
write and piint—will all come from Europe;—and yet we 
The 19th Annual Fair. The exhibition is to be open- fancy ourselves independent! 


Oh for an AMERICAN 


ed at Niblo’s Garden, on Monday the Sth of October. pe ee AMERICAN spirit—another effective assertion 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday the Ist, 2d, and 3d | of AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 


Oetuber are assigned for receiving manufactures, mo- 


dels, inventions, specimens of the arts, d&c. designed | 'TY- : 
wards enabling Americans to see what Americans ean 


for exhibition. 


‘est WEEK. Monday, 5th October, at }2 M. the Hor- | Jo. | methods 
; it "At 73 o'clock P. ducing the Americans to do their Own thinking, instead 


ticultural Exhibition. will be opened. 


‘The American Instrruwe deserves well of their coun- 
They have contributed largely and liberally to- 


They have adopted one of the best methods of in- 


M. the opening address will be delivered by the hon. | ot depending upon others to think as well as to do for 





Mahlon Dickerson, of New Jersey, president of the In- 
stitute. 

Tuesday, 6th. Exhibition opens at 9 A. M. from this 
period. An address will be delivered at 12 M, 

Wednesday, 7th. Sieam engine, with a long range of 
machinery, will bein operation. Fire works at 9 P.M. 

Thursday, 8th. An address at3 P. M. 

Friday, 9th. Plowing and spading match. An ad- 
dress in the field. 

Saturday, 10th. Inthe evening splendid fire works. 
Entries of cattle and five stock must be made during | 
this week. 

Seconp week. Monday, |12th. National Convention 
of Farmers, Gardners, Silk Cultivators, and their friends, 
at 11 A. M. at Mechanics’ Hall, 472 Broadway. 

Tuesday 13th. Agricultural Convention continued. 

Wednesday, 14th. Catile exhibition opens at9 A. M. | 
Agricultural address 7 P. M. | 

Thursday. 15th. Cattle exhibition continued. Anni: | 
versary address at7 P.M. Vhe New York Sacred | 
Musie Society volunteer their services. Visitors receive | 
tickets gratis. 

At the last fair, 34 gould medals, 35 silver cups, 131 
silver medals, 255 diplomas, 170 dollars in cash, and 
128 volumes of books were distribuied. More will be 
distributed atthe ensui g fair. The number of visitors 
has exceeded 200,000 at a single anniversary. 





| 


them. 
After which a grand display of fre works. | be “free indeed.’ 


Without doing our own thinking, we shall never 





Tue Smirusonian Institution. 
The Regents of this Institution assembled in this 


city yesterday, in obedience to the appointment of the 
law creating the Institution. 


There were present:— 
The Vice President of the U. States. 

The Chief Justice of the U. States. 

The Mayor of Washington. 

The Hon. George Evans of Maine. 

‘he Hon. I. 8. Pennybacker, of Virginia. 

The Hon. W. J. Hough, of N. York. 

The Hon. R D. Owen, of Indiana. 

The Hon. H. W. Hilliard, of Alabama. 

The Hon. Rufus Choate, of Massachusetts. 

The Hon. Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Gideon Hawley, of N. York. 

Professor A. D. Bache, of Washington. 

ol. J. G. Totten, of the Corps of Engineers. 
Absent the Hon. W. C. Preston, of South Caroli- 


At the |" Who is detained in the South by indisposition, and 


last fair not less than 20,000 different specimens were | the Hon. Sidney Breese, who had proceeded home to 


exhibited. Such an exhibition of articles purely Ameri. 





[Hinois before his appointment, and of course could 


can, cannot fail to inspire a feeling of patriotism in the | not have received notice early enough to enable him 


bosom of every American that witnesses it. We have 
already won from the old worid the appellation of being 
a nation of inventors. No field is lett unexplored or 


_to return to Washington in time for the meeting. 


This general attendance of the Regents—some of 


unimproved by American genius and enterprise. ‘The | them from a great distance—evinces an appreciation 


cotton gin, the skilful application of steam—of gas— of the duty committed to them honorable to the Sen-| thus have been 1,080 years in growing. 


rae = se, 


magnates in Washington.—Phil. U. S. Gazetie 

New Jexsey.— Timber mines.—The cedar swam 
of Cape May aflord phenomena that few are vier 
of. The Trenton Gazette says:—-Cn the north side 
of Morris River Creek, the meadows and Rng 
swamps, as far up as the fast land, are filed with 
buried cedars to an unknown depth. In 1814 or ys 
an attempt was made to sink a well curb near Mg 
nis Creek landing, but after encountering much dig. 
ficulty in cutting through a number of logs, the 
workmen were at last compeiled to give up the at. 
tempt by finding at the depth of 20 feet a Compact 
mass of cedar logs, 

It is a constant business near Dennis Creek ty 
“mine cedar shingles.” This is done by probing the 
soft mud of the swamps with poles for the purpose 
of discovering buried cedar timber; and when 4 |p 
is found the mud is cleared off, the log cut up into 
proper lengths with a long one-handled saw, anq 
these lengths split up into shingles and carried oyt 
of the swamp ready for sale. This kind of work 
gives constant employment to a large number of 
hands. The trees found are from four to five feet in 
diameter; the lie in every possible position, and some 
of them seem to have been buried for many centy. 
ries. ‘Thus swamps of trees which have grown tog 
great age, and which have been decaying a century, 
are found standing in the place in which they grew, 
while the trunks of very aged cedars are lying hori. 
zontally under their roots. One of these instances 
is thus described to us, in a manuscript from Dr, 
Beesley, of Dennis Creek, who has himself *mined™ 
many thousand cedar shingles, and is now engaged 
in the businees. 

“] have in my mind a cedar some two and a half 
feet over, under a large cedar swamp, six feet in di. 
ameter. Upon counting the annual growth of the 
stump, I found there were thirty of them to an inch; 
so that there were 1.080 in the three feet from the 
centre to the outside of the tree. The stump must 
To all ap. 





a ; ead We? p 
and electricity, the thousands of labor saving cun'ri- tlemen selected, and auspicious, we think, for the SUuce | pearance the tree to which it belonged has been dead 


vances that have been and the additional ones that are 
daily being introduced by American ingenuliy—require 
a fair tiel for extibinon. Let no American remain ig- 
norant of what his country is capable of producing. 


cess of the important Institution whose enduring | 
| foundation they are now met to lay. 


We understand that, after a provisional and tempo- 


for centuries, for afler a stump in these meadows 
decays down to the wet, there is no more decay— 
none et least that is perceptible. Now we have |, 


We rejoice to see this spinted announcement of the | rary organization, by calling the Vice President of the | 080 for the growth of the stump, and 500 for its de- 


conductors of this great National Fair, at the principal | U 
commercial eaiporium of the Union. After a struggle 
of so many years with hostile foreign interests, through 
which they have witnessed the eternal principles of 


HOME LAROR advanced from doubttul existence to the | aw constituting the Institution, then in a free inter- 


cqunibrium of a single disasirous casting vote, they may | 
well ieel assured of the firin basis upon which the doc 
trine.of protecting American industry wili finaly be es 
tablished. ‘Tarifi, or no tariff. we must and will have a 
HOME MARKET, and the LABoURERS vo! the republic shall | 


change of views, a general survey of the powers an 
duties devolved on them, and of those of the officers | 
|created by the law. 


At a little after three o’clock they adiourned to ten 


have employment and compensation for their labor, tor o'clock this morning.— Nat. Intel. 


that at jast, is the point at issue. Libor is the source of | 
wealth. we all know, just as surely, as that idleness is 
the parent of poverty, Will eur countrymen consent 
that foreigners shall do for us what our own workiwen 


SECOND DAY’S SITTING. 


The Board of Regents was fully organized by the | 
|unapimous election of the Hon. George M. Dallas, | 


| OT duty Side . lrttes ae pole : j 

can do as well, or better, aid soon would do cheaper | Vice } resident of the United States, as Chancellor of 

tov, if a fair chance were atiorded them. Will our coun- | the Institution, and the appointment ofthe Hon. Mr. 

trymen consent io see our laborers deprived of employ: | Hough, one of the Regents, as Secretary of the Insti- 
* i , ‘ . 7 . 1. ” , 3 “wel .- ° ¥ , . 

ment and literally kept ‘tidle all the day,” whilst € | tution, whose services are of course gratuitous, and 


drain the couutry of its specie to send tu the foreign 
operatives, no, Hot tv the operniive, but to the fore'gn 
capitalist, the foreign ‘lord of the looin,” or proprietors | 


as 


of the mines, aristocrats, who, it is well known, screw | make a permanent choice for that office. 
out of the millions of poor hall-fed and doubly tasked | orof Washington was appointed chairman of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee required by law to be 
and the Hon. R. D. Owen and Col. Totten, associate 
**American eagles” have already be: | members thereof. 

A suitable edefice forthe Institution is to be erec- | 


laborers, the Jast drop of sweat, tor the miserable sub 
sistance which is duled out so grudgiugly to them,—shail 
our coin be drained away unui our very cents shall be- | 
cume as scarce as 
come, flown, to build up the national wealth our of great 


his appointment designed to be temporary, the Board, | 


we have understood, not being prepared to 


The May- 


raised, 


commercial and manufacturing rivalin exactly ihe saine | tedudon the Public Mall, between the Capitol and the 


proportion that the want of eaployment impoverishes | pp 


our uwn workmen? Can our countrymen Consent to 
return to colonial vassalage alier having tasted of inde- 
pendence? 

W hat is NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE? 
“declaration?” Is it a royal acknowledgment that the | 
sovereign King and puruament no longer pretead io 
a right to govern “in ali cases whatsoever?” Is it these | 
mere forialities that establishes real independence? — 
Suall we recur to the condition of allowing Great Bri- 
tal wot only to munufaeture for us, as in her motherly | its 
kindness she was wont to do tor our venerable fathers, 
every “hob-nail,’—shall we depend upon her for all vur | 
von and steel, from the railroad bar down to the cam: | 
brie needie,—shail we allow her to supply us with coal, 


aye, upto Our very coal mines,—shall we look to Europe | er quantity of the circulating medium. 


plan and location. 
and the Board adjonrned to meet again on the 30th 
Is ita varchment | November. 


tomac. 
The committees were appointed, | 


Treasury Operations. We are informed that | 


| the Government, instead of sending specie to New) 
Orleans, recently, to pay its troops with there, sent 


agents to N. York, Boston and elsewhere, and | 


purchased drafts on N. O., and so took from the Or-| 
_leaneans their current funds, and visited upon their bus- | 
ine 


ss all the evils consequent upon the want of a prop-| 
Had there ! 


tor our supplies of ready made hat:, coats, shves, and | been any thing like a common business capacity evi- | 


shirts, as we have already commenced doing, and yet | genced in the management of the affairs of the ‘T'rea- 
. ‘ . } 

sury Department, the Government funds deposited | 
, > ° | 
We not only al- | with the various Banks through the country, could in | 


fancy ourselves independent? What fallacy is this?— | 
How can ii be accounted fii? 
Accoun'ed tor? Why very simply. 
] IWEOasis lan | la) 
pi for us, but the books from which we con 
S On Yoverninent—on pole i] economy-= 


“Ou thant tus.ti & bali ai) y * free Pau * ‘i iy 
and every subject that touches ber interest, beugiand ts 
lowed tu manulacture opinions jor us 





our les. the 


laa liuie une  Steat degree avoided, anda saving to the Government 


A Committee was appointed to devise the | 


nited States to the chair, and appointing the Hon. | ¢#y, ad 500 for the growth of the tree under it, 
| Mr. Hoven, Secretary, pro tem., the Regents spent 
| the remainder of the sitting, first, ina reading of the 


for this must have grown and fallen before the tree 
to which the stump belonged, sprouted. We are thus 
carried back for the terw of perhaps 2,000 years, of 
|} which 1 5U0 are determined, beyoud question, by the 
'growth of the trees.” 

The better opinion is that these trees have gradu- 
ally sunk through the solt mud of the swamps, afler 
‘having attained their growth and fallen. Many, 
| SeWerer, have decayed in their erect position, for 
| the swamps are full of stumps sianding as they grew. 
| Within a short distance of the mouth of Dennis 
| Creek, and about three miles from any growing tim- 





‘ber, can be seen at low water, in the bed of the 
| stream, tumerous cedar and pine stumps, about six 
feet below the surlace of the meadow, with the bark 
}still adhering to some, when the mud is removed.— 
As one passes up the creek a few miles the stumps 
approach the surface, and near the edge of thie live 
swaps they become very numerous. 

The durability of limber in a wet state, an English 
says, is ijjusirated by the piles of the bridge built by 
the Emperor Trojan across the Danube as one ex- 
ample. One ol these piles were takeu up and found 
lo be petrified to the depth of three quarters of af 
inch; but the rest of the wood was hiitle different 
from its ordinary stale though it has been driven 
more than sixteen centuries. 

‘The piles under the London bridge have been dii- 
ven about 60U sears, and from Mr. Bann’s observa 


tions in 1746, it did not appear that they were male 
|riatly decayed. fi 1819 they were sufficiently sound 
‘to support the mussive superstructure; they al 


chiefly of elm. 

ln digging away the foundation of old Savoy p%* 
lace, London, which was built 650 years ago, We 
te whole of the piles, consisting of oak, elm, beac! 
and chesnut, were found in a state of periect sound: 
ness, as al¥o was the plaaking which covered te 
pile heads. 





FLouR AND GRAIN. Orders were received from Eng. 
land by the Jast sieamer, which authorizes shipment ¢ 


| whea!, corn, and flour, at the prices they were alton hel 


ariival. ‘lhe fact of a few thousand barrels and busl 
els being shipped, immediately operated on the market 
Fiour advanced trum 124 to 25 ets. and grain advance 


manuficture our implements ami ap- | whole, or in part, have easily been sent thither, and | 5 or 6 cts. a bushel. 
‘oppressiveness of visiting the entire expense of | 
paying the soldiers upon one city beeu avoided. ‘The 


I’. G. MceConnetn, E-q, representative in congress 
r Alaveli Hii portu, at ibe ev 


Wiivicsaie purchases on credit might have been in a, ; iBhiuigton, siubbed histceil repeatedly and muriailys 


vn the morning of the 10th inst. 


of no inconsiderable amount secured. But these littl 
trifles are apparently ofno sort of consequence to thy 
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